Life meets style. | 


Introducing the first-ever Hyundai Palisade with available seating for 8. 


HYUNDAI 





2020 Palisade Limited shown with optional features. 8-passenger seating available on SE and SEL trims only. Hyundai is a registered trademark of Hyundai Motor Company. 
All rights reserved. ©2019 Hyundai Motor America. 
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SOME TROPHIES MARK THE END OF A GREAT STORY. 
SOME ARE JUST THE BEGINNING. 
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GENESIS G70, 2019 MOTORTREND CAR OF THE YEAR® AND E= 
#1 RANKED COMPACT PREMIUM CAR IN INITIAL QUALITY" BY J.D. POWER! 


THE GENESIS G70 | BORN TO RISE 


The Genesis G70* starts with an available 3.3L twin-turbo GDI V6 365-hpš engine that does 0-60 
in a breathtaking 4.5 seconds: Add the available Nappa leather seating and available integrated 
8-inch wide-view angle touchscreen navigation. Top it all off with innovative owner benefits like 
Genesis Service Valet? and it’s easy to understand why the Genesis G70 was named 2019 MotorTrend 
Car of the Year” Genesis.com/G70 


Тһе Genesis G70 received the lowest rate of reported problems among Compact Premium Cars in the J.D. Power 2019 U.S. Initial Quality Study of new vehicle owners’ 
experiences with their own vehicles after 90 days of ownership. For J.D. Power 2019 award information, visit |dpower.com/awards. "Genesis G70 with optional features 
shown. "Estimated 365-hp rating with premium fuel only. *The 2019 Genesis G70 3.3T Sport RWD accelerates from 0-60 mph in 4.5 seconds. Launch Control must be 
activated. Actual results may vary depending on options, driving conditions, driving habits and your vehicle's condition. *Service Valet available from Authorized Genesis 
Retailers during complimentary maintenance period. Includes normal wear, parts replacement and warranty repairs for 3 years or 36,000 miles, whichever comes first. 
Coverage area varies by retailer. Charges and fees may apply. Applies to original owner/lessee only. 











GENESIS 
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The new Ford Explorer range includes q 400-hp 
ST variant апа the first Explorer hybrid. 


Tests & Drives 


Cayman BMW M2 Competition 
The Toyota expansion team takes on league 
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Jeep Cherokee Trailhawk 
Toyota RAV4 Adventure Which compact 
mall crawler with off-pavement aspirations 
does better when things get a bit rough? 
Frank Markus 


Honda Civic Mazdas vs. Toyota Corolla 
We test three top compact sedans to find 


New Cars: Our 
editors share 
their top picks. entry-level doesn't have to mean frumpy. 


Miguel Cortina 


2020 Kia Telluride 
2019 Subaru Ascent A dimensional square 
versus а metaphorical one. Frank Markus 


We answer your most common question about 
к cars, trucks, and SUVs. MotorTrend staff 


You owe it to yourself to put in the work before 
setting foot on a dealer lot. MotorTrend staff 
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The long-awaited mid-engine Corvette has finally arrived. 
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live motorsports, and an extensive historical archive, head to MotorTrend.com today! 
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SECRETS ОЕ A BILLIONAIRE REVEALED 


“Price is what you pay; value is what you get. 
Whether we're talking about socks or stocks, I like 
buying quality merchandise when it is marked down.” 


















































— wisdom from the most successful investor of all time 


ете going to let you in on a secret. Billionaires have billions 
because they know value is not increased by an inflated price. They 
avoid big name markups, and aren't swayed by flashy advertising. When 
you look on their wrist you'll find a classic timepiece, not a cry for 
attention— because they know true value comes from keeping 
more money in their pocket. / 





We agree with this thinking wholeheartedly. And, so do 
our two-and-a-half million clients. It's time you got in on 
the secret too. The Jet-Setter Chronograph сап go up 
against the best chronographs in the market, deliver 
more accuracy and style than the “luxury” brands, 
and all for far, far less. $1,150 is what the Jet-Setter 
Chronograph would cost you with nothing more 
than a different name on the face. 
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With over two million timepieces sold (and 
counting), we know a thing or two about creating Ш 
watches people love. The Jet-Setter Chronograph 
gives you what you need to master time and keeps 
the superfluous stuff out of the equation. A classic d 
in the looks department and a stainless steel Ы 
power tool of construction, this is all the watch 
you need. And, then some. 

Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. 
Experience the Jet-Setter Chronograph for 0 
days. If you're not convinced you got excellence 
for less, send it back for a refund of the item price. 


Time is running out. Now CLIENTS LOVE 
that the secrets out, we çsTAUER WATCHES... 


can't guarantee this $29 זי או‎ Ж Ж א‎ 


chronograph will stick around | | | Iu ces 
long. Don't overpay to be The quality of their h 
underwhelmed. Put a precision watches is equal to many 
chronograph on your wrist for that сап go for ten times 
just $29 and laugh all the way the price or more.” 


to the bank. Call today! — Jeff from McKinney, TX 


TAKE 90% OFF INSTANTLY! 
When you use your OFFER CODE 


Jet-Setter Chronograph $299! — — 
Offer Code Price $29 + S&P Save $270 Г . this ad only. 


Limited to 
the first 1900 
responders to 


You must use the offer code to get our special pri 
1-800-333-2045 : EZ 


Rating of A 
Your Offer Code: JCW137-01 аппа сш 
Please use this code when you order to receive your discount. 


. Afford the Extraordinary." 





“See aman with a functional chronograph 
watch on his wrist, and it communicates a 


spirit of precision.” — AskMen.com® 





Stauer.. 








e Precision crystal movement e Stainless steel case back & bracelet with deployment buckle • 24 hour military time 
• Chronograph minute & small second subdials; seconds hand * Water resistant to 3 ATM e Fits wrists 7" to 9" 


Stauer ® 14101 Southcross Drive W., Ste 155, Dept. JCW137-01, Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 www.stauer.com 
] Special price only for customers using the offer code versus the price on Stauer.com without your offer code. 
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Corvette for all the latest. " 








Edward Loh 















| Corvette Launches Into History 
| f MotorTrend.com had headers, they’d be glowing cherry 
red right now. If it had brakes, they’d be sizzling and 
billowing smoke. In fact, we should all take a cooldown 
lap while singing along to Prince’s “Little Red Corvette.” 
| I tap out this monthly screed five days after the long 
| awaited, much anticipated debut of the 2020 Chevrolet 
Corvette nearly broke our website. But let's rewind. 
Back in April, in a PR stunt involving GM president Mary 
Barra, the New York Stock Exchange, and a heavily camou- 
| flaged vehicle of distinctly supercar proportions, Chevrolet 
finally, formally acknowledged what legions of petrol heads 
| knew to be true from countless spy photos and internet 
posts: The next-generation Corvette was coming, fast. 
Prior to its announced 7-18-19 reveal, we racked our 
brains to extract the meaning in those numbers. My best 
| guess was that it was a hiding-in-plain-sight nod to a poten- 
tial Nürburgring lap time; 7 minutes, 18 seconds would be 
impressive for an entry-level Stingray. 

But GM had much grander plans, a moonshot of its own. It 
| used J шу 18, 2019, to celebrate both the 50th anniversary of 
| | the Apollo 11 mission, which 

launched on July 16, 1969, and 
_ put the first humans on the 
moon, and the debut of the 
most dramatic renewal of its 
flagship sports car, which has 
its own special ties to Ameri- 

ca’s space program. 
With bona fide American 
heroes, former astronauts Mae Jemison and Scott Kelly, as 
| the opening presenters, Chevrolet went heavy on nostalgia, 
themes of American optimism and idealism, and the chal- 
lenges of science and engineering. For all the flag waving 
| andchestthumping, Chevy managed to tie one of America's 
proudest moments to, yes, basically a new product intro- 

| duction, but it did so with surprising class. 
It was an ambitious, highly choreographed, and (from the 
look of things) hideously expensive affair. But it was also 
| grounded in authenticity and (most important) substance 
| instories of man/woman and machine. 

Twenty-four hours before the unveil, we snagged exclu- 

sive, up-close-and-personal time with the show vehicles to 


10 MOTORTREND.COM OCTOBER 2019 


0-60 


under 3 seconds 


create "M Videos and photo galleries that lit up our website 
like the Rocketdyne F-1 engines on a Saturn V rocket. What 
might have gotten lost amid all the anniversary pageantry | 
and plumes of C8 excitement are three revelations. 

Despite the supercar layout, Corvette remains a shock- 
ingly livable grand tourer. I was one ofthe first journalists 
to get behind its wheel, and it was a forgettable process; I 
can't recall any difficulty in getting in or out of the vehicle. 
The car is Corvette low, but there are no wide rocker panels 
to hoist a thigh over. Nestling into the Competition Sport 
seats didn't require cleansing breaths or yoga asanas. 

Up front, the frunk swallowed up a cabin-approved carry- 
on and my work backpack. The trunk, which somehow 
sits behind the engine and above the gearbox, is still deep 
enough to hold two slim golf bags, stacked on top of each 
other. I know because I packed and repacked both a couple 
of times in a video you can see on our site. Boring bit of 
trivia? Not for the legions of Corvette owners skeptical of 
losing its daily drivability. 

This brings meto the boldness ofthis entire mid-engine 
proposition. Prior to launch, as leaks of the C8 started to 
emerge, chatter materialized on social media that perhaps 
the Corvette team had made a serious mid-engine miscal- 
culation. Was this something the loyal fan base actually 
wanted? To hedge its bets, why not expand the Corvette line 
to include an upmarket mid-engine variant while retaining 
a legacy front-engine model? 

But no; the Chevy and GM brass made a clean break. In 
popular business lingo, they went all in on the new platform. 
To seal the deal, GM president Mark Reuss closed out the 
event by whipping out his pricing gun and firing off the 
Stingray’s under-$60,000 starting price, which promptly 
sent everyone into sticker shock—the right kind, for once. 
No retreat, no surrender, good night. 

Butthis isn't the end. This isn't even the end ofthe begin- 
ning of the story of this next-gen Corvette. Hang on as we 
deliver more C8 exclusives, and enjoy this issue. ₪ 
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terrato. It’s one of those 
Qe not totally 

translatable Italian 
words. Similar to countach, a 
Piedmontese expression that’s 
a cross between “holy cow” and 
something a bit more blue. 

Sterrato, in the broadest 

sense, means “dirt road.” 
But a sterrato is more like an 
unplowed field. It’s untamed, 
unconquered. Ferruccio 
Lamborghini made his first 
fortune building tractors. Most 
of the roads around Sant’Agata 
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WE SAY P22 
WORDS FROM 
OUR EDITORS 


Sterrato 


жы 


are sterrati. What this has to do 
with a 630-horsepower Mars 
attack rover I will leave up to 
you. If nothing else, it's a fun 
Word to say. 

So what is this thing? A 
Huracán Evo that's been raised 
nearly 2 inches and had its 
track widened by over an inch. 
The Sterrato's wheel arches are 
both wider and 3-р printed 
to accommodate the wider 
balloon tires, 235/45 R20 front 
and 305/40R20 rear. The front 
axle has been moved forward 
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THEY SAY P26 INTERVIEW 
ANDY PALMER CEO, 
ASTON MARTIN 


What the World Needs Now Is This ... — 
Huracan 


3 inches to accommodate the 
larger tires, which neces- 
sitated new control arms 

and longer front fenders. 
Aluminum armor plating has 
been added to the bottom of 
the Sterrato’s snout, on its 
side sills, and under the rear 
fascia. That rear hunk of metal 
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also acts as а diffuser, because 
Lamborghini. The approach 
angle is increased by just 1 
degree; the departure angle 
increases by 6.5 degrees. 
There’s also shielding in 
front of the side intakes to keep 
rocks and debris out of the 
engine’s intake plenums. LED 





with the Evo, the Lamborghini 
Dinamica Veicolo Integrata 
(i.e., Lamborghini Dynamic 
Vehicle Integration) here on 
the Sterrato is geared (pun 
intended) toward off-road 
fun. The system has been 
optimized for low-grip 
surfaces and situations. The 
ESC and the systems that 
dole out torque front and rear 
and side to side have been 
Sterrato tuned with dusty, 
gravel roads in mind. As such, 
the Sterrato exhibits more 
rear-drive behavior than any 
other Lamborghini, even the 
rear-drive Huracán. Weird 
but true. 

First up was the Nardo 
Handling Circuit, the best 
track you've never driven. 
Not surprisingly, here's 
where the Sterrato's Huracán 
bones emerged. Almost pure 
joy. First of all, it leans. The 
suspension's been softened 
considerably compared with 
a standard Evo, let alone a 
Performante. The Sterrato 
isn't floppy in corners; rather, 
it takes a set as you turn, 
which I love. As mentioned, 
the car is so rear-biased, it 
initiates a drift whenever you 
turn. Quickest way around 
a track? No, obviously not. 
However, because every other 
supercar is obsessed with the 
quickest lap time, it's big-time 
refreshing to pilot one that's 
only interested in having a 
great time. 





Expect to also see a 
snowboard rack if the 
Huracán Sterrato reaches 
production. Maybe some 
spikes, too. Personally, I'd 
ditch these harnesses. 





running lights, an LED light 
bar, and mud flaps complete 
the Mad Max supercar look. 
The interior is quite cool, 
with military drab green 
Alcantara covering the seats 
set off by orange accents. The 
aluminum plates in place of 
floormats are a great touch. 


The final piece of the - - — ә = 
° іш - т 4 = / и 
Sterrato puzzle is the герго- — ga 4 
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grammed LDVI. Launched 
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Next up was a fast, winding 
dirt track—similar to a rally 
stage—called Strada Bianca, 
the White Road. I was gob- 
smacked by just how incred- 
ible this post-apocalyptic- 
looking buggy did in the dirt. 

I perhaps forgot that the 
Sterrato still has that fantastic 
5.2-liter V-10 and a quick- 
shifting dual-clutch transmis- 
sion. There are two places on 
Strada Bianca where I could 
pull third gear, and I was 
shocked by both the accelera- 
tion and the velocity. 

As I got on the brakes, any 
steering input at all sent the 
rear of the car into a lurid 
drift, exactly what the LDVI 
was programmed to do. The 
engineering brain trust at 
Lamborghini made sure its 
dirt-first supercar can slide 
around an off-road track. I’ve 
taken a number of Subaru 
WRXs and STIs on dirt trails, 
and there’s a familiar charac- 
teristic at play here, only the 
Sterrato is two or three times 
more potent. It’s brilliant. 

Here's a couple reasons 
why Sant'Agata ought to put 
the Sterrato into production. 
You ever driven a supercar? 





The single most annoying 
thing is scraping the nose on 
everything. The Sterrato will 
never scrape. Besides, even if 
it does, you'd be scraping the 
aluminum nose guard, and 
scars would look cool on this 
particular car. 

As time marches on, sports 
cars and supercars only get 
thinner tires, stiffer springs, 
and firmer dampers. Fat 
sidewalls, soft springs, and 
relaxed dampers mean the 
Sterrato rides better than any 
supercar I can think of. Yes, 
even McLarens. 

But is there a business 
case? Was there a business 
case for the Ford Raptor? Or 
the Porsche GT3 Touring? I'd 
just argue, the rich are getting 
richer. They need toys. And 
the Sterrato is one hell of a 
toy. Decades ago, Lamborghini 
shocked the world with first 
the Countach and then the 
ГМ002. The time has come 
for the house that Ferruccio 
built to do it all over again. 
Long live wild-eyed ideas that 
accountants are predisposed 
to hate. Long live Sterrato! 
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had no choice. I couldn't 
| reverse; behind me was а 
line of Outbacks like mine, 
ready to proceed. Ahead, the 
trail vanished over a crest. 


What lay beyond was unknown, 


but given the angle of the tree 
line, steepness was certain. I 
exhaled, pulled the shifter into 
drive, and released the brake. 
The Outback is Subaru’s 
best-seller, so it had to get 
this sixth generation right. 
Complete re-engineering 
of its steel unibody resulted 
in a 70 percent increase in 
overall torsional stiffness. 
It also enhanced safety with 
driver-side knee airbags and 
crumple zones designed 
around future NHTSA tests. 
In idyllic Mendocino, Cali- 
fornia, Highway 1% sweepers, 
hairpins, and rolling elevation 
changes demonstrated the 
improved rigidity, though the 
suspension allowed a good 








amount of roll. That said, it 
was free of bounce or jiggle on 
this glass-smooth asphalt. The 
repositioned side mirrors and 
insulated windshield helped 
minimize wind and tire noise. 

It wouldn't be an Outback 
without all-wheel drive, here 
featuring brake-based torque 
vectoring. The setup proves 
competent, but combined 
with electric power steering, 
it results in a light but life- 
less feel. 


An optional 11.6-inch 
touchscreen is framed 2 
іп the dashboard. 


Exterior styling is largely - 


unchanged. Check the 
headlights to tell the 
пем опе араг. 





Subaru upped 

its game again 
with the new 
Outback's interior. 


Inside are well-considered 
materials and an optional 
11.6-inch touchscreen that's 
intuitively arranged and highly 
responsive. 

I started in an Outback with 
a 182-hp 2.5-liter flat-four. It 
got up to the 55-mph speed 
limit, but not with much 
enthusiasm. I hoped for some 
WRX spirit from the 260-hp 
2.4-liter turbo boxer I sampled 
later, but it disappointed my 
rally-car desires. With either 
engine, the CVT needs time 
to calculate the optimal ratio 
before accelerating. 

I also piloted the Outback 
over miles of bumpy, rutted fire 
roads covered by dirt, gravel, 
and loam. In places sight lines 
were blind and pitches steep. 
Here, the Outback revealed 
what sets it apart. 





All 2020 Outbacks feature 
X-Mode off-road traction and 
hill descent control, which 
proved crucial at that blind 
precipice. I rolled forward 
with my foot covering the 
brake. Over the edge, I fought 
my instinct to stab the brakes, 
but X-Mode took control. I 
detected it slowing each wheel 
individually, barely sliding over 
the loose dirt. 

At the bottom was a 
car-length flat section, then an 
immediate uphill right-hander. 
Turning in, torque vectoring 
held the inside rear wheel while 
the outside front dug, pivoting 
me through. Steady power 
made climbing to the top easy. 

At a secluded lagoon, I 
inched into the water over 
loose pebbles, careful to mini- 
mize bow wake. Once across, 
another plunge followed, this 
time tilted against the shore. 
The negative camber tried to 
pull the car in, but X- Mode Кері 
clawing and prevented sinking. 

Aside from a few minor chin 
scrapes, the Subie handled 
these trails in stride. It may 
not be a hardcore off-roader 
(ahem, Jeep Wrangler), but the 
Outback's purpose more befits 
a lifestyle vehicle that projects 
outdoorsy intentions even 


when confined to tarmac. Still, 


for drivers who enjoy adven- 
turing off the beaten path, the 
2020 Outback has impressive 
trail chops. Alex Leanse 


Base Price $27,655 
Vehicle Layout Front-engine, 
AWD, 5-pass, 4-door SUV 
Engines 2.5L/182-hp/176- 
lo-ft DOHC 16-valve flat-4; 
2.5L/260-hp/277-lb-ft turbo- 
charged DOHC 16-valve flat-4 
Transmission Cont variable 
auto Curb Weight 3,650-3,950 
lb (mfr) Wheelbase 108.1 in 
L x W x H 191.3 א‎ 73.0 x 61.8 in 
0-60 MPH 6.5-8.5 sec (MT est) 
EPA City/Hwy/Comb Fuel Econ 
23-26/30-33/26-29 mpg 
On Sale in U.S. Fall 2019 
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uying a three-row family vehicle 
po mean surrendering your 

enthusiast card at the door. That's 
the message Ford is sending with the 2020 
Explorer ST, a 400-hp crossover. And if you 
like your SUVs set to Eco rather than Sport, 
the sixth-generation Explorer family also 
expands to include its first hybrid variant. 

Previously front-drive-based, Explorers 
now ride on Ford's new rear-drive archi- 
tecture with available all-wheel drive. Rear 
drive makes the Explorer, especially the 
ST, more exciting. It still feels like a large 
vehicle, but on the roads outside Portland, 
Oregon, it showed an agility its predecessor 
didn't possess. Off-road, it benefits from 
short overhangs, as we discovered on a 
course with an 18-degree grade. 

Base trims have Ford's 300-hp, 310-Ib-ft 
2.3-Шег turbo 1-4 with a 10-speed auto. 
The ST and top Platinum trims both have 
a 3.0-liter twin-turbo V-6, tuned to 365 
hp and 380 lb-ft of torque in the Platinum 
versus 400 hp and 415 lb-ft in the ST. The 
other addition is the first Explorer Hybrid, 
with a 318-hp, 336-lb-ft 3.3-liter V-6 anda 
10-speed modular hybrid transmission. 

The look is sleeker with a wider stance 
and sloping roofline. Still, its less boxy 
looks pale in comparison with the Lincoln 
Aviator’s or Kia Telluride’s wow factor. 

Out back, the ST offers quad chrome 
exhaust tips and an exposed trailer hitch. 
(AWD and tow package are standard; the 


2020 Ford Explorer 









All-wheel drive is 

available across the 
Explorer lineup and is 
standard on the ST. 


ST is rated to tow 5,600 pounds.) The ST 
has a high-flow exhaust with less attenu- 
ation. The engine sound is yummy. Shifts 
are quicker, on purpose. In Sport mode, 
the transmission holds gears longer; 
under hard braking, it downshifts to stay 
in the powerband on the assumption the 
driver will get right back into it. Brakes 
provide strong and confident stopping 
power. Sport also tightens the steering, 
but feel from the wheel is still a bit numb. 

The Limited Hybrid’s electric motor 
is packaged between the engine and the 
transmission’s torque converter, and it can 
drive about 3 miles in electric-only mode. 
Ford claims a total range of 500 miles. The 
new powertrain architecture’s twin inde- 
pendent cam timing approximates the 
Atkinson cycle while keeping more power. 
The hybrid can tow 5,000 pounds. 

Inside, all but the base model have 
standard second-row bucket seats. The 
second row folds and slides forward at the 
push of a button. An 8.0-inch touchscreen 
replaces the old 4.0-incher; a 10.1-inch 
capacitive screen is also available. 

For 2020, a full array of driver assist 
technologies help you steer, stop, speed 
up, park, reverse, switch to high-beams, 
and set the adaptive cruise control. 

The Explorer starts at $33,860, jumping 
to $37,770 for the XLT, $49,225 for the 
Limited, $55,835 for the ST, and $59,345 
for the Platinum trim. Alisa Priddle 


SPECS Base Price $33,860-$59,345 Vehicle Layout Front-engine, RWD/AWD, 6-7-pass, 


4-door SUV Engine 2.3L/300-hp/310-Ib-ft turbocharged DOHC 16-valve 1-4; 3.0L/365-400- 
hp/380-415-Ib-ft twin-turbo DOHC 24-valve V-6; 3.3L/318-hp/336-lb-ft DOHC 16-valve V-6 


plus electric motor, 318 hp/336 lb-ft comb Transmission 10-speed automatic 

Curb Weight 4,350-5,000 Ib (mfr) Wheelbase 119.1 in Lx W x H 198.8-199.3 x 78.9 x 69.9-70.2 in 
0-60 MPH 5.8-7.5 sec (MT est) EPA City/Hwy/Comb Fuel Econ 18-21/24-28/20-24 ME 
Energy Consumption, City/Hwy 160-187/120-140* CO2 Emissions, 

Comb 0.82-0.96 Ib/mile* On Sale In U.S. Currently 
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*(gas models only) 
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Whispers out of Gaydon suggest the 
Aston Mortin DBX is one of the most 
challenging projects the automaker 
has ever undertaken. SUVs are a new 
world for one of Britain's most storied 
sports car makers, and everything 

from the wheels up has to be designed, 
engineered, and developed. The DBX 
will initially be available with a 550-hp 
version of the Daimler-sourced 4.0-liter 
twin-turbo V-8. A plug-in hybrid version 
due in 2021 will use Doimler's new 
3.0-liter l-6 and powertrain electronics. 
The suspension will feature three- 
chamber height-adjustable air springs 
and active anti-roll bars. The all-wheel- 
drive system will include an active 
center differential and locking rear diff. 
To get the best dynamic performance 
(Porsche's latest Cayenne has been the 
car's benchmark), the DBX will also have 
rear tires that are wider than the fronts. 
Land Rover is rumored to be working 
on a major redesign of the Discovery 
even though it's barely two years into its 
life cycle. Designed in the early 2000s, 
the blocky, industrial-chic Discovery 3 
and Discovery 4 models (badged LR3 
and LR4 in the U.S.) were solid sellers for 
more than a decade. The new Discovery 
has proven nowhere near as popular, 
with sales down 40 percent. Customers 
have not warmed to current Land Rover 
design chief Gerry McGovern's soft- 
edged replacement, its plump rump апа 
offset rear license plate representing 
particular bones of contention. More 
critically, the upcoming launch of the 
all-new Defender, code-named L663, 
presents another problem: Those 
who've seen the new SUV say it's such a 
compelling reimagining of Land Rover's 
icon that it's likely to attract disaffected 
Discovery buyers. So JLR is now 
rethinking its entire Discovery strategy. 
Most industry insiders see the Ford- 
Volkswagen alliance as a win for 

both automakers. Collaboration on 
core hardware for pickups, commercial 
vans, electric vehicles, and autonomous 
drive systems should cut costs and 
boost profits on both sides. But there's 
reportedly plenty of head-scratching 
going on in Wolfsburg over Ford boss 
Jim Hackett's seeming reluctance to 
consummate the deal in person. Sources 
say Hackett has been invited to VW HQ 
three times but has yet to show. VW chief 
Herbert Diess is said to be nonplussed 
at Hackett's apparent disengagement 
given the significance of the deal. 
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Stratus Men's 53 
Blue Watch $e 


Stratus 
Men's Black- 


ATTENTION WATCH ENTHUSIASTS! 
THIS IS “THE ONE"! 
DANIEL STEIGER STRATUS WATCH $149 PLUS S&P 
.. reaching new heights with sporty and stylish features 


A long-standing idea in the World of Fashion is the concept of 'The One Watch!' For watch enthusiasts 
this is the one timepiece that would be equally suitable for leisure, business & work and special events 
Meticulously crafted reliability for sports and everyday wear but perfect for that special occasion. 


We believe our new 'Stratus' blends all of these elements together to provide you with the 
perfect timepiece! You would expect such a magnificent creation to command a price into the 
thousands of dollars, but with Daniel Steiger we cut out the middleman, passing the considerable 

saving on to our customers. 


" »tratus The non promo code price of $679 has been reduced by a stunning 7896 providing you with the 
iE vie Steer 


chance to purchase this luxuriously handsome timepiece for a one off special price of $149 (plus S&H). 
Order today as stock is limited. 


ORDER YOURS TODAY! TOLL FREE 24/7 ON 


30 DAY MONEY 1-800 733 8463 


A P 
BACK | nd Quote Promo Code 








GUARANTEE 














е Day, Date 8 24-Hour Functions е Comfortable Milanese Mesh Band 
e 5 Year Unlimited Movement Warranty е Magnificent Presentation Case 
Timepieces Int Inc, 10701 NW 140th Street, Suite 1, Hialeah Gardens, Fl. 33018 
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orldwide Prosecco Shortage” 
sounds melodramatic, but it 

W was areal headline afew years 
back. The world, apparently, had figured 
out Italian sparkling wine was as good as 
the French stuff at a better price. 

I've reached that age when all my 
friends are on their second or third 
babies, and they're not afraid to tell the 
world that wine is how they're dealing 
with it. The next time one of those moms 
pours herself the bubbly stuff, it'll likely 
be after she's finished unloading the kids 
from her new 2020 Hyundai Palisade, 
which she bought for the same reason as 
the prosecco, 

Mom might've had her eye on a pricey 
Mercedes-Benz GLS-Class or Lincoln 
Navigator as her high-clearance minivan 
alternative, but Hyundai can approximate 
that luxury for less than 50 grand fully 
loaded. With a bold look up front, interior 
design that borrows from the best, and a 
features list as long as a child's backpack 
leash, the Palisade gives her luxe looks for 
а much lower price. 

The way the features are arranged, 
though, is what counts. The center 
console between the front seats, for 
example, looks torn out of a Navigator, 
but with even more room for all your 
stuff. The second row has a ton of 
legroom—or critical child seat space. 
The third row is big enough for adults (or 
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older teenagers), though the raised floor 
puts your knees up more than you'd like. 

Hyundai added grab handles just 
behind the rear doors to make it easier to 
pull yourself into the third row. Equally 
clever: putting USB ports in the sides 
ofthe first-row seats and up high on 
the walls in the third row. Other handy 
features include the ability to pair two 
phones, the ability to turn off all the rear 
speakers so the kids сап nap while you 
stay entertained, and the ability to turn 
the rear speakers into a PA system. 

With good body control, it's as easy 
to drive as a minivan: the ride is a fine 
balance between comfort and respon- 
siveness. It has adequate power, and the 
eight-speed automatic responds quickly 
and smoothly. 

Snow mode is the only special 
all-wheel-drive setting; company reps say 
it will work fine for mud or sand or wher- 
ever else a typical three-row family cross- 
over buyer might find themselves. We put 
inafew dozen miles on well-maintained 
gravel roads to confirm, and Hyundai's 
probably right. 

Priced perfectly with competitors (such 
as the Ford Explorer on page 16 and the 
Kia Telluride on page 62), the Palisade is 
the perfect combination of a luxury look, 
mainstream price, and all the features 
vou could want. Raise your next flute of 
prosecco to that. Scott Evans 


SPECS Base Price $32,645 Vehicle Layout Front-engine, FWD/AWD, 7/8-pass, 4-door SUV 
Engine 3.81 /291-һр/262-Ір-Н Atkinson-cycle DOHC 24-valve V-6 Transmission 8-speed 
automatic Curb Weight 4,100-4,400 Ib (mfr) Wheelbase 114.1in L xW x H 196.1 א‎ 77.8 x 68.9 in 
0-60 MPH 7.2 sec (MT est) EPA CITY/HWY/Comb Fuel Econ 119/24-26/21-22 mpg 

Energy Consumption, City/Hwy 177/130-140 kW-hr/100 miles CO2 Emissions, Comb 
0.90-0.93 Ib/mile On Sale In U.S. Currently 
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From the Motor Irend 


Archive ... 


CHEVY'S SECRET SUPER "УЕТТЕ 


GM in the 705 


Forlag, (ils ын а, t 


70 e 
KING , 
COBRA JETstream ‘Liner 
Жы 7 
_ 712, М 
—P 
# T FORD'S 
Dodge Charger 
Daytona and Plym- 
outh Superbird, this 
Torino was meant 
ב‎ to beat Chrysler's 
OCTOBER 1969 "sero cars" on 
PRICE: $0.50 NASCAR tracks and 
Our October 1959 streets around the 
issue was entirely country. Unfortu- 
dedicated to what nately, NASCAR 
consumers and would change its 
enthusiasts could rules to ban the 
expect from the Big aero cars (апа 
Three in the '70s. The all technological 
cover car was Ford's advancement, it 
Torino King Cobra would seem), so the 
Jetstream ‘Liner. Torino King Cobra 
Designed to be Ford's never made it into 
answer to Chrysler's production. 





OCTOBER 1989 
PRICE: $2.95 
Just as we looked to 
the "70s in October 
1969, in October 1989 
we were looking to 
the 1990s. This issue 
was packed with 
previews and First 
Drives,including 

the Buick Reatta 
convertible, Lincoln 
Town Car, Geo 
Storm, and Porsche 
911 Carrera 4. 





OCTOBER 2009 
PRICE: $4.99 
October 2009 wasa 
hot issue; this was the 
year our Best Handling 
Car became the Best 
Driver's Car test we 
know and love. The 
contenders included 
everything fromthe 
Audi R8 to the Nissan 
370Z NISMO, but it was 
ultimately the Porsche 
Cayman S that drove 
off with the win. 











FALL FOR PROTECTION 


The sun is setting earlier and the weather is getting cooler, but 
with STA-BIL®, your baby will always be-protected. STA-BIL® 360° 
Protection cleans your fuel system and removes water. On top of 
that, it protects against corrosion and keeps your gas fresh over the 
winter months. | 


When you're ready to turn that kéy next spring the only feeling you'll 
have is the rumble pulsing through your chest and adrenaline 
pumping through your veins. 


sta-bil.com | Ready. Willing. 


NEWS | OPINION | GOSSIP | STUFF = 


Mark Rechtin 
REFERENCE MARK o@markrechtin 


10.19 | TREND 





We Say... Š 


" 


One Man, One Engine: Inside 
an almost-sterile assembly line 


he theory behind one person being the caretaker 

of a single engine as it rolls down the assembly line 

is not new. Performance-machine makers have 

experimented with it from time to time. But at 

АМС factory tucked into Affalterbach's rolling hills 
northeast of Stuttgart, the philosophy is more than just 
an experiment—it’s the company’s core DNA. 

Not to say you can't modify DNA, as I saw ina tour ofthe 
performance tuner's factory. Those familiar with AMG's 
existing V-8 assembly line know it to be a controlled riot 
of overhead cables, parts bins, and old-school engine 
manufacturing processes. Yes, one person is in charge 
of each engine, but where the new M139 turbo-four will 
be built, it may as well be a semiconductor clean room. 

The new M139 cranks out 387 hp in base form and 421 
forthe S model, which Ralph Illenberger, head of engine 
development for Mercedes-AMG, notes is "the highest 
power output per liter. ... Even supercars 
cannot reach this." 


Schiller knows of what he speaks. Before he came to 
AMG, he spent a combined 16 years working for Daimler 
as a production planning, logistics, and quality assurance 
executive at various Mercedes-Benz assembly lines; he 
also had a quick stint at Hilti, which makes power tools. 
He holds a doctorate from the Institute of Industrial Engi- 
neering and Production Management at the University 
of Karlsruhe. So, yeah, he knows how to run a factory. 

Although it takes four hours to build an AMG V-8 
engine, Schiller says the turbo-four can be assembled in 
halfthat time on the new line. Each part is automatically 
preconfigured and loaded onto a robotic parts trolley then 
scanned as it's installed, which saves 15 minutes in scan- 
ning bar codes from parts trays. It also saves more than a 
quarter mile of walking to parts bins for each engine. АП 
torque values are preset in the cordless drivers for each 
part's installation, ensuring accuracy. 

How seriously does AMG take the One 
Man, One Engine philosophy? If you're 


How complicated is the new engine? (4110 DES 100 10а partway through building an engine and your 


There's a new cylinder head design, two- 
stage direct injection with the injection 
nozzles and spark plugs rotated 90 degrees from the old 
design, and Camtronic variable exhaust valve timing. 
The cooling system in the head is now near the spark 
plugs and between the cylinders. The turbos have a new 
turbine housing, compressor, and manifold, with an 
electronically controlled wastegate. And the engine is 
rotated 180 degrees with the intake side up front and the 
turbine side next to the firewall, which presents myriad 
heat management issues. 

These challenges meant the AMG production line 
needed to move into an era of digitalization and precision. 

“We are dealing with complexity,” AMG chief oper- 
ating officer Emmerich Schiller says while walking the 
gleaming new line. 
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new era of precision. 


shift ends, your engine gets parked offline 
until you come back to work. And with the 
new system, the engine rig parks itself. 

Schiller admits there’s a weak link in this sort of crafts- 
manship. At a regular engine plant, an unskilled worker 
with one day of training can do one job of installing valve 
springs or whatever. But getting a job on the AMG line 
requires a three-year apprenticeship at AMG or Daimler, 
a mechanical engineering degree, and four weeks of 
supervision before being allowed to build an engine. 

With all this automation, the system can tell whether 
a manufacturing error is the fault of the engine builder 
performing the task in the wrong order or from the wrong 
position, a misuse of the tooling, or a materials failure. 
Knowing the source also makes for greater accountability 
for the engines, each of which carries a badge with the 
builder’s imprinted signature. 

That said, even considering poten- 
tial engine variants, “the chance of 
wrong assemblies is going to zero,” 
Schiller says. “They take it personally. 
... It’s ‘my’ engine.” ₪ 


The soundtrack 
of the new 
Mercedes-AMG 
engine assembly 
line is a quiet, 
robotic thrum, 
periodically 
interrupted by 
the clatter of 
cordless power 
tools—compared 
to the clamor 

of a traditional 
engine plant. 
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We Say... 


smarter Heads: 
iron cams with smart e-cams 


erhaps ironically, one of the dumbest remaining 

parts of a modern, electronically controlled 

combustion engine 15 the cylinder head. Sure, 

many of them can alter valve timing and lift, but 

not infinitely, not very quickly, and never on a per- 
cylinder, per-combustion-event basis. 

Great engineering minds at Lotus, Ricardo, Valeo, and 
others have endeavored to replace dumb steel camshafts 
with smart air- or oil-operated valves, but either they 
drew too much power or lacked the necessary computing 
power. These barriers are falling. Back in April 2018, I 
covered a hydropneumatic camless valve solution from 
Koenigsegg called Freevalve that might hit produc- 
tion in a Chinese Qoros vehicle within a year. Then | 
I discovered Intelligent Valve Technology from 
British tech company Camcon Auto, which strikes me 
as simpler and therefore better. 

IVT is not camless, per se. Rather, the technology opens 
and closes the valves with multiple desmodromic cams, 
each powered by its own high-precision, eight-pole 7 


ЕГ т. 
permanent-magnet electric stepper motor—no | 0 ШИ?” 
.ו‎ + т | 
! 


coil or hydraulic springs, no compressed air, and | 
no check valves. Want full lift? Rotate the cam й 
360 degrees. Want less than that? Rotate it part 
way and then back again. Unlike the Freevalve | | 
concept, this one can create almost any valve | ^ 
opening or closing profile desired, allowing 
engineers to “calibrate without compromise." 
(Camcon also markets it as an engineering tool 
for developing conventional cam profiles.) 
Claimed power and efficiency benefits include reduced 
pumping losses (no throttle required), 30 percent less 
cranking torque to start (permitting more frequent auto- 
stops and perhaps a smaller starter), selective cylinder 
deactivation, reduced parasitic losses (most steady-state 
operating modes benefit from only actuating one intake 
or exhaust valve), on-demand Atkinson-cycle operation, 
and infinitely variable swirl, tumble, or “swumble.” Side 
benefits include packaging (lower valvetrain height, no 
cam drive) and improved sound-the valves themselves 
operate more quietly, and opening exhaust valves 
slightly out of phase prevents their resulting 
shock waves from reinforcing each other, шо 
which could reduce sound-deadening 
and exhaust-muffling requirements. 
The system can operate on 12- or 
48-volt electrical architecture, but the | 
demonstrator vehicle (a Jaguar XE with a 2.0-liter /” 
Ingenium gas engine) runs оп 12 volts. Early // 
testing indicates a 7.5 percent improvement | 
in steady-state running efficiency. The latest 
actuators can fully open in 5.5 milliseconds and , 
are rated for 6,750-rpm operation. The parasitic / 
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Replacing dumb 














IVT 6-65 
offer impressive 
packaging 
benefits, reduce 
engine length 
(no timing belt 
or chain), and 
lower overall 
engine height. 
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Т. power draw on the electrical system is a bit higher 
"AN N than that of a conventional crank-driven valvetrain 
P | \ during high-load operation using all the valves at 

ST d Á ) » full lift, but under the more prevalent lower-lift 
| NN E single-valve operating modes, the power draw 
an ששל‎ (and the friction) is reduced. 

Fap The ultimate efficiency improvement 
expected with iVT operating all valves and an arti- 
ficial-intelligence controller tailoring timing, lift, 

cylinder deactivation, and more on a per-cycle basis 
is diesel-equivalent consumption (so figure upward 
of 30 percent). 
What about cost? Research by Camcon, Jaguar, and 
a Tier 1 supplier suggests that at volume production it 
will cost less than other technologies promising similar 
savings. Vehicles requiring less CO, improvement can 
cut costs further by electrifying only the intake and/or 
by operating two valves with one actuator. 

What if it fails? Because the valves can be opened 
quicker and stay open longer, Camcon has demon- 
strated that it can flow enough air to match the stock 
engine’s power with a lower max lift that prevents 
piston interference. 
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A desmodromic 
valvetrain, such 
as iVT employs 
here, uses cams 
and rocker arms 
both to open 
and to close the 
valves—no return 


springs are 
needed. Fully independent control enables other cool capa- 
bilities—like routing only half of the exhaust 
o" ports through a turbocharger to heat the cata- 


lyst more quickly and eliminate the waste- 
gate. The lower starting torque and ability 
to selectively deactivate cylinders make iVT 
great for hybrids, allowing for more frequent 
shutoff and battery charging at higher effi- 
ciency running on fewer cylinders. With 
an electric supercharger and the right 
combustion chamber, it's even possible 
to switch to two-stroke operation for 
peak power. Don't count out the internal 
combustion engine just yet. li 
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Testing conducted іп an independent laboratory using AMSOIL Signature Series 5W-30 Synthetic Motor Oil 
against a leading brand 5W-30 synthetic-blend motor oil in Ford" F-150 trucks with 3.5L twin-turbo engines. 


— MORE WEAR PROTECTION a 


Your bearings shoulder the 
burden whenever you tow, haul 
or stomp the gas. AMSOIL 
delivers powerful protection 

for bearings and other critical 
components so you can 

drive with confidence. То 
demonstrate, an independent 
lab put AMSOIL synthetic motor 
oil head-to-head against a 


100,000-mile test. AMSOIL 
provided far superior wear 
protection and kept bearings 
looking like new. Get your ride 
the protection it deserves. 


The First in 77777 2773727 


Buy it at: 
amsoil.com/motortrend 


Fast, Free Shipping** 


** Some exclusions apply. 
See www.amsoil.com for details. 


Call ог go online 
for our FREE 
Factory Direct 
Retail Catalog 

1-866-238-4226 


“All fademarked names and images are the property of their respective owners and тау be registered marks іп some countnes. No affiliation 
or endorsement claim, express or implied, is made by their use. All products advertised here are developed by AMSOIL for use in the applications shown. 
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ince Andy Palmer took over as 
CEO of Aston Martin in 2014, he 
has led the charge toward a new, 





5 


more diverse generation of Aston Martin 
vehicles—from massively capable track 
weapons to Lagonda electric SUVs— 
exploring new territory away from the 
grand touring segment where Aston 
Martin had resided. 


Let's talk about the future of Aston Martin. 
You guys have some very exciting plans 
coming up. Is the hope still to match Ferrari 
and Lamborghini? To exist in that space? 
The problem we had was [our products] 
were clustered and cannibalizing each 
other. You saw a Vantage and said, “Is 
that a DB9, or is that a Vantage, or is ita 
Vanquish?” 

[The new Vantage] is the hardest car 
we've ever done because it's got to be as 
good as a 911, and a 911 is awesome. 

There's [also] the super GT class, the 
Ferrari 812, and we've pushed the DBS 
into that space. 

But then we look at the SUV market. 
That's DBX. What we're looking for is an 
Aston Martin that is reasonably versatile 
but very emotional. 

Then there's Lamborghini, Ferrari, 
McLaren. That's where we put our 
mid-engine car. Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
is where Lagonda goes. That’s your 
Lagonda SUV, that’s your Lagonda sedan. 

What you've got now is a very 
robust portfolio, which is capable of 
withstanding recessions and global 
conflicts and the rest of it. 


l've heard rumors of a Nürburgring lap 
for the Valkyrie. The car is so quick that I 
don't need a specially prepared, refined, 
race-going version to get the fastest lap. 
We'll probably end up doing a lap, but it 
probably wouldn't be a specially prepared 
car. It would be a development car on 
standard tires, standard tire pressures, 
straight off the line, no preparation. 
Ithink what makes it compelling is 
then, of course, you get a great time. 
Everyone goes, “Whoo-hoo,” but it’s more 
impressive because it hasn't taken three 
months of arace engineer preparing it. 
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They Say. X 


Andy Palmer 


AUTONOMY MEANS 
YOUR FORM OF 
TRANSPORTATION ISN'T 
EXHILARATING ANYMORE. 
WE'VE BECOME 
MUCH MORE FOCUSED 
ON LIFESTYLE.” 





How long do you see Aston Martin sticking 
with the internal combustion engine? 

Oh, I think it’s a long time out. I mean, we 
are delivering a brand-new V-6 engine. 
We're investing in engine technology. 
Aston goes hybrid, Lagonda goes electric. 
That's fundamentally how we split. 
Probably over a long, long period of time 
we'll consolidate toward electric in some 
way, but in the next 10, 20 years, there's 
still a role for a gasoline engine. 


You said you see car companies coming 
together and working together, versus 
facing that billion-dollar development 
cost. It's crazy that we've got 20 or 30 
major car companies spending billions 
of dollars effectively creating the 


The modern Aston 
Martin Vantage 
is q more focused 


performance car 
than its predecessor. 


CEO, Aston Martin 


same thing. The emerging technology 
around electric cars, connected cars, 

or autonomous cars ... each of those 
companies individually can’t afford to 
spend that money. They'll not get the 
return on it. The margins are becoming 
extremely tight, often negative, 
especially on electric cars. A new car, a 
billion dollars for no return. 

Autonomy in its natural conclusion 
means your form of transportation isn't 
something that's exhilarating anymore. 

You're using interior space for other 
things: sleeping, talking, meetings, video 
conferencing, whatever. And the best way 
of doing that is a cube. So brands really 
don't mean anything anymore because 
the unit has become the commodity. 


So where does Aston Martin fit in? 

Who cares whether you've got a 
handmade pod? It's just an expensive 
pod then, right? We become much more 
focused on the lifestyle of the individuals, 
the playtime of the individuals. 


Speaking of lifestyle, | know you guys have 
an apartment building going up in Miami. 
Is that a one-off project, or do you see 
that in more cities? It’s an experiment, 
but it's also an interesting expression as 
we move into that lifestyle of luxury of 
which your car is a part. Where you live, 
how you spend your spare time, it all 
becomes part of that chart. The boat fits 
in that chart. The submarine fits in that 
chart. The [vertical takeoff and landing | 
drone fits in the chart. 

Why do it on the road? Why not go 
direct? If you are going to commute into 
Los Angeles every day, wouldn’t it be 
better if you didn’t have to live in L.A.? 


You've been CEO for five years now. Does 
it live up to the dream? What do you think 
of it? Oh, you know, being a CEO... it can 
be a pretty lonely job sometimes. There 
aren’t any shoulders you can go and cry 
on when it’s not going well. Sometimes, 
well, it never goes to the plan. You 
can have rough days. But how would I 
describe it? F---ing awesome. 

Duncan Brady 
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GET YOURS NOW... before this 
legend turns another page in history 


When the Corvette® was introduced in 1953, it 
ushered in a whole new era to the automotive 
world. Over the past 672 decades, the Corvette® 
continues to bring state of the art design, 
technology and pure performance to car 
enthusiasts. Today you can celebrate this legend 
and the history making still to come with our 
custom men’s ring and bracelet. And if you act 
now, you can save when you buy both! 


General Motors Trademarks used under license 
to The Bradford Group. 

| ©2019 The Bradford Exchange 
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P.O. Box 806, Morton Grove, 


YES. Please reserve the Corvette® jewelry indicated below for me as 


described in this announcement. 


ETCHED ON BACK 


. SEND NO MONEY NOW 


IL 60053-0806 
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D RING AND BRACELET NOW! 


This special offer is available ONLY by mail or by phone — 
use the Priority Reservation below or call 1-866-768-6517 


MEN'S RING... engineered from solid stainless steel, featuring a centerpiece with a Corvette? logo from its 
earlier years against an ion-plated jet black background. Framed by a border that incorporates the Chevy racing 
checkerboard pattern, the name — Chevrolet? Corvette®, and ion-plated 24K gold accents. There's a tire tread 
design on each side and the inside of the band is etched AN AMERICA LEGEND. 


MEN'S BRACELET... hand-crafted in braided genuine leather, with a cylinder in solid stainless steel at the 
center showcasing a Corvette? logo from its earlier years, as well as the Chevy racing checkerboard pattern. 
Reverse side etched with "Corvette?: AN AMERICAN LEGEND”. Stainless steel beads have sculpted tire 
tread designs. Sized at 872” to fit most wrists; closes with a unique stainless steel magnetic clasp. 


REMARKABLE VALUES... AVAILABLE FOR A LIMITED TIME Our men's ring is priced at just $99*, payable in 
4 easy installments of $24.75 (comes in whole and half sizes from 8-15). The bracelet is priced at just $89*, 
payable іп 4 easy installments of $22.25. And if you order both now, you'll pay just $149*— that's a savings 

of $39, payable in 5 interest-free installments. To reserve the ring, bracelet or both, send no money now; just 
mail the Priority Reservation... Or order today online or by phone! But dont delay this is a limited-time offer. 
*For information on sales tax you may owe to your state, go to bradfordexchange.com/use-tax 


` LIMITED-TIME OFFER PLEASE ORDER PROMPTLY | 
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Name (Please Print Clearly) 
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*Corvette?: The Legend" Men's Ring $99* 01-21836-001 City‏ ב- 
“Corvette®: An American Legend" Men's Bracelet $89* 01-21954-001‏ 1( 
SAVE OVER 20% ШЫ Both the Ring and Bracelet $149* 01-30840-001‏ 


Ring Size: 
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| סד‎ assure a proper fit, a ring sizer will be sent to you after your reservation has been accepted. 





E-Mail (Optional) 
E40702 
*Plus a total of $9.98 shipping and service for each item (see bradfordexchange.com).Please allow 4-6 weeks 
after initial payment for shipment of your jewelry. Sales subject to product availability and order acceptance. 
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.. But First a Little Ditty 


Went on vacation last month, renteda 
Chevrolet Equinox. As we all do, I noticed 
all the similar utes. Made me think of 
one of my favorite Showtime series. 
Substitute the obvious: 

Little boxes on the hillside 

Little boxes made of ticky-tacky 

Little boxes on the hillside 

Little boxes all the same 

There’s a green one and a pink one 

And a blue one and a yellow one 

And they're all made out of ticky-tacky 

And they all look just the same. 

Bob Dillon 

Springfield, Missouri 


Walk the Talk 

When I was a kid, I wanted a Mk 3 Toyota 
Supra Turbo badly. I asked Motor Trend 
for any info on the car because by then it 
was out of production. Someone took the 
time to find the issue and make copies of 
an article about the car for me, and Гуе 
been a MotorTrend person ever since. 

Which brings me to a recent revelation 
I had. We *automotive enthusiasts" are 
a vocal bunch. We love to ask manu- 
facturers for certain cars, but we are 
absolutely horrible at buying these cars. 
We asked for an American V-8 sport 
sedan with rear-wheel drive and a stick. 
GM gave us the Pontiac G8 and Chevrolet 
SS. We didn't buy them. They were too 
expensive, they didn't make enough of 
the stick ... yada yada yada. 

We asked for an affordable, rear-drive 
sports car. Toyota and Subaru gave us 
the 86/BRZ twins. We complained they 
were underpowered, too small, and not 
differentiated enough. 

We pined for a new Supra. Toyota 
split the cost with BMW and gave us an 
I-6-powered, rear-drive sports car that's a 
lot of car for the money. But we complain 
that there's no manual and that it's not a 
"real" Toyota. 

As enthusiasts, if we want more sports 
cars (or any sports cars), we need to step 
up and buy them and stop making excuses. 
If we don't, then we shouldn't complain 
when the future brings us nothing but 
crossovers, SUVs, and SUV “coupes.” 

Thong Vang 

Fresno, California 
If it were possible for us to print the 
applause emoji, we would— Ed. 
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Readers Respond To Past Issues 


Sir, This Is a Wendy's 


I really enjoy reading subscribers’ 
comments because they tend to be very 
honest, critical, and unbiased by adver- 
tising influence. I actually prefer to read 
what fellow enthusiasts have to say than 
the opinions of your staff and editors! 

On the remote chance this letter gets 
printed, you'll probably respond with 
some silly remark about needing to 
allocate for ad space and that you're a 
business that needs to make money. 

But yet you'll allocate four pages to 
another pointless article about some 
exotic like the new Bentley Continental 
GT! Why can't you guys dedicate more 
page space to helping us find the best 
"average," moderately priced vehicles 
that will have these qualities but at a 
reasonable price? 

Here's where your snarky response will 
be tacked on in italics about how “most 
of our readers want to read about these 
overpriced exotics as a form of escape or 
fantasy." I just don't believe that! 


Reader on location 


This month's reader on location is 

CJ Rodine of Austin, Texas. Here's 
what he had to say: "My wife and 

| just got back from our trip to 
Barcelona, Lucerne, and Amsterdam. 
| didn't read my last four issues of 
MotorTrend to make sure I'd have 
plenty to read on all the flights from 
Austin to Europe and back. | took this 
picture 9900 feet up in the Swiss Alps 
at the top of Mount Titlis. Lieberman 
even gave me a great tip on a place 
to go see in Vaduz, Lichtenstein, 
when we did a day trip there!" 





There are a lot of cool and interesting 
average vehicles on the market today that 
many of your subscribers would probably 
find interesting and would want to be 
more informed about. Most of us average 
guys don't have alot of money. Help us 
get the most bang for our buck while at 
the same time avoiding the rip-offs and 
disappointments. 

God help me if I come across another 
four-page spread about a $150,000 
Porsche or $200,000 McLaren! I DON'T 
CARE! It's truly irrelevant content to me, 
and I’m just gonna turn the page. 

Joseph Romano 

Phoenix, Arizona 
It sounds like you'd really like Reddit. 

This ts a business, and many readers ао 
like flights of fantasy. That said, this issue 
features 61 vehicles, 55 of them starting 

at less than $60,000. We’ ve also had tests 
of compact SUVs, midsize trucks, and the 
best family vehicles this year. Thanks for 
reading and writing ... but you might want 
to avoid the December issue. —Ed. 


Joseph, Meet Steve 

Your July issue is one of the best issues in 
alongtime. Aston Martin has apparently 
forgotten that pontoon fenders were 
never very popular, even in the over- 
the-top designs of the '50s and '60s. The 
new Vanquish could have been beautiful, 
but—oops! Also, what was BMW thinking 
on that huge grille on the X7? 

On the good side, both the new 
McLaren GT and the ’Vette look great. It’s 
nice to see some cars mixed into the SUV 
herd for a change. Keep up the good work. 

Steve Thompson 

Cincinnati, Ohio 


Roadway Roulette 
If we accept the reasoning of IIHS 
that higher speed limits result in more 
highway fatalities ("Reference Mark,” 
July), then the reverse must also be true: 
At a speed limit of 0 mph, there would be 
no traffic deaths because there would be 
no traffic. 

A risk-free life is impossible. Life is 
a series of trade-offs. Personally, I'm 
willing to accept a slight increase in the 
fatality rate in exchange for 70-mph 
speed limits. 

Barry Crickmer 

via email 
How many seconds is a life worth?— Ed. 
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Save the PDKs 


In “Driver’s Choice,” July 2019, Angus 
MacKenzie makes a compelling argu- 
ment about the advantages of the PDK 
transmission in newer Porsches. The 
newer engines use variable valve timing. 
Similar to the controlling of ignition 
timing and fuel injection delivery, ECM 
computers adjust the camshaft timing 
based on rpm and throttle position. The 
PDK is perfectly coordinated with this. 

In my Porsche Boxster, I notice the 
PDK upshifts to keep the engine in the 
lower 2,000-rpm range under moderate 
acceleration, where there now is abun- 
dant torque due to cam timing shift—a 
shift point that’s lower than would likely 
be used with the manual transmission. 

Effectively, in my opinion, manual 
gearboxes negate some of the advantages 
of the variable cam timing. Because of the 
variable cam timing, many more gears 
in а six- or seven-speed transmission 
are suitable to use in any given situation, 
compared with older cars with four-speed 
transmissions. With a six- or seven-speed 
manual, you're often rowing through the 
gearbox unnecessarily. А dual-clutch 
automatic without a torque converter has 
all the “connected feeling” of a manual 
gearbox without the primitive clutch 
lever. MacKenzie is brave for taking on 
this sacred cow. Great writing! 

Ron Carlson 

via email 


As a 63-year-old baby boomer, I am still 
lamenting the slow death of the manual 
transmission. And now your July 2019 
issue wants me to accept an electric 
pickup truck? Let's downshift and start 
with the basics. 

I am a liberal greeny who knows that 
the planet has to be saved. Humans have 
caused climate change, but too many 
humans don’t want to recognize that fact. 
Especially human politicians. 

It seems to me that the global 
automobile industry has become very 
proactive in initiating the changes that 
planet Earth is screaming for. Well done. 
The main question I have is, what is 
the impact of using fossil fuel- powered 
generating plants to charge all of those 
new batteries requiring regeneration? I 
hope it's relatively minimal. 

I understand that methanol has 
proven to be a poor interim solution. It 
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while sitting in a truck stop overnight. 
Make them electric, too. 

Remember, start with baby steps. Planet 
Earth will notice the difference, and it will 
be easier for us baby boomers to accept. 


Tom Blair 

Palm Bay, Florida 
consumes energy to produce alternate A lot of great points, Tom. There’s no doubt 
energy. Corn comes from the surface that fossil fuel powerplants hurt when it 
of the planet, not in it. Diesel, which comes to emissions, but depending on where 
I support, could have been another you live, the impact could be minimal. 
interim choice, but Volkswagen killed For example, according to the EPA’s 
that option through corporate greed. Power Profiler (epa.gov/energy/power- 

So now the question is, what baby profiler), there’s roughly a 50/50 chance 
steps we can take in the future? How that the energy is coming from either a 
about if we focus first on the vehicles natural gas plant or from hydroelectric, 
that must be driven every day instead of solar, nuclear, or wind source. It all depends 
optionally driven? on where you live. 

The first thing I think of is the massive Regarding the electrification of delivery 
fleet of USPS vehicles that must be out vehicles, I think you'll be happy to hear that 
there six days a week. Make them electric the postal service, FedEx, and UPS have 
vehicles due to their relatively short already been investing in electric delivery 
travel distances. Next are school buses, vehicles. Are there enough of them? No. But 


also with relatively short travel distances. it’s a start. Truckmakers are beginning to 
Make them electric. Planet Earth really take note, too, especially with upstarts like 
doesn’t like semi-trucks that pollute Tesla and Nikola Motor working on electric 
while they run and continue to pollute big rigs.—Ed. 


...V1 earns it one ambush at a time. 


Glenna В., 
Dallas, TX 


Wheres 
the radar? They tell me 


every time. A detector 
without the arrows Is like 
а car without headlights.” 


Call toll-free 1-800-331-3030 
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t should’ve been easy. The Baltimore 
Colts, led by MVP quarterback Earl 
Morrall with Johnny U. in reserve, were 
18-point favorites going into Super 
Bowl III against the New York Jets of 


the upstart American Football League. 
Spoiler alert, 50 years late: It wasn't easy. 
It's also easy to cast the new Toyota 
Supra, playing for Toyota City after 
graduating from college in Munich, as 


an underdog. Toyota City's sports car 
history is patchy, and with its shared 
German and Japanese DNA, the latest 
Supra makes a natural rival for a pair of 
league stalwarts with many champion- 
ships: the Porsche Cayman and BMW M2 
Competition. And the Germans aren't 
about to let the new guy show them up. 
But after getting a feel for how the 
Supra moves, we wouldn't be surprised 





if Toyota secretly got Mazda's playbook 
as part of the big trade for sharing the 
Mazda2 and a factory down south. 
The Supra, for all intents and purposes, 
drives like the 335-hp Miata the 
internet has been demanding for the 
past decade. 

Its not dead flat around a corner like 
atrack car. There's body roll when you 
crack the wheel, but it's quick, perfectly 
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PORSCHE 718 CAYMAN 
VS. BMW M2 COMPETITION 





SUPRA BOWL: THE TOYOTA EXPANSION TEAM TAKES 
ON LEAGUE HEAVYWEIGHTS FROM BMW AND PORSCHE 


controlled, and deliberate. Dashing The Supra’s standard adaptive “This car requires quiet hands and 
through a slalom section of mountain dampers do a phenomenal Jekyll and a deft touch,” road test editor Chris 
road, the Supra shifts its weight side to Hyde routine: compliant and comfort- Walton said, “and this makes it fun to 
side like a barrel-racing champion. The able on the commute; appropriately drive. You have to figure out how the car 
steering is super quick and has absolutely stiff when you press Sport on the center works to make it work near its limits." 


zero dead spots, so every movement you console. The brakes like heat, though the This is key. The Supra wants to 

make on the wheel directly translates rear end gets light under hard braking be driven a specific way. Its 335-hp 

into precision and accuracy on the road. from high speeds. Getting up to pace is inline-six is more like 390 hp in our 

It lacks the feel of the best sports cars, easy, too, because the power delivery is dyno testing. As such, you don’t throw it 
but that’s its only concession. smooth and linear all the way up. into acorner. You lay it in. This became 
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COMPARISON 


very apparent in our deliberations. 
Testing director Kim Reynolds likes to 
tinker with the throttle and steering angle 
midcorner to see if a car has more front 
grip than it's letting on or ifthe rear will 
stay in line. That quick steering will bite 
you if you aren't smooth and precise. 
Walton and I are Clapton acolytes. We 
slowhands loved the Supra, but Reynolds 
found it too loosey-goosey on the street. 

“I really think Toyota has the drifting 
community in mind for this саг,” 
Reynolds said. 

We have to agree. When it does 
bite you, the car becomes a Formula 
Drift champion. The car's balance and 


predictability while oversteering are 
responsible for the longest drift Гуе ever 
completed on our figure-eight track. 

As to the awkward question: How 
much of the Supra is Toyota, and how 
much is BMW? Depends who you ask 
from which automaker and whether it's 
on the record or a secret shared over 
drinks. What we do know is that despite 
Toyota's inconsistent sports car history, 
it knows how to draft, and Toyota clearly 
knew how to get championship-level 
performance out of the technology it 
shared with its German counterparts. 

Rather than pit the Supra against its 
teammate Z4 convertible and its shared 


(but differently tuned) underpinnings, we 
grabbed an M2 Competition for a coupe- 
to-coupe comparison. (Also, six-cylinder 
745 weren't available in the US. at the 
time of the test.) 

First thing you need to know about the 
BMW: This M2 Comp also likes to hang 
its ass out—but like a drunk, not a drifter. 
"Its more work than fun," Reynolds said 
ofthe BMW's figure eight—but I knew 
that long before he told me. He'd blown 
the braking point and run off the west 
end of the course twice—and Kim never 
blows the braking point. The brake pedal 
is grabby at application then wooden as 
you add force. Assuming you've creased 
the BMW's floorboard deep enough with 
the pedal to get the car slowed for the 
corner, you then get to deal with terminal 
understeer that suddenly becomes wild 
oversteer as soon as you get the front 
tires to grip somewhere midcorner. Quick 
hands will stop it from spinning out, but 
its no Formula Drift machine. 

^While the BMW feels controlled," 
Walton said, “it doesn’t feel settled— 
ever.” And he didn’t even drive it on the 
track. Reynolds, who did, added this: 
“There’s a lot going on here—at times it’s 
sort of moving in two or three directions 
at once.” 





lts toast the Supra as an underdog against the BMW and Porsche stawarts ^ — 
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They all do the same job, but we prefer 

the mechanical feel and general simplicity 
of the Porsche's shifter (far left): Toyota's 
BMW-made unit (right) is slightly awkward 
with its push-button park selector апа side- 
mounted lock button, and BMW's M shifter 
(center) is just plain frustrating with its 


complete lack of.a park position or button. 





The М2 Comp’s nonadjustable 
suspension is track-day stiff, and all 
you get for it is a lot of bouncing up and 
down. Same with the engine: It feels 
monstrously powerful compared with 
the other two cars in this test but isn’t 
any quicker. Miss the way high-strung 
naturally aspirated engines absolutely 
scream at the top of the rev range? This 
car is for you. 

The transmission, meanwhile, needs 


a setting that’s neither lazy nor neurotic. 


Setting No. 2 had us constantly going 
for the paddles at the exit of a corner 
because it was in too high a gear, but 
No. 3 would throw downshifts I swear 
were in danger of overrevving the 
engine. It settled in afew hundred rpm 
short of fuel cutoff, which wasn’t useful 
because then it would just upshift again 
when I got back on the throttle. 

“By the way,” Walton wondered aloud, 
“how come BMW still chooses to make 
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this double-clutch feel like a single-clutch 
automated manual? Especially from a 
standstill, no creep and super grabby. It 
feels like the gen-one version without any 
applied ‘learnings’ along the way.” 

Road or racetrack, the M2 15 likea 
shaken bottle of soda. You can see all the 
bubbles fizzing to the top, and you think if 
you crack the cap open slightly you might 
be able to bleed off the pressure without 
it exploding all over you, but you don’t 
know for sure. All you can think about is 
how messy 101] be if you're wrong. 

The Porsche Cayman, conversely, 
is at the complete opposite end of the 
handling spectrum. Confident, measured, 
and buttoned-down, it’s everything the 
M2 isn’t. The steering is light and direct 













The Ѕирга'ѕ eight-speed auto is telepathic 
- that we never went for the 9 
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with better feedback than either of its 
testmates. The suspension is stiff but 
still compliant, soaking up road rot 
while keeping the body level and both 
ends firmly in place. The brakes are 
equally responsive. 

“Around the figure eight, I was fretting 
about the understeer,” Reynolds said. 
“But on the mountain road, that same 
understeer sense gives it areassurance 
and stability that’s much appreciated. 
This thing feels much lighter and more 
nimble than the M2, almost a different 
animal entirely.” 

Understeer is all I remember about my 
own figure-eight laps in the Cayman. I 
can’t recall another mid-engine car that so 
adamantly refuses to rotate. All you can do 
is wait for the front end to come back and 
try not to think about how much quicker 
the car would be if it would just bite. 

“The steering 15 so supple and talkative, 
right up until the understeer sets in (at 
1.03 g, by the way), Walton said. “It’s not 
quite as sensitive to throttle position as 
a rear-engine 911, but you can feel it load 
and unload nicely as the car’s weight 
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Testing director Kim Reynolds is a big fan 

of stone-cold numbers and instrumented 
tests, but every so often, he likes to take a 
step back and appreciate a car's aesthetic 
qualities divorced from its performance. 
Here are his unsolicited thoughts on these 
three disparate coupes. 


"This car is sort of the odd coupe out, 
as it has plausibly usable rear seats and sits 
noticeably taller. It would be significantly 
more usable as an everyday only vehicle. 
This thing is rather discreetly finished with 
details and highlights that are too subdued 
to be fun to look at but not overwhelming 
(interesting paint). The interior makes for a 
good driver's setting; you sit a bit higher, 
but the Porsche's sloping nose gives a 
better view of the road.” 


“It's not the timeless classic the 
911 is, but its purity and simplicity provide a 
visual relief after even a brief glance at the 
Supra (headache!). Perhaps the switchgear 
is a bit basic by contemporary standards 
and maybe has a low-level Nissan Sentra 
look. The buttons certainly don't pop out 
at you while you're on the move, so it's 
best to set things as you want them 
before driving off." 


"In white, the Supra sort of looks 
like a Star Wars Stormtrooper, all donned 
with helmet and armor and stuff. From 
the rear, its narrowing roofline gives a 
slight single-seater/monoposto quality. 
By comparison, the other two seem wide 
and obviously built for two. It also has a 
muscular, crouched look, like a sprinter 
ready to bolt from the blocks." 


Of all its party tricks, the 
Ѕирга'ѕ most useful is its 
ability to settle down into 
a comfortable, mellow 
commuter car. The Porsche 
is not quite there, and the 
BMW isn't even trying. 
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shifts fore and aft. There’s definitely 
some goodness here from being 
mid-engine.” 

When youre not thinking about the 
Porsche’s steering, you're thinking that 
the car could really handle а lot more 
power. The base engine is quick enough 
on paper, but on the road, the midrange 
power is soft, and you're left with the 
unrelenting impression that the chassis 
could handle so much more. Then you 
remember the Cayman $ exists, and 
you start working on ways to justify the 
$12,400 price jump. Still, underpowered 
or not, the base Cayman is a hell of a 
dance partner. 

“Т really like this car's basic instincts,” 
Reynolds said. ^You make one motion 
with the steering wheel, and it takes a асо Е. 
single set—which you can then finely 0-60 MPH | | 
retune with the throttle. Тһе other QUARTER | 12.5 ѕес | sec 
two cars need a lot of simultaneous LM MUS а А а E unos zl 


corrections—to steering and throttle— SODPAD | Ig | 10g | М59 


to do the same thing " FIGURE 24.0 sec | 24.1sec 24,0 sec 
EIGHT 0830 | 0 0810 


SPECS 


Despite their different personali- 
ties, their performance numbers are 
almost identical. We triple-checked the 
numbers to be sure. 


Drive it. Or get out of its way. 
The redesigned Civic Hatchback. 


With aggressive styling, powerful turbocharged engine and available 
18-inch alloy wheels, the Hatchback was made with a little mean streak. 





Forget keeping up with the competi- 
tion. The Supra is stepping on their toes, 
intentionally. 

Price is just the Yamazaki 12-year-old 
whisky toast at this Supra party. For 


$57,375 fully loaded, the Supra puts down 


the same performance numbers for 10 
grand less than the BMW and 15 grand 
less than the Porsche. Sure, the Cayman 
S has more power, but it starts at $70,550 
and rings in at nearly $79,000 equipped 
with the same performance options. 
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The opening is pinched on the sides, but 
you can put a lot of stuff in the back of the 
Supra once you finagle it in there. 


Take a close look, and you'll see the 
Supra's German roots showing. Major 
interior components were borrowed from 
BMW, including the shifter, door handles, 
infotainment system, and climate controls. 
To some Toyota fans, this is a grave sin, but 
we understand the business reasons for 
doing so and appreciate Toyota's efforts to 
make the rest look original with a unique 
steering wheel, center console, instrument 
cluster, vents, and seats. 


If Toyota wanted to charge an extra 21 
grand a pop, it could put a bigger engine 
in the Supra—and it just might. 

Now, some of you are will argue the 
Supra’s value by pointing to equipment 
levels, but it's not a row you want to hoe. 
Its true the Cayman starts at $58,150, 
not $71,930, and you could knock some 
nonessential options off our test car, 
which is already light on amenities. In 
order to maintain performance parity 
with the Supra, though, you gotta keep 
the performance options, so youre still 
in the neighborhood of $65,000. Same 
with the M2, which could ditch a few 
convenience features and come down to 
about $65,000, as well. In fact, we'd tell 
you to just buy a regular M2 instead of a 
Competition model because it performs 
the same and drives nicer, but BMW 
discontinued the standard M2 for 2020. 

The real problem, however, is that this 
game works on the Supra, too, and it's 








already eight grand cheaper fully loaded. 


Strip the Toyota down, and you can save 
another $5,000. 

Forget the prices, though. The BMW 
and Porsche aren’t on their heels here 
because the Supra is cheaper. They’re 
reeling because the Supra doesn’t suffer 
the BMW’s harsh ride or the Porsche’s 
power deficit. They’re reeling because 
the Supra’s transmission behaves like 
the Porsche’s benchmark PDK in Sport, 
yet “in Normal mode on normal roads, 
the car recedes from your attention and 


Even without the contrasting mirrors, you'll 
never lose the Supra in a parking lot. That's not 
something you сап always say about the other two. 


Н. 
ד‎ 4 
pan 


doesn’t require a thought,” as Walton put 
it. That alone is worth the BMW’s back 
seat or the Porsche’s dual cargo holds. 
“The Porsche,” he continued, “comes 
close in this manner, but not quite.” 

Six days a week, the Supra is just 
another upstanding member of the 
community, but on game day, it’s going to 
embarrass the odds-on favorites on their 
home turf. 

Like Joe Namath and the underdog 
Jets planting an AFL flag in the back of 
the NFL establishments Baltimore Colts, 
the Supra wins this comparison not 
in a blowout but by grinding down the 
opposition with better strategy. Namath 
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didn't throw a single touchdown pass 

in Super Bowl III, and the Supra didn't 
here, either. Instead, it carefully studied 
its rivals and exploited their weaknesses. 
It scored a touchdown at the test track, 
taking down any on-paper advantage the 
opposition might have had, then finished 
off the second half by nailing its field 
goals on the road. ₪ 


Third Place BMW M2 Competition 
Wildly powerful and even wilder at the 
limit, the BMW M2 is all muscle and no 
grace, and it has a rough ride to boot. 


Second Place 

Porsche 718 Cayman 

Soggy in the midrange and more 
expensive than its peers, the Porsche 718 
Cayman is sweet but not sweet enough. 


First Place: Toyota GR Supra 
(Launch Edition) 

The new Toyota Supra does everything 
the other guys do for thousands less, and 
it has none of the compromises. 
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COMPARISON 


2020 Toyota GR Supra 





POWERTRAIN/CHASSIS 


DRIVETRAIN LAYOUT 
ENGINE TYPE 


VALVETRAIN 
DISPLACEMENT 
COMPRESSION RATIO 
POWER (SAE МЕТ) | 
TORQUE (SAE NET) 
REDLINE 

WEIGHT TO POWER 
TRANSMISSION 


AXLE/FINAL DRIVE RATIO 
SUSPENSION, FRONT; REAR 














2019 BMW M2 Competition 


Front- engine, RWD 
Turbocharged 1-6, 

alum block/head 

DOHC, 4 valves/oyl 

181.8 си in/2979cc 

10.21 

405 סח‎ @ 5,250 rom 

406 lb-ft © 2,550 rpm 

7,500 rom 

סח/ס| 89 

7-speed twin-clutch auto 
3.46:1/2.31:1 

Struts, coil springs, anti-roll bar; 
multilink, coil springs, anti-roll bar 














2018 Porsche 718 Cayman 
Mid-engine, RWD 





3621/2241] 

Struts, coil springs, adj shocks, 
anti-roll bar; struts, coil springs, 
adj shocks, anti-roll bar 











Turbocharged flat-4, 
alum block/heads 


DOHC, 4 valves/cyl 


1219 cu іп/1988сс 
95:1 | 11.01 


300 hp (9 6,500 rom 


(Launch Edition) 
Front-engine, RWD 





Turbocharged 1-6, 
alum block/head 


DOHC, 4 valves/oyl 
182.9 cu in/2,998cc 


555 hp @ 5,000 rpm 
565 lb-ft ₪ 1,600 rom 





7400 rpm 
7-ѕрееа twin-clutch auto 


6,500 rpm 

10.0 Ib/hp 

8-speed automatic 

3.15:1/2.02:1 

Struts, coil springs, adj shocks, 
anti-roll bar; multilink, coil springs, 
adj shocks, anti-roll bar 
















































































PASSING, 45-65 MPH 
QUARTER MILE 


1.8 
12.4 sec @ 14.7 mph 


STEERING RATIO 15.0: 12.5-15.0:1 15.0:1 

TURNS LOCK TO LOCK 2.3 2.5 2.0 

BRAKES, F; К 15.7-іп vented, drilled, 2-рс disc; 13.0-in vented, drilled disc; 12.8-in 13.7-in vented disc; 13.6-in vented 
15.0-in vented, drilled, 2-рс disc, ABS| vented, drilled disc, ABS disc, ABS 

WHEELS, F; В 90 х19-іп; 10.0 х19-іп, forged alum 8.0 x 20-in; 95 ,חו-20 א‎ forged alum 90 א‎ 19-in; 10.0 x 19-in, forged alum 

TIRES, F; R 245/35R19 93Y; 265/35R19 98Y 235/35R20 92Ү; 265/35R20 99Ү 255/35R19 96Y; 275/35R19 100Y 
Michelin Pilot Super Sport Michelin Pilot Soort 45 МО Michelin Pilot Super Sport 

DIMENSIONS 

WHEELBASE 106.0 in 97.4 in 972 in 

TRACK, F/R 62.2/63.0 in 59.6/60.3 in 62.8/62.6 in 

LENGTH X WIDTH X HEIGHT | 176.2 א‎ 73.0 x 55.5 in 172.4 x 709 x 50.6 in | 1725 א‎ 73.0 x 509 in 

TURNING CIRCLE 38.4 ft 36.0 ft |. 84.1 ft 

CURB WEIGHT |. 5,615 Ib 5,128 Ib 5,565 Ib 

SEATING CAPACITY 

HEADROOM, F/R 40.1/36.5 in 291/— in | 38.3/— in 

LEGROOM, F/R - ` 41.5/33.0 in | 42.2/- חו‎ "PIDE i —_ 

CARGO VOLUME 15.8 cu ft 5.5 (front), 27 (rear) cu ft 10.2 cu ft 

TEST DATA 

ACCELERATION TO MPH 

0-30 1.8 sec 1.4 sec 1.6 sec 

0-40 | 8 Е |22 | 2 | 

0-80 

0-100 95 10.3 99 

0-100-0 15.5 


























19 
12.6 вес @ 110.3 mph 12.5 вес @ 11.2 трһ 






















































































BRAKING, 60-0 MPH - . 106 ft 97% | |99ft | 
LATERAL ACCELERATION | 1.01 g (avo) 1.03 g (avg) | | 1.01 g (avg) | 
MT FIGURE EIGHT 24.1 sec @ 0.82 g (avo) 24.0 sec ₪ 0.81 g (avg) 24.0 sec @ 0.85 g (avg) 
TOP-GEAR REVS @ 60 MPH 1,700 rpm 1.600 rom 1,500 rom 
CONSUMER INFO 
BASE PRICE $59895 $58,150 $56,180 
PRICE AS TESTED $67,045 $71,850 $57,375 


STABILITY/TRACTION CONTROL | Yes/Yes 


AIRBAGS 


BASIC WARRANTY 
POWERTRAIN WARRANT Y 
ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 
FUEL CAPACITY 

EPA CITY/HWY/COMB ECON 
ENERGY CONS, CITY/HWY 
C02 EMISSIONS, COMB 
RECOMMENDED FUEL 


8: Dual front, front side, 
f/r curtain, front knee 
4 years/50,000 miles 
4 years/50,000 miles 


4 years/Unlimited miles 
15.7 gal 

17/23/19 mpg 

198/147 kW-hr/100 miles 


Yes/ Yes 
8: Dual front, side, head, knee 


4 years/50,000 miles 
4 years/50,000 miles 
4 years/50,000 miles 
169 gal 
22/29/25 mpg 
153/116 kW-hr/100 miles 


Yes/ Yes 
8: Dual front, side, curtain, knee 





5 years/ 56,000 miles 
5 years/60,000 miles 
2 years/25,000 miles 
15.7 gal 
| 24/51/26 mpg 
140/109 kW-hr/100 miles 


| 1.01 lb/mile 0.79 |b/mile 0.73 Ib/mile | 
Unleaded premium Unleaded premium Unleaded premium 
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AVAXHOME ? 








the biggest Internet portal, 
providing you various content: 
ШШШ brand new books, trending movies, 
fresh magazines, hot games, 
recent software, latest music releases. 


Unlimited satisfaction one low price 
Cheap constant access to piping hot media 
Protect your downloadings from Big brother 

Safer, than torrent-trackers 


18 years of seamless operation and our users’ satisfaction 


All languages 
Brand new content 
One site 
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THREE TOP COMPACT 


J FIND ENTRY-LEVEL 
IAVE TO MEAN FRUMPY | 





hen I was 18, the keys to my 


Hey, stop laughing. I no longer 
had to depend on my dad's CR-V 
or my mom's Odyssey; I could go where 
I wanted without asking for permission 
to borrow a parental vehicle. And when 
youre 18, that's important. My Motorola 
Razr was considered ancient with the 
recent release of the iPhone, but I didn't 
care about connectivity. My Saturn and 
its four wheels gave me all the liberty I 
wanted as a young adult in Houston, the 
city that mass transit forgot. 

Read past those trend-spotting articles 
that say millennials would rather stare 
at a phone while Ubering toward some 
avocado toast than actually own a car. 

I am part of that sizable psychographic 
that still lives and breathes personal 
transport. And not only because I review 


freedom belonged to a Saturn Ion. 





cars for a living. Having the ability 
to go anywhere at any time without 
depending on an app or a driver is 


precious and valuable. I'm the kind 


of millennial who likes to drive. And 


although my gig allows me opportuni- 
ties to drive high-performance vehicles, 


I still maintain great respect for that 


most American of first cars: the basic 
compact sedan. 


Whether you like driving or don't, 


today's compact sedans have progressed 
to offer more of the technology, interior 
space, styling, and value we're looking 
for. Items and features that were once 
only available on luxury vehicles have 


trickled down to the masses. Sedans 
are safer and smarter, and they go far 


beyond to bring unique experiences at 


the wheel. Some even have style. But 
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COMPARISON TEST | 2019 Honda Civic vs. 2019 Mazda3 vs. 2020 Toyota Corolla 


do you know which compact sedan is the 
right one for you? 

It helps to narrow the field. To start, 
we gathered three of the best compacts, 
all from Japan. Two of the newest in the 
class—the 2019 Mazda3 and 2020 Toyota 
Corolla—are starting a new generation 
and are packed with sleek design and 
technology. The 2019 Honda Civic, on 
the other hand, is the most popular in 
its segment, a position earned by simply 
being the best option. But does it still 
have what it takes to keep its crown? 


The Players 

When the 10th-generation Civic arrived 
for the 2016 model year, Honda made a 
big statement. It had a bold look, the right 
technology, and superb interior space, 
and on top of all that, it drove really well. 
We liked it so much that it netted a finalist 
nod at our 2016 Car ofthe Year competi- 
tion. Afew months later, it won a Big Test 
compact sedan comparison, beating the 
11th-generation Corolla and third-gen 
Mazda3, among others. 

For 2019, Honda gave the Civic a minor 
refresh, updating the headlights and 
making the Honda Sensing suite of safety 
tech standard across the lineup. Our 2019 
Honda Civic Touring (with a new black 
grille) didn't receive any changes under 
the hood, so we're still getting the 1.5-liter 
turbo-four that sends 174 hp and 162 
lb-ft of torque to the front wheels via a 
CVT. With a sticker of $28,220, the Civic 
Touring is the cheapest model of this 
trio—yet it's also the best equipped. 


The Mazda3 has been a favorite among 
MotorTrend staffers. We've recommended 
it to so many friends, relatives, and 
acquaintances that we should be getting 
commission checks from Hiroshima. 
Mazda has showed consumers that a 
compact car can look good and be fun to 
drive. But the segment became so compet- 
itive that two years after the Mazda3 
won a compact sedan comparison, it was 
dethroned by the Civic, the Hyundai 
Elantra, and the Chevy Cruze. 

This time, however, Mazda is doing 
a couple of different things—trying to 
make the 3 feel more premium while also 
subbing out its supple independent rear 


suspension for a cost-saving torsion beam. 


Our 2019 Mazda3 came equipped with 
the 2.5-liter four-cylinder engine that 
produces 186 hp and 186 Ib-ft of torque 
mated to a six-speed automatic transmis- 
sion that sends power to the front wheels. 

The 2019 Mazda3 has elegant lines 
outside and an opulent interior that could 
be confused for a luxury brand. Of course, 
this comes at a cost; our sedan, equipped 
with the Premium package, had a price of 
$29415—the highest ofthe three models 
in this comparison. 

The Toyota Corolla is one of the most 
popular models in the segment. Any 
month now, Toyota will announce it has 
sold its 50 millionth Corolla worldwide. 
The model is known for its durability, reli- 
ability, interior space, and value. But the 
previous generation went the wrong way. 

The Corolla was obscured by the Kia 
Forte and VW Jetta, among others, as its 
technology fell short and its design was 
the antithesis of youthful prosperity. It 
didn’t even earn a finalist spot in our most 
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recent segment comparison, and it was 
hard to find something we liked about it 
that its competitors didn’t also have. 

But the 2020 edition is trying to change 
that. By adopting Toyota’s New Global 
Architecture platform, the Corolla gets 
standard Toyota Safety Sense and finally 
feels modern, something the previous 
generation lacked. 

The 2020 Toyota Corolla XSE is 
powered by a 2.0-liter four-cylinder 
engine that makes 169 hp and 151 Ib-ft of 
torque. It sends power to the front wheels 
with the help of a CVT and a one-speed 
transmission that serves as a starter gear. 
The rear suspension has switched from 
generations of clunky torsion beams to 
an elegant multilink setup (take that, 
Mazda). And with a price of $29,168, the 
Corolla stands in the middle of this trio. 

All three are properly equipped to 
satisfy the aspirational millennial’s needs. 
But we're here to find out which опе 
really stands out. 


Cabin and Technology 
Without a doubt, the Mazda3’s interior 
is the best one here. Its beautiful design 
and elegant lines take it a step above the 
mainstream brands. ספ"‎ much squishy 
padding!" associate online editor Stefan 
Ogbac said. "And everything you touch— 
even in the rear seats—feels more expen- 
sive than the car's sticker price suggests." 
The Mazda is also the only one in this 
group with a head-up display (appropriate 
for the as-tested cost delta with the other 
two cars). 

But dig deeper, and not everything is as 
good as it appears with the Mazda. The 
back seat is cramped, with legroom that's 


THE 3 HAS 

LONG BEEN AN 
MT FAVORITE, BUT 
MAZDA IS DOING 
SOME THINGS 
DIFFERENILY. 





Нопаа Сїмїс 

We wish the 7.О-іпсһ screen were bigger, 
but there’s not much more to complain 
about. The seats are comfortable, the 
center console is spacious, and the front 
passenger's seat is powered. 


Mazda3 


Mazda really stepped up its game with 
the new 3. The materials feel a step 
above the competition, and its 8.8-inch 
screen speaks luxury. We do wish it 
were easier to control the infotainment. 


Toyota Corolla 

Тһе Corolla's 8.0-inch screen is 
closer to the driver and above the 
dash for better visibility and ease of 
control, but we wouldn't consider it 
new, as its graphics are outdated. 





too tight for most adults. This short- 
coming made quite a contrast with the 
Civic and Corolla. Further, its new info- 
tainment system is distracting to control, 
as everything is buried in menus; doing 

а simple task like changing the satel- 

lite radio from channel 53 to 54 can be 
frustrating. Fortunately, Apple CarPlay 
and Android Auto are easier to control via 
the infotainment knob, and the 8.8-inch 
screen is standard across the lineup. 

Honda's smart packaging stands out 
in the Civic. Its wheelbase is 1.0 inch 
shorter than the 132083 5, yet it has more 
interior room and great trunk space. 
Although its interior isn't as polished 
or as refined as the Mazda’s, the Civic’s 
cabin is still a nice place to sit. The center 
console is huge and versatile—it can fit 
iPads. Senior production editor Zach 
Gale noted the Civic Touring was the only 
vehicle here with a powered passenger 
seat and heated rear seats. 

However, Gale was more critical of 
the trims Honda chose. "What were 
they thinking with this dash trim?" he 
wondered. “Т respect the need to try 
something that's not fake wood or plain 
aluminum, but this does not look good." 

The 7.0-inch infotainment touch- 
screen Is easy to reach, but the system 
already feels outdated. “It’s slow to load 
and respond to your inputs,” Ogbac said. 
“But Apple CarPlay and Android Auto 
integrate really well with the interface.” 
At least the infotainment system is easier 
to control than the Mazda’s. Plus, a stereo 
volume knob returns. 

The Corolla’s interior is an upgrade 
over the previous model, but it doesn’t 
really stand out within the segment. 

It’s merely competent. We get it. That’s 
enough for some people. The leatherette 
seats have a big insert of a cheaper cloth, 
something all of us disliked. “The door 
cards aren’t bad, with blue stitching, 
silver trim, and piano black trim, but it 
still looks cheap compared to the Civic 
апа Mazda3;" Gale said. 

Among the three compacts, the Toyota 
had the smallest center console space, 
only big enough to hold charger cables 
and tiny items. Its interior space, on 
the other hand, is sufficient for adults. 
There’s plenty of rear leg- and headroom, 
even if it's not as spacious as the Civic. 

Although the 8.0-inch touchscreen 
is easy to use, we're not in love with its 
graphics. Apple CarPlay comes standard 
on all trims, but Android Auto is still not 
available in this Toyota. The screen is 
mounted on top of the dash, so you can 
operate it without taking your eyes off the 
road as much. 
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Driving 

The twisty and hilly roads on the Palos 
Verdes Peninsula in Southern California 
served as our proving grounds to deter- 
mine which of these sedans drives best. 
You might be buying one of these cars 
because you prefer the looks or the ergo- 
nomics, but ride and handling are just as 
important—even more so if you ask me. 
Although our trio targets the same demo- 
graphic, their driving dynamics couldn't 
be more different. 

The Civic’s powertrain combination has 
the best power and road feel of the group, 
which stood out during our looping. Its 
familiar engine is punchy when you need 
it to be, whether you're going up a hill 
or merging onto the freeway. ^You can 
easily tackle winding roads confidently 
while remaining comfortable over rough 
pavement," Ogbac said. 





While driving over the strikingly 
broken pavement of Portuguese Bend, 
the Civic’s independent rear suspension 
absorbed all the ruts smoothly; Gale felt 
bumps in the Mazda and Corolla that 
didn't register in the Civic. Through 
corners, the Civic’s body movement was 
controlled and serene, save for the tire 
noise that crept inside the cabin. (Tire 
noise in Hondas has been a complaint of 
ours for years). But the Civic still has that 





YOU MIGHT BUY ONE OF THESE CARS 
FOR ITS LOOKS OR ERGONOMICS, BUT 
HOW IT PERFORMS IS JUST AS IMPORTANT. 


* 


The Toyota Corolla XSE trim is easy 
to spot thanks to its black spoiler 
апа a black mesh on the rear fascia. 


COMPARISON TEST 


magic ingredient that distinguished it 
when we first drove the current gener- 
ation: fun. It’s a compact car that can be 
enjoyable to drive when you want, or 

it can be smooth and quiet. It truly can 
please anyone. 

The Corolla’s 2.0-liter engine feels 
faster on the road than it actually is. It 
was by far the slowest car of the trio, 
getting from 0 to 60 mph in 8.2 seconds 
(compared to 7.0 and 7.3 seconds for 
the Civic and Mazda3, respectively). Its 
powertrain roars when going uphill or 
when you press the throttle to merge into 
high-speed traffic, and the tranny can 
be choppy at low speeds. But at least the 
chassis feels more refined and sprightly 
than the last-gen model. 

The Toyota’s suspension still managed 
to control the body during aggressive 
driving, but it didn’t feel as confident or as 
fun as the Civic’s. 

“The suspension was OK until I ran 
over a couple abrupt road imperfections,” 
Gale said. “Then you really felt and heard 
them. The real issue with this model is 
tire noise. Yes, those wheels are hot, but 
that might get old if you don’t turn up 
your music loud enough.” 

Mazda’s move to ditch the independent 
rear suspension has been a gossip topic 
in the auto industry, but the key ques- 
tion remains: Is it still fun to drive? The 
Mazda3’s 2.5-liter engine is pretty robust 
and hasn’t really changed much since 
the previous generation. The transmis- 
sion also feels jerky when driving at low 
speeds. But our biggest critique was— 
you guessed it—the new torsion-beam 
suspension, which dramatically changed 
the driving dynamics on twisty roads and 
broken pavement. 





“Moving to a torsion beam detracted 
from the car,” Ogbac said. “It has a good 
ride on glass-smooth surfaces, but it 
feels less sophisticated than before and 
loses composure once it has to deal with 
successive imperfections.” Example: The 
rear end bounced sharply side to side 
when driving over a midcorner bump 

Also, testing director Kim Reynolds 
joined the chorus in criticizing the 
brakes: “The feel isn’t great. I don’t get 
enough information to predict terribly 
well. It just sort of stops—I'm not able to 
meter the braking into the corner as Га 
like.” After so many years of Mazda3 love, 
we feel jilted; the previous generation’s 
character and personality got lost in the 
transition to this 2019 model. Mazda still 
sparks driving joy, but it doesn't do it with 
the same kind of emotion we're used to. 





Fuel Economy 
Folks who buy a compact sedan are 
usually on a budget. Every dollar counts. 





— 2 Ll سےا‎ 


IF THE CIVIC COULD 
BE DETHRONED. 


So determining which of these three 

is the most fuel-efficient in real-world 
driving situations, saving a few bucks 

at the pump, is key. Compared with 

the EPA’s fuel economy, our Real MPG 
figures showed mixed results. All three 
performed better on the highway but saw 
slightly worse numbers in the city. 

The Corolla takes first place, with 
29.7/44.3/34.9 mpg city/highway/ 
combined, a massive improvement 
over the EPA’s highway number of 38 
mpg The Civic took second place with 
28.3/43.0/33.4 mpg. Its biggest gain was 
also on the highway, where the EPA 
ranked it at 38 mpg. The Mazda3 came 
in third, sharply trailing the Corolla 
and Civic at 26.3/40.2/31.2 mpg, slightly 
better than the EPA's estimate of 
27/36/30 mpg. 





Conclusion 

Settling on second and third place was 
harder than picking the winner, but that 
doesn't mean second and third place 
aren't good cars. The 2020 Corolla is 
perhaps the best Corolla we've tested. 
It's packed with better technology, good 
interior space, and improved driving 
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dynamics compared with its predecessor. 
Conversely, the Mazda3 has been a long- 
time MotorTrend favorite, but the new 
generation risks losing our automatic 
recommendation. Its departure from an 
independent rear suspension took away 
part of the driving enjoyment, and its 
jerky transmission and numb brake feel 
made us wonder what happened to the 
Mazda3 we loved so much—and this is 
coming from two former Mazda3 owners 
(Ogbac and myself). 

After hours of discussion, we made 
a choice for second place. Although 
the Mazda's interior stands out as best 
in class, we figure the consumers who 
look for value, who want more interior 
space and more fun at the wheel when 
the mood strikes, will prefer the Corol- 
la's bigger cabin, greater fuel economy, 
and better value, all of which nudge the 
Toyota squarely into second place. 

We started this comparison asking 
ourselves if the Civic could be dethroned 
by the Mazdas3 or the Corolla. The short 
answer is no. The Civic dominated both 
competitors—its value, technology, 
interior space, and looks kept it on the 
top spot of the podium. It drives best, has 
the most features, and is almost $1,000 
cheaper than the as-tested Corolla and 
Mazda3. If I were 18 again, the Civic's 
keys would be the ones I'd grab off the 
family mantelpiece. Heck, now that I'm 
adulting, they still might be. ₪ 


Honda Civic 
It's simply the best compact sedan you 
can buy today. The Civic nailed every 
single aspect of our criteria. 


Toyota Corolla 
Toyota really stepped up its game with 
the new Corolla, improving its handling, 
technology, and fuel economy. 


Mazda3 
With a jerky transmission, a rear 
suspension that took away its 
unique dynamics, and just 
enough interior space for 
adults, the Mazda isn’t the 
same as before. 


п ы. Ed 


When the terrain gets technical, so does the all-new 2020 


Jeep, Gladiator with a wide range of available technology 


to disconnect the front sway bar, see ahead, lock up for 


maximum traction, haul up to an available best-in-class!" 





1,600 Ib payload, or tow a trailer up to an available best-in- 


class" 7,850 Ib. Oh...and its top and doors are removable? 







Se 7 AVAILABLE. 
“Т TRU- LOK® FRONT AND REAR 
ы _ LOCKING BIFFENERTIALS 










жаг AVAILABLE 
„^ч ~ ELECTRONIC FRONT 









ЖОР. ; "AVAILABLE xL | | CPR | TU 

pt 7 REMOVABLE BLUETOOTH® SPEAKER TE ЖА ' ү a T i n. 
пу к wore aar + ^ (1) Based on the FCA US LLC Midsize 4x4 Crew-Cab Truck MR (2) When Yaris ET 
, p x 55 AT , аа” "Er e^ rs | | ו‎ follow all instructions | in the Owner's Manual for. removal of top and doors, and lowering of 
x I ; AVAILABLE Vp y res е di aM. ا‎ - windshield. Driving with the doors off and Windshield down is for off-road use only. (4) Always look before 
SELEC-SPEED® CONTROL ҒЫ p е proceeding. An electronic drive aid is not a substitute for conscientious driving. Always be aware of your 
dr CU! RAT AS XP e Ж. шщ © 2019 FCA US Ж ШЕЕ Reserved. Jeep is a registered trademark of FCA US LLC. 
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COMPARISON TEST 





POWERTRAIN/CHASSIS 


DRIVETRAIN LAYOUT 
ENGINE TYPE 
VALVETRAIN 
DISPLACEMENT 
COMPRESSION RATIO 
POWER (SAE NET) 
TORQUE (SAE NET) 
REDLINE 

WEIGHT TO POWER 
TRANSMISSION 
AXLE/FINAL DRIVE RATIO 


SUSPENSION, FRONT; REAR 




















STEERING RATIO 
TURNS LOCK TO LOCK 
BRAKES, Ғ; В 
WHEELS 

TIRES 





WHEELBASE 

TRACK, F/R 

LENGTH X WIDTH X HEIGHT 
TURNING CIRCLE 

CURB WEIGHT 


SEATING CAPACITY 
HEADROOM, F/R 
LEGROOM, F/R 
SHOULDER ROOM, F/R 
CARGO VOLUME 

TEST DATA 
ACCELERATION TO MPH 
0-30 

0-40 

0-50 

0-60 

0-70 

0-80 

0-90 

0-100 

PASSING, 45-65 MPH 
QUARTER MILE 
BRAKING, 60-0 MPH 
LATERAL ACCELERATION 
MT FIGURE EIGHT 
TOP-GEAR REVS @ 60 MPH 


BASE PRICE 
PRICE AS TESTED 


STABILITY/TRACTION CONTROL 


AIRBAGS 


BASIC WARRANTY 


| Front-engine, FWD 


| DOHC, 4 volves/cyl 
91.4 cu in/1,498cc 
| 10.61 


2019 Honda Civic Touring 


Turbocharged 1-4, alum block/head 


— ЕЕ 


174 סח‎ © 6,000 rpm 























| 162 lb-ft ₪ 1,700 rpm 
| 6,500 rom 


5.24: 1/1511 


inm 


| 106.3 in 


| 1827 א‎ 709 x 5577 in 


| 42.3 in/374 in 
| 569 in/55.0 in | 
| 13.2 cu ft 


38 
| 52 
|70 
| 718 


| 193 


| 090 g (avg) 


| 1,700 rom 


| $28 220 
| Yes/Yes 


























POWERTRAIN WARRANTY 
ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 
FUEL CAPACITY 

REAL MPG CITY/HWY/COMB 
EPA CITY/HWY/COMB ECON 
ENERGY CONS, CITY/HWY 
602 EMISSIONS, COMB 
RECOMMENDED FUEL 


17.0 Ib/hp 
Cont variable auto 


ا 


Struts, coil springs, anti-roll bar; 
multilink, coil springs, anti-roll bar 








2.1 


8.0 ,חו-18 א‎ cast aluminum 


235/40R18 91W (M+S) Continental 
ContiProContact 





60.9 in/61.5 in 


ЗГА ft 
225616 





9 
57.5 in/36.8 in 


14.7 cu ft 


2.6 sec 


22 

15. 

29 

15.4 sec @ 90.8 mph 
115 ft 


26.6 sec @ 0.67 g (avg) 





$28,220 





6: Dual front, front side, f/r curtain 





2019 Mazda3 (Premium) 


| Front-engine, FWD 


l-4, alum block/head 


DOHC, 4 valves/oyl 


L 


151.8 сиіп/2,488сс 
ЕВИ 


186 һр © 6,000 грт 
186 lb-ft ₪ 4,000 rpm 
6,500 rom 


























16.7 Ib/hp 
| 6-speed automatic 
| $.631/2.17 


Struts, coil springs, anti-roll bar; 
torsion beam, coil springs 





| 15.61 
29 
11.1-in vented disc; 10.2-in disc, ABS | 


11.0-in vented disc; 10.4-іп disc, ABS 
70 x 18-in, cast aluminum 


215/45R18 89V (M+S) Toyo Proxes A40 


| 107.3 in 

61.7/62.2 in 

| 183.5 x 70.7 x 569 in 
| 34.8 ft 

סו 3,110 | 


37.6/36.7 іп 


42.3/35.1 in 


257/9950 


2.6 sec 
59 


| 5 
ЕЕ 
| 97 
12.5 
15.5 


m 


15.7 sec @ 90.5 mph 


| 117 ft 
| 0.86 g (avg) 


26.7 sec (à O.65 g (avg) 


| 1,800 rpm 


$27,420 


| $5 
| Yes/ Yes 


8: Dual front, front side, f/r curtain, 


| front knee 





5 years/60,000 miles 
| 5 yeors/ 36,000 miles 
12.4 gal 
| 28.32/43.0/33.4 mpg 


























[3 years/36,000 miles 






































30/38/33 mpg 
112/89 kW-hr/100 miles 
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5 years/60,000 miles 
| 3 years/36,000 miles 


15.2 gal 


| 26.3/40.2/31.2 mpg 

| 27/36/30 mpg 

125/94 kW-hr/100 miles 
| 0.59 Ib/mile | 
| Unleaded regular 


0.64 |b/ mile 
Unleaded regular 





2020 Toyota Corolla XSE 
| Front- engine, FWD 


l-4, alum block/head 


РОНС, 4 valves/oyl | 
121.3 cu in/1987cc 


13.01 


169 һр © 6,600 грт 























| 151 lb-ft 6 4,400 rom 


| 6,800 rpm 
18.4 Ib/hp 


1-ѕрееа + Cont variable auto 


| 2.79:1/1.69:1 


Struts, coil springs, anti-roll bar; 
multilink, coil springs, anti-roll bar 








EE 
27 
10.8-іп vented disc: 10.2-іп disc, ABS 





8.0 x 18-in, cast aluminum 
225/40R18 Yokohama Avid GT 


106.3 in 
60.3/60.4 in 
182.5 א 70.1 א‎ 56.5 in 


So ft 
3,114 סו‎ 
61/39% 


S 





Not available 


42.0/34.8 in 


54.0/51.7 in 


15.1 cu ft 





2 sec 


1 





Q 
0.85 о (avg) 
278 sec @ 0.59 g (avg) 
1,400 rom 


$26,380 
$29168 


8: Dual front, front side, f/r curtain, 
driver knee, front passenger thigh 


5 years/36,000 miles | 
5 years/60,000 miles 


2 years/Unlimited miles 









































| 13.2 gal 


29.7/44.3/349 mpg 
31/38/34 mpg 


109/89 kW-hr/100 miles 


_ 0.57 Ib/mile 
Unleaded regular 


EQUA 


REAL MPG # 
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Buy a set of four (4) select witer/snow FES апа get — 
up to an $80 Tire Rack Prepaid Mastercard® by mail. 


Offer valid on in-stock tires purchased from ` ` ₪ - m 













Tire Rack Prepaid Mastercard when you buy a set of four (4) select winter tires from: 
BRIDGESTONE FOOD УЕА, 
0-7" MICHELIN | икки 


Tire Rack Prepaid Mastercard when you buy а set of four (4) select winter tires from: 
BFGoodrich ec = DUNLOP: Firestone 


GENERAL TIRE CJ: |] E 39 YOKOHAMA. 


For complete offer details, visit ' x есі; 
Tire Rack Prepaid Mastercard Fulfillment and Privacy Policy 


Card is given to you as a reward, refund or rebate and no money has been paid — ef 
by you for the card. Card is issued by MetaBank®, Member FDIG, pursuant to license by ШЕ "A, 
Mastercard International Incorporated. Mastercard is a registered trademark, and the circles | | 
design is a trademark of Mastercard International Incorporated. No 635 366655 or recurring j 
payments. Card valid for up to 6 months; unused funds will forfeit after the valid thru date. 

Card terms and conditions apply. 


Hawk Incentives, a Blackhawk Network business shall use customer information as provided 

by Tire Rack only to the extent necessary to provide prepaid card fulfillment and supporting 
services on Tire Rack's behalf and shall not use such customer information for any other 
purpose, including, without limitation, the marketing of products or services to such customers. 


Bolt-On Convenience 


Winter Tire & Wheel Packages make changing to winter tires easy and efficient. 
ur m | МА)! = Package includes four (4) tires and four (4) wheels, mounted and balanced, 
LUV TV ]ןו‎ ready to bolt on your vehicle. Build one at www.tirerack.com/snow 







FAST FREE SHIPPING ИЖ WHEEL SUPPLIER ОР MUTOR TREND 


ON ORDERS OVER $50 





888-372-8473 


©2019 Tire Rack M-F 8am-8pm EST | SAT 9am-4pm EST 


= THE RIGHT ТІРЕ АТ--- 
"THE RIGHT PRICE—=" - 


OVER 500 MODELS FROM 22 MANUFACTURERS -< 


BFGoodrich ZRIDGESTONE CED coorertmes (üntinental * >> орлор" Firestone КЕГІ 
של‎ 7/2 ет ы; בל די שר ד ץג‎ TIRE yf mcHELIN 
паза RIKEN גי ג ו‎ н =й Л | — Y YOKOHAMA. 


Below are a few of the special offers available this month. See them all at www.tirerack.com/specials 
To find out about special offers in the future, sign up for our emais at WWW. ресс com/email 


- 

LGOODÉYEAR.. GET 6-MONTH 
בי"‎ у ОК | SPECIAL FINANCING” 
yA 24 On a qualifying Tire Rack 
purchase of $250 or more! 


When you use your Tire Rack/ Goodyear 
Credit card. Apply now to take 
advantage of numerous benefits. 










x MICHELIN 


ТОО 


via Mastercard” Reward Card after 
submission with purchase of four 
new 18" or larger MICHELIN® tires. 


Or #50 via Mastercard Reward Card 
after submission with purchase 
of four new MICHELIN® tires 
17" and smaller. 


OFFER VALID 8/21/19 — 9/19/19 











www.tirerack.com/omonths 


coon; YEAR 


WHEN YOU USE THE GOOD FEAR" CREDIT CARD. 


Offer Valid 7-1-19 to 9-30-19 


""ӘиМесі% credit approval. Terms and 


Conditions apply. See tirerack.com for details. 


SHIPTOA 


If youd like, we can ship your order to your choice of 
one of our 7,500+ Independent Recommended Installers. 


www4irerack.com/installer 


OFFICIAL TIRE 8 TREND 
ON ORDERS OVER $50 *tirerack.com/freeshipping e 
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QUALIFYING" PURCHASERS OF SPECIFIED 
AND 
TIRES 
WILL BE ELIGIBLE TO RECEIVE A PREPAID 
MASTERCARD® CARD BY MAIL-IN REBATE" 











Crossover/SUV Touring All-Season 


Utilizing a proven апа familiar tread pattern, {ће Scorpion Verde 
All Season Plus Il features an updated compound and larger 
footprint that have been optimized to work together for 
improved wet braking, wet handling, and dry handling without 
sacrificing other aspects of performance. The asymmetric 
pattern is designed to blend confident handling with uniform - 
wear for long life, and the sipe layout has been tuned for n. 
lateral stability plus wet and wintertime traction. P 














S COVE УЛМ/ 


ALL SEASON lasa 






Crossover/SUV Touring All-Season 


Developed for the drivers of crossovers, SUVs and 
prestigious pickups, the Scorpion Verde All Season Plus is 
designed to deliver more miles and miles per gallon than its 
predecessor by combining longer treadwear and reduced 
rolling resistance while retaining year-round traction in dry, 
wet and wintertime conditions, even in light snow. 


*For details, visit www.tirerack.com/specials 

Qualify to receive a $70 Prepaid Mastercard® Card by mail. Purchase must be made between 8/30/2019 and 9/13/2019 to qualify. Offer limited to 
legal residents of the 50 United States, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico, 18 years or older, making qualifying purchases in participating retail 
locations. Prepaid Card is subject to further terms, conditions, and limitations. Allow 6 to 8 weeks for delivery. 

**This Card is issued by Sunrise Banks N.A., Member FDIC, pursuant to a license from Mastercard International Incorporated. Mastercard is a registered 


trademark of Mastercard International Incorporated. Use of this card constitutes acceptance of the terms and conditions stated in the Cardholder 
Agreement. Cards will not have cash access and can be used everywhere Mastercard debit cards are accepted. Card expires. 
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Hyper GT HLT 
17 18 19 20 
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Sparco Assetto Gara Sparco DRS Sparco DRS Sparco ҒЕ-1 SparcoTerra Sparco Terra Sparco Terra SE 
15 16 17 18 19 18 18 15 16 17 18 15 16 17 18 15 16 17 18 
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Enkei Perf. GW8 Enkei Perf. Phoenix Enkei Perf. Storm Enkei Tuning Raijin Enkei Tuning TFR Enkei Tuning TS-V ASA GTI 
17 18 17 18 17 18 20 18 17 18 19 17 18 17 18 19 20 


See Them on Your Vehicle! 
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Enter your vehicle at tirerack.com FLOW ONE F2 FLOW ONE F2 FLOW ONE F3 FLOW ONE F4 Bremmer Kraft BR17 
to experience one-click access to 17 18 19 20 17 18 19 20 18 19 20 18 19 20 LA SAL 
everything that fits it. 
What About ТРМ5? 


We can assist you in selecting 
wheels that are compatible 
with your vehicle's sensors. 
We also offer an extra set of 
sensors for all TPMS systems, so your 











tire and wheel package can arrive with Sos | — с "D ET. | = 
sensors already installed. LP Aventure ІРІ LP Aventure LP2 LP Aventure LP3 LP Aventure LP5 
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£ Consumer | 
Recommended 
On-/Off-Road All-Terrain 40 sizes in 14"-20" ‘TAN 
DuraGen Technology and the high-void pattern provide dependable construc- 
tion and impressive off-road traction, while ComfortBalance Technology utilizes an d 


acoustically-optimized tread pattern with a cushioning system to improve on-road 
noise and ride comfort. Multiple biting edges and 
traction notches plus full-depth sipes help pro- 
vide the snow traction needed to receive A 
three-peak mountain snowflake branding. 





6 Consumer 
Recommended 





Off-Road Maximum fraction 42 sizes іп 15"-20" 


N 


ыл av 


s A durable off-road compound molded into an aggressive high-void 
| יש‎ pattern gives the Grabber X3 the traction needed for the pursuit 

_ of adventure. The DURAGEN construction, sidewall protection lugs 
2” fı and deflection ribs defend the sidewall from punctures to make 
к sure you can get out of any adventures уои may find. 


| қ Р =. 
$100 MAIL-IN REBATE INCLUDES GRABBER” A/T", GRABBER’ X°, GRABBER” APT, GRABBER” АТ? 
$70 MAIL-IN REBATE INCLUDES GRABBER" ARCTIC, GRABBER” ARCTIC LT, GRABBER” HD, GRABBER” HTS" GRABBER" UHP 


SSO MAIL-IN REBATE INCLUDES ALTIMAX" ARCTIC GRABBER” HTS 


* Visit WWW.TIRERACK.COM/SPECIALS for redemption form and complete offer conditions and restrictions. 

Mail-In Rebate With Purchase Offer: Valid only with qualified purchase made in the 50 United States, D.C., or Puerto Rico between 09/01/2019 and 10/31/2019 or while supplies last. Void where prohibited by 
law. No rain checks. Valid with the original, dated, paid receipt for the purchase of four (4) new qualifying General Branded Tires from a participating retail dealer and a completed redemption form. Offer may not 
be combined with any other offer, discount, rebate, or promotion. Tires must be purchased in a single transaction. Offer form must be postmarked or submitted online by 11/30/2019. Offer not valid on purchase 





by wholesalers, dealer, fleets, oem customers, or other commercial entities or on returned merchandise. Requests from those with an invalid or undeliverable mailing address will be denied. Limit two (2) General 
Tire Visa Prepaid Cards per person, household, email or address. Visa Prepaid Card is given to you as a reward, refund, rebate and no money has been paid by you for the card. Card is issued by Metabank$, 
Member FDIC, pursuant to a license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. No cash access or recurring payments. Can be used everywhere Visa Debit Cards are accepted. Card valid for up to 12 months; unused funds will forfeit 
after the valid thru date. Card terms and conditions apply. Not responsible for late, lost, stolen, misdirected, illegible, mutilated, or postage due mail or inability to connect to the website. Any taxes, fees or costs 
are sole responsibility of the recipient. Allow 8-12 weeks for fulfillment. Each time you use the card, the amount of the transaction will be deducted from the amount of your available balance. Card will be issued 
in the name on the redemption form only. Expiration date of card is stamped on the front of card. Subject to applicable law. Card is non-transferable. Additional terms and conditions apply to the card. See card 
program website for details. Warning: tampering with, altering, or falsifying purchase information constitutes fraud and could result in state and federal prosecution. Fraudulent submissions will not be honored. 
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Built to be the pinnacle of performance, the ADVAN Apex is 
engineered to deliver maximum grip, precision handling, 
and a quiet ride. 3+1 Circumferential-Grooves are 
designed to provide optimal performance in dry or wet 
conditions, and the maximizes contact 
with the road for impressive lateral 
traction. Optimized groove angles in the 
asymmetric tread design minimize road 
noise for a quieter, more luxurious ride. 


* Like all summer tires, the ADVAN Apex" is not intended їо be 
driven in near-freezing temperatures, through snow or on ice. 


Shop by Vehicle at 


www.tirerack.com/yokohama 


Ascend c ₪ 
Grand Touring All-Season (Ë consumer Recommended 


Designed to deliver the quiet and luxurious ride expected from 
a grand touring tire combined with responsive steering and an 
athletic feel, in addition to sure-footed traction in wet and wintry 
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conditions. Angled grooves and wide, lateral notches help 
Y ea | evacuate water from the contact patch to resist hydroplaning, 
על ו‎ | | =; == and high sipe density in the shoulders and 
ו‎ «i - Z- — inboard rib create biting edges for grip on 
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slippery surfaces and wet handling. 
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"WHEN YOU PURCHASE A SET OF 
FOUR SELECT HANKOOK TIRES* FROM 
1 AUGUST 31 - OCTOBER 13, 2019. 








MAIL-IN REBATE | 
' WITH A SET OF FOUR (4) pr" 


On-/Off-Feoad All-Terrain 


Built to blend rugged capability with all-around 
performance, Dynapro AT2 tires feature a 
specialized tread compound formulated to 
provide durability on abrasive surfaces while 
also improving fuel economy. High-dispersible 
silica enhances grip in wet conditions, while 
the aggressive, open tread pattern helps 
claw through loose terrain or deep snow. 
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Crossover/SUV 
Touring All-Season 
















All-Season 


VISIT FOR COMPLETE OFFER DETAILS. 


Get up to $70 Rebate: Via a Prepaid Mastercard when you purchase а set of 4 select Hankook Tires. Not valid with any other offers. Card is issued by 
MetaBank®, Member FDIC, pursuant to license by Mastercard International Incorporated. Mastercard is a registered trademark, and the circles design is a 
trademark of Mastercard International Incorporated. No cash access or recurring payments. Card valid for up to 6 months; unused funds will be forfeited at 
midnight EST the last day of the month of the valid thru date. Card terms and conditions apply, see MyPrepaidCenter.com/site/Mastercard-promo. 
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n January, we Big Tested eight compact 

SUVs and ranked the rugged but aging 

Jeep Cherokee seventh, adding this 

caveat: "If you're planning to take your 
compact CUV off-roading, bump the 
Cherokee to the top of your list." 

But then we wondered, with so many 
new entrants, is the Cherokee still the 
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| 2019 Jeep Cherokee Trailhawk vs. Toyota RAVA 


king of the hill among soft-roaders? Тһе 
Toyota RAV4 Adventure trim level now 
gets a Jeep-ish Multi-Terrain Select 
dial, Mud & Sand and Rock & Dirt 
settings, hill descent control (HDC), a 
new torque-vectoring all-wheel-drive 
system, and increased ground clearance 
(8.6 inches versus other RAV4s’ 8.4). 
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Despite their car-based platforms, the 
upgrades to these two crossovers could 
make them capable of handling some 
tough conditions. 

But is this enough for Toyota to 
dethrone Jeep? We ordered up one of 
each and headed to our local off-road 
park to find out. 
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WHICH COMPACT MALL CRAWLER WITH 
OFF-PAVEMENT ASPIRATIONS DOES BETTER 
“ч” WHEN THINGS GET А БІТ ROUGH? 
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Before setting out, we carefully 
examined each cute ute from 
top to bottom (using our lift) to 
assess their off-road bona fides. 
Our going-in assumptions about 
the Jeep were reinforced by its 
two front and one rear recovery 
hooks, all of which are open so 
they can accept a fabric loop or a metal 
hook on the end of a recovery strap. It 
carries a full-size spare tire of the same 
specification as the tires on the ground, 
mounted on a steel wheel (note that this 
eliminates the bi-level cargo floor, which 
adds 1.8 cubic feet on Cherokees with 
mini spares). 

The Jeep's off-road buttons actuate a 
genuine 2.92:1 low range, a rear differen- 
tial lock, HDC, and Selec-Speed control 
(off-road cruise control to maintain a 
steady pace), and the Selec-Terrain knob 
offers Auto, Snow, Sport, Sand/Mud, 
and Rock modes. The transfer case even 
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includes a neutral mode 
to allow flat-towing. 

The Cherokee Trail- 
hawk's engine air intake 
is located high in the right 
front fender to enable 
deep fording; the spec is 
20 inches, but we went 
deeper—more on that 
later. Nearly every vulnerable compo- 
nent, hose, or line running underneath 
the Cherokee is protected by steel 
skidplates. Of course, all of this gear adds 
weight—some 740 pounds of it relative to 
the Toyota—which explains its 8/9-mpg 
city/highway fuel economy penalty with 
our tester's base 3.2-liter V-6. (Spending 
$500 for the optional 2.0-liter turbo only 
shrinks those deficits by 2 mpg.) 

The RAVA, by contrast, features a 
compact T165/90D18 spare tire and no 
skidplates; that silver thing in front is a 
plastic falsie, and the plastic underbody 
sheathing is strictly for aerodynamics. 
Worse yet, it offers no recovery points 
whatsoever—no screw-in recovery eyelets 
in the bumpers and no shipping tie-downs 
underneath. (Ours was built in Canada; 
Ithought they made SUVs tough up 
there.) All Adventure models are prepped 
for 3,500-pound trailer towing (bigger 
radiator, oil and trans-fluid coolers), but 
ours had no hitch, either. 

So before we pulled the RAV4 off the 
rack, I attached a tow strap to the rear 
suspension subframe. I vowed the Toyota 
would lead the way into any potentially 





sticky situations so the Jeep or our Toyota 
4Runner recovery vehicle (you know, a 
proper off-roader, just in case) could tug 
it out using this strap. Doing this after 
getting stuck would be super un-fun. 

On the upside, there's a 110-volt outlet 

in the cargo area for powering campsite 
compressors and the like. 

Advantage: Jeep 


Rock Pile 
This seemingly innocuous low pile of 
roundish, fist-size rocks looks easy, but 
the rocks don't interlock much, making it 
alittle treacherous to scramble over, even 
on foot. Both vehicles made quick work 
of scaling and descending this obstacle, 
and the RAV4 had a chance to impress 
us with its rear-axle torque distribution, 
reversing up one section with one wheel 
well up in the air and the diagonally 
opposite front momentarily airborne. 
Advantage: Tie 


Hell's Steps 
This massive rock staircase is designed 
to challenge lifted Wranglers and 
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Defenders, so our expectations were 
minimal for either of these car-based 
entries. We started out in the Jeep, set 
to low range, diff lock, and Rock mode. 
The knobby, tall-sidewall (245/65R17) 
Firestone Destination all-terrain tires 
plus approach and departure angles that, 
at 29.9 and 32.2 degrees, are at least 10 
degrees steeper than the RAV4’s allowed 
us to ascend about four “stairs” in the 
Jeep (with spotters assisting), with its 
impressive 48.4:1 low range crawl ratio 
making it easy to scale rocks slowly. Chin 
clearance ultimately stopped us from 
climbing the fifth step. 

The RAV4 valiantly climbed up onto 
the first full stair before its 19.0-degree 
approach angle stopped it. We contem- 
plated placing a loose rock or two under 
the left front tire to clear the next step, 
but as the Jeep required no such assis- 
tance, we stopped there. 

Advantage: Jeep 


зга Challenge 

Sharp Downhill Left Hook 

This dirt trail involved a steep incline 
with a sharp crest and decline around а 
tight left turn to avoid a fallen tree. The 
Toyota’s suspension can’t articulate quite 
as much as the Jeep’s, so in the middle of 
the sharp left, its left front and right rear 
tires spent amoment airborne, the front 
spinning as the torque-vectoring rear 
end helped maintain forward motion. 
The Jeep’s front tire spun momentarily, 
too, but the Cherokee’s suspension keeps 
its feet on the ground better. On the 
downside, its slightly larger wheelbase 
and turning circle dimensions required 
the Cherokee to reverse and reposition a 
bit before negotiating this turn. 
Advantage: Tie 
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4th Challenge Splash Pond 

After wading through this pond in my 

Wellington boots to verify it wasn’t 

bottomless, then dialing up each vehicles === 
mud setting, we motored through at ЕЕ 
about 15 mph, discovering а low spot аман 
my booted reconnaissance had missed. | 
Hitting this spot in each ute prompted 
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Feeling somewhat vexed that none of ourchallenges had managed to get either 
vehicle stuck, we found a waterlogged, mud-bottomed canal and slowly entered. 


an impressive windshield-high splash 

and subsequent bow wake over the hood. 
Then, just to make sure momentum hadn’t 
covered for a lack of grip from the RAV4's 
less aggressive 235/55R19 Yokohama 

Avid GT tires, we drove back through the 
trough, stopped in the middle, then slowly 
accelerated out. No problem. 

Advantage: Tie 


5th Challenge Boggy Waterways 
Feeling somewhat vexed that none of 
our challenges had managed to get either 
vehicle stuck, we found a waterlogged, 
mud-bottomed “canal to nowhere” that 


didn’t devour or fully submerge my 
Wellies, so I set the Cherokee Trailhawk 
up for max-attack Mud mode and entered 
with Selec-Speed set to 5 mph. Nice 

as you please, the Jeep trundled right 
through and up the other side, with the 
engine rpm only rising once, briefly 
toward the end. 

OK, surely this challenge would 
confound the Toyota. Nope! Granted, 
with less aggressive tire treads and no low 
range torque multiplication assisting, I 
had to work the throttle a lot more than 
Jeep’s cruise control had. But the plucky 
RAV4 popped out the other side, too. 


Feeling bound and determined to make 
use of the four tow straps we’d brought 
along, I decided to try the adjacent canal 
lane, which was just slightly deeper than 
my boots but seemed passable. I entered 
in the Jeep with the Selec-Speed set to 
5 mph, but within about 40 feet, with 
the exhaust burbling from beneath the 
surface, I felt the skidplates high-center 
on the submerged muck. It revved fruit- 
lessly until I braked and shifted to park. 

With water halfway up the doors, I 
exited via the windows to link our three 
remaining tow straps to the 4Runner 
after easily locating the Jeep’s tow hook 
in the murky water and slipping my loop 
over it. Minutes later, the Jeep was back 
on dry ground. We were impressed to 
note that not a drop of water came in 
through the door seals, and although the 
doors themselves filled with water, the 
stereo speakers in them were unaffected. 
We knew better than to bother sending 
the RAV4 into that canal. 

Advantage: Jeep 


Bonus Challenge Slick Clay Ditch 
Desperate to use the Toyota’s subframe- 
mounted tow strap, I attacked one last 
slippery clay ditch and indeed managed 
to get the RAV4 into hopeless wheelspin 
mode, but backing up and changing 

the angle of attack got me through this 
obstacle, too. 





2019 Jeep Cherokee 
Trailhawk 


2019 Toyota RAVA 
Adventure 
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Front-engine, 4WD Front-engine, AWD 




































































































































LENGTH X WIDTH א‎ HEIGHT) 1829 х 74.9 x 678 in 


GROUND CLEARANCE 


8.7 in 


APPROACH/DEPART ANGLE | 299/32.2 deg 














| ENGINE TYPE | heads — | 1-4, alum block/head 
VALVETRAIN DOHC, 4 volves/cyl DOHC, 4 valves/cy 

| DISPLACEMENT 1977 cu in/3,239cc 151.8 cu in/2,487cc 

| COMPRESSION RATIO | 10.77 15.01 

| POWER (SAE NET) 203 hp @ 6,600 rom 

| TORQUE (SAE NET) 259 lb-ft ₪ 4,400 rom 184 lb-ft @ 5,000 rpm u 
REDLINE 6,500 грт 6,750 грт 
WEIGHT TO POWER —— 179 Ib/hp.- 
TRANSMISSION 8-speed automatic 
AXLE/FINAL/LOW RATIO 3.18:1/2.14:1 
SUSPENSION, Struts, coil springs, anti-roll bar; Struts, coil springs, anti-roll bar; 
FRONT; REAR multilink, coil springs, anti-roll bar multilink, coil springs, anti-roll bar 
STEERING RATIO 15.41 MEM 14.4:1 

| TURNS LOCK TO LOCK 2.7 2.7 
BRAKES, F; R 150-іп vented disc; 12.6-in disc, ABS 12.0-іп vented, disc; ТІЛ-іп disc, ABS 
WHEELS 75 x ,חו-17‎ cast aluminum 75 x 19-in, cast aluminum 
TIRES 245/65R17 105T M+S Firestone 235/55R19 101V (M+S) 

Destination A/T Yokohama Avid GT 

DIMENSIONS | 

| WHEELBASE 1071 in 1059 in 
TRACK, F/R 63.6/63.5 in 62.6/63.3 in 


181.5 א‎ 73.4 x 68.6 in 


| 8.6 in 


19.0/21.0 deg 




































































TURNING CIRCLE 58.1 ft 37.4 ft 
We were right. If playing in the dirt like CURB WEIGHT pos 220 
M | WEIGHT DIST, F/R 58/42% 57/43% 
you see us doing in these pictures holds 
TOWING CAPACITY 2,000 Ib (4,500 Ib w/ $795 trailer pkg) | 3,500 Ib 
any allure for you, the Jeep Cherokee 
| : SEATING CAPACITY Э x 
Trailhawk is the compact SUV for you. — 
- HEADROOM, F/R 379/38.5 in 37.7/377 in 
If you're just outdoorsy and want an 
LEGROOM, F/R 41.1/40.3 in 41.0/378 in 
economical compact that will get you . - 
back out of your state park bivouac after SHOULDER ROOM, F/R 57.6/ 55.1 in 57.8/ 56.4 in 
а storm, the Toyota RAV4 Adventure CARGO VOLUME 54.7/25.8 cu ft 698/375 cu ft 
offers far better fuel economy and a TEST DATA 
ео ACCELERATION ТО МРН 
eee cM aid 0-30 29 sec 5.0 sec 
And please, if you're not the outdoorsy 0-40 43 [47 

type and your idea of off-roading is the = ! 2 0 2 Г 
10-foot compacted-dirt path to your U.S. 0-60 5 5 
Park Service campground spot, pick а 

| . 0-70 11.1 11.4 
different version or vehicle altogether— a 3 לש‎ 
because on pavement, the equipment — PT 

dded to make the Cherokee Trailhawk 220 a = 
ו‎ CIS + e Hal HAWS PASSING, 45-65 MPH | 4.4 4.5 


апа RAV4 Adventure do what you see 
them doing here makes them heavier, 


QUARTER MILE 





















































| 16.6 sec @ 85.2 mph. 
























































- BRAKING, 60-0 MPH | 128 ft 126 ft 
noisier, and less efficient than you need. 
боша ше нер тона не тоне LATERAL ACCELERATION | 0.72 0 (avg) 0.81 g (avg) 
than just cladding and image. В MT FIGURE EIGHT 28.6 sec @ 0.57 g (avg) 27.5 sec @ 0.62 g (avg) 
TOP-GEAR REVS @ 60 MPH | 1,200 rom 2,200 rom 
EX | CONSUMER INFO | 
=> BASE PRICE $35,440 $33,945 
ОС) PRICE AS TESTED $38,865 
йо А A AIRBAGS 8: Dual front, front side, f/r curtain, 
< | f/r curtoin, front knee driver knee, passenger thigh 
BASIC WARRANTY 3 years/36,000 miles 3 years/36,000 miles 


POWERTRAIN WARRANTY | 5 years/60,000 miles 5 years/60,000 miles 








ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 5 years/60,000 miles 2 years/unlimited miles 
FUEL CAPACITY 159 gal 14.5 gal 





EPA CITY/HWY/COMB ECON | 18/24/21 mpg 
| ENERGY CONS, CITY/HWY | 187/140 kW-hr/100 miles 
| C02 EMISSIONS, COMB 0.96 Ib/mile 

| RECOMMENDED FUEL 


26/33/29 mpg 

130/102 kW-hr/100 miles 
0.67 lb/mile 

Unleaded regular 


Unleaded midgrade 
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| 2020 Kia Telluride vs. 2019 Subaru Ascent 
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hen we first drove the Kia brands to warrant a MotorTrend-certified Sizing Them Up 
boxy-chic new entrant in the Big Test of the class, but it takes a By the tape measure, these two are darned 
emperor's-new-minivan class, while to round up all those opponents. close peers, measuring within a tenth 


we declared the 2020 Telluride's Patience, please. Besides, it just so ofan inch in length and four-tenths of 
chief competitors to be the Honda Pilot, happens that we currently have a an inch in wheelbase. The Telluride is, 
the Toyota Highlander, and the new Ford really close competitor conveniently however, a significant 2.3 inches wider 
Explorer. There are enough other rivals parked in our Detroit office long-term and 2.7 inches lower (0.7 inch of which 
garage: the 2019 Subaru Ascent. comes from reduced ground clearance). 
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SQUARE OFF 


VERSUS A METAPHORICAL ONE 


Yet surprisingly, it’s the Telluride holds 
the interior height advantage (with 
headroom bonuses of 1.5 inches in the 
middle row and 1.8 inches in the way 
back) while the Ascent that prevails in 


third-row shoulder room, hiproom, and 
cargo space width (by 1.9, 2.2, and 2.5 
inches, respectively). 
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It appears the Kia engineers 
programmed their design computers to 
maximize passenger volume (perhaps 
driving that boxy exterior shape). When 
we look at the three-row crossover 
class—comparing base vehicles—the 
Telluride tops the list in overall 
passenger volume with 160.7 cubic 


feet, followed closely by its Hyundai 
sistership at 159.1. (Adding sunroofs 
shrinks front- and middle-row results 
without changing the order.) The Chevy 
Traverse is the big winner in third-row 
passenger space with 41.1 cubic feet to 
the Telluride’s and Ascent’s 36.0 cubes. 
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Тһе Subaru's seats are more comfortable, 
the second and third rows are easier to climb 
into, and the third row is more spacious, but 
it doesn't hold as much cargo. 


Chevrolet also trumps the class in cargo 
space, accommodating 98.2/58.1/23.0 
cubic feet behind the front/middle/rear 
seats. The Telluride and Ascent carry 
87.0/46.0/21.0 and 86.0/47.0/17.6. 
Advantage: Kia 


Riding in Them 

If Kia optimized for size, Subaru opti- 
mized for comfort. But just like when 
choosing a mattress, you can't just look at 
both interiors, you have to try them out. 
The Telluride's interior makes a fabulous 
first impression with a wider touchscreen. 
Thanks to the $2,000 Prestige package, it 
also has more interesting stitch patterns 
on the seats, an Alcantara-look head- 
liner, and a head-up display. It has even 
discovered a new fake open-pore wood 
technology that fools both the eye and the 


hand better than most (and better than the 


stuff in Subaru's fanciest Touring trim— 
our Limited arguably looks better without 
the mock maple). 


But spend a couple hours in the seats, 
and you'll find the Subaru offers more 
comfortable long-term support. The 
Ascent' third row is also better suited 
for taller kids or adults; it's wider, and 
the seat cushion is about an inch higher 
off the floor than the Kia’s—though 
middle-row passengers will need to 
scoot their seat forward to provide 
adequate legroom. The Ascent is also 
easier to climb into, with 10 inches of foot 
clearance between the door opening and 
folded middle row to the Telluride's 8.5. 
Props go to Kia for providing a quieter 
interior, however. 

Advantage: Subaru 


Hauling Stuff 

Here the balance shifts back to Kia. Not 
only is there noticeably more space 
behind the third row, but it's also way 
easier to reconfigure the Telluride from 
passenger- to cargo-hauling duties, and 





Kia's load floor ends up considerably 
flatter. Pull the single strap on the back 
of each third-row seat, and the headrest 
flips forward as the backrest flops down. 
The Ascent’s headrests must be manually 
lowered, then the backrest is released by 
the small upper strap. 

Kia also provides a remote electric 
release for the middle-row seat backs, 
but Subaru makes you walk around and 
twiddle two levers on each of the captain's 
chairs. Both provide underfloor storage in 
the back (measuring 45 by 20 by 7 inches 
in the Kia, 43 by 12 by 6in the Subaru), 
but Kia lets you position the floor at the 
bottom ofthis well to get 7 inches more 
overall luggage height. Each also provides 
convenient underfloor stowage space for 
the optional roller luggage-area cover. 
(Our Kia lacked this $155 option.) 

If you plan to carry anything on the 
roof, the Subaru's luggage rails stand 
proud of the roof by about 2 inches, 


ETT drag- aces these but no one wants fo struggle accelerating onto the freeway" 
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The Subaru Ascent and Kia Telluride 
are freakishly similar in dimensions, 
weight, and performance. 






Kia offers more interior space and greater 
cargo capacity, along with quicker and 
easier means of dropping the seats, which 
aren't quite as comfortable or spacious. 


sacrificing some aero slickness and 
potential wind noise so you can lash 
things to them (or use the $201 official 
crossbars). Kia's rails are flush with the 
body, forcing purchase of the $310 cross- 
bars or other accessories to use the roof 
at all. Both are rated to tow 5,000 pounds. 
Advantage: Kia 


Acceleration Performance 
Although nobody drag-races three-row 
crossovers, everybody moans if their 
new Conestoga struggles to accelerate 
onto the freeway or climb I-70 to the 
Eisenhower Tunnel. In this contest 
we see aless powerful (260 versus 291 
hp) and heavier (4,626 versus 4,510 
pounds) Subaru with taller gearing (by 
18 percent in first gear) winning the drag 
race and—thanks to its turbocharged 
engine—heavily favored to crest Love- 
land Pass more easily. 

How? Credit the Subie's broader, 
flatter, slightly higher torque curve and 
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Track Notes Kia Telluride 
Acceleration: Chris Walton 

It's best to slap the throttle down and 
go without pedal overlap. That said, 
each 1-2 shift clunks; all others are 
buttery smooth. 


Braking: Walton 

It has a medium-soft pedal, mild dive, 
alittle bounce, and zero ABS buzz, and 
it's straight and consistent without 
fade or odor. Impressive considering 
4,500 pounds. 


Figure eight: Kim Reynolds 

This thing's size and mass aren't 
exactly concealed by its dynamics. 

It feels really big and very soft. It's 
dominated by understeer and lots 

of body motions. Stability control is 
behaving strangely, and l've seen this 
before with Kias. Turn it off, and it's 
sometimes off (surprisingly off) but 
other times reawakens with draconian 
intrusion. | did a few laps with it off then 
all of a suddenit's on again. 


/ Е g 


continuously variable transmission, 
which maintains optimal gearing better 
than Kia’s eight-speed can. Our Subaru 
maintains an advantage of 0.2 to 0.3 
second through 70 mph. After that, the 
Kia charges ahead, cresting 100 mph 1.6 
seconds sooner (in the unlikely event 
anybody cares). 

Refinement-wise, Kia’s V-6 idles 
smoother and quieter than Subaru’s 
boxer-four, but its calibration needs 
work. Throttle responsiveness 1s 
nonlinear with no turbo lag to blame— 
especially in the Eco drive mode. Torque 
management around transmission 
shifts is also lumpier than expected. 
Advantage: Subaru 


Ride and Handling 

Neither of these mammoth minivan 
stand-ins can touch an Alfa Romeo 
Stelvio through the back roads, and 
the numbers show them pretty evenly 


- 
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Subaru Ascent* 
Acceleration: Walton 
No silly “shifts” from the CVT at wide- 
open throttle; the tach just climbs 
and stays at redline by 70 mph. 


Braking: Walton 

Pedal travel is long (it firms up at the 
end), and there's generous dive, but the 
brakes don't mind heat. Consistent. 
Figure eight: Reynolds 

| had some trouble being smooth with 
the brakes—a bit grabby, whereas I'd 
prefer to be smoother. The harsh brake 
application makes the car lurch a bit. 
Rather nice that despite understeer, 
modulating the throttle very noticeably 
changes yaw angle. Shifting using 

the steering paddles is good. The 
suspension is a bit soft but well-enough 
damped that it still seems controlled. 
Not terribly powerful. 


"Comments based on the 
Touring AWD, tested in California 


matched in terms of braking distance, 
skidpad grip, and figure-eight perfor- 
mance. Both vehicles offer a soft brake 
pedal that doesn't really bite until you're 
deeper into the travel, and both lean a 

bit in the figure eight. But on normal 
twisty roads, each feels reasonably well 
planted at sane speeds. There's a sensation 
of greater unsprung weight clomping 

over bumps in the Kia, but impressive 
chassis rigidity prevents such events from 
resonating through the body. Ride quality 
is reasonably plush in both with a single 
driver on board, and neither body roll nor 
head toss is a major concern for either. 
Advantage: Draw 


It would be foolish to attempt the Rubicon 
Trailin either of these utes, but the Subaru 
holds a distinct advantage. Its X- Mode 
off-road button tailors the throttle, 
transmission, center differential locking 
strategy, and stability control tuning for 
optimal poise when traversing off-road 
obstacles. It also provides hill descent 
control. Our Ascent's ground clearance 
and approach and departure angles are 
superior to the Telluride's, as well. 
Furthermore, should you go off-road 
and find yourself stuck, the Ascent offers 
two underbody shipping tie-down hooks 




















in front and a ($499 optional) trailer hitch 
in back for recovery. If you don't order the 
hitch, there's an eyelet that mounts to the 
rear bumper for recovery. 

Kia only offers a center differential lock 
and a snow mode to improve traction. Our 
Telluride SX offered no recovery points 
at all (a trailer hitch is available for $795). 
Neither SUV offers a full-size spare tire, 
and both hang their mini spares under- 
neath, where they could be hard to access 
in a pinch off-road or in slushy snow. 
Advantage: Subaru 


Back to those first impressions: Our 
loaded Telluride SX comes with a lot 
more stuff than even the Touring grade 


Ascent can match. Things like а color 
head-up display, power-folding mirrors, 
a Qi wireless charging pad, cooled rear 
seats, and some less ubiquitous features 
such as a quiet mode for the stereo (which 
plays only through the front speakers 

at up to volume level 7), Safe Exit Assist 
(which disables door handles if a vehicle 
is approaching), and Driver Talk (which 
broadcasts Dad’s admonishments to the 
whiners in back). 

That said, the Subaru better integrates 
some features, such as adaptive cruise 
control and lane departure warning. The 
Subaru system will follow vehicles in 
front closely enough to prevent other lane 
jockeys from constantly filling the gap, 
and it delays its warning beep until you've 
strayed onto the line, whereas our Kia 
tended to panic earlier. 

The Kia’s rain-sensing wipers didn’t 
seem to sense rain at all, and an auto- 
matic speed-limit-following feature of 
the Highway Driving Assist system was 
difficult to engage—and once engaged, it 
failed to lower our speed from 70 to 55 
when such clearly marked and long- 
established limit changes occurred. It’s 
cool to boast S-Class feature content, but 
it needs to work for full credit. 
Advantage: Kia 


Value and Operating Costs 

Load up an Ascent, and it comes within 
600 bucks of this Telluride, so there’s 

not much value advantage either way. 
There’s not a lot of data on long-term 
maintenance and repair costs for either of 
these two new entries, but the EPA seems 
to think you'll spend less on gas in the 
Subaru (20/26/22 mpg versus 19/24/21), 
and with its larger tank, you might even 
coax 500 miles between fill-ups in the 
Ascent (though 453 is as far as we’ve 
stretched ours). As a brand, Kia has been 
outranking Subaru in recent JD Power 
quality studies, and if things do go wrong, 
Kia’s warranty will cover you longer. 
Advantage: Kia 


Conclusion 

So that’s three for Ascent, four for 
Telluride—several of which were photo 
finishes—and one draw. That puts 
Telluride ahead by a nose in this early, 
quick back-to-back matchup—a more 
definitive win if you value cargo capacity, 
impressive feature content, and bold, 
striking design over other considerations. 
We tend to favor the Subaru thanks 

to its superior acceleration, off-road 
advantages, and more comfortable 
seating. And we're itching to watch things 
shake out in a Big Test of all players. ₪ 


POWERTRAIN/CHASSIS 


DRIVETRAIN LAYOUT 
ENGINE TYPE 


VALVETRAIN 
DISPLACEMENT 
COMPRESSION RATIO 
POWER (SAE NET) 

TORQUE (SAE NET) 
REDLINE 

WEIGHT TO POWER 
TRANSMISSION 
AXLE/FINAL DRIVE RATIO 
SUSPENSION, FRONT; REAR 


STEERING RATIO 
TURNS LOCK TO LOCK 
BRAKES, F; R 


WHEELS 
TIRES 


DIMENSIONS 

WHEELBASE 

TRACK, F/R 

LENGTH X WIDTH X HEIGHT 
GROUND CLEARANCE 
APPROACH/DEPART ANGLE 
TURNING CIRCLE 

CURB WEIGHT 

WEIGHT DIST, F/R 

TOWING CAPACITY 
SEATING CAPACITY 
HEADROOM, F/M/R 
LEGROOM, F/M/R 
SHOULDER ROOM, F/M/R 














2020 Kia Telluride SX V6 AWD 





Front-engine, AWD 

60-deg V-6, aluminum 

block/heads 

DOHC, 4 valves/cy| 

230.6 cu in/3,778cc 

1502 

291 סח‎ © 6,000 rom 

262 lb-ft © 5,200 rpm 
6,500 rom 

סח/פ! 15.5 

52012200 

Struts, coil springs, anti-roll 





bar; multilink, coil springs, 
anti-roll bar 


2.9 
disc, ABS 


75 א‎ 20-in, cast aluminum 


245/50R20 102V (M+S) Michelin 








2019 Subaru Ascent Limited 





Front-engine, AWD 
Turbocharged flat-4, 
alum block/heads 
DOHC, 4 valves/oyl 
145.7 cu in/2,587cc 
10.6:1 

260 hp @ 5,600 rpm 
277 lo-ft @ 2,000 rpm 
6,000 rpm 

178 ІБ/һр 

Cont variable auto 
4.44:1/2.08:1 | 
Struts, сой sorings, anti-roll bar; | 
control arms, coil springs, 
anti-roll bar 


13,0: 
2.6 


vented disc; 13.0-in‏ חו-15.1 
vented disc, ABS‏ 


75 x 20-in, cast aluminum 
245/50R20 102H (M+S) Falken 














































































































Primacy Tour A/S Ziex ZEOO1 A/S 

114.2 in 113.8 in 

67.2/67.6 in 64.4/64.2 in 

1969 x 78.3 x 689 in 196.8 א‎ 76.0 x 71.6 in | 

8.0 in 8.7 in | 

170/209 deg 17.6/21.8 deg | 

38.8 ft 38.0 ft | 
| 4,510 Ib | 4,626 Ib | 

55/45% 53/47% | 

5,000 ІБ | 5,000 Ib | 

7 7 | 






































| 395/38.8/378 in 
| 441/42.4/31.4 in 
61.6/599/55.3 in 





40.1/38.7/ 36.3 in 
42.2/38.6/ 31.7 in 
61.1/60.3/572 in 




































































































































































































































CARGO VOL ВЕН F/M/R 870/46.0/210 cu ft 86.0/470/176 cu ft | 
TEST DATA 

ACCELERATION TO MPH 

0-30 2.5 sec 

0-40 3.6 | 
0-50 49 | 
0 69 

0-70 90 

0-80 11.8 

0-90 15.1 

0-100 195 

PASSING, 45-65 МРН 5.7 

QUARTER MILE 15.4 sec @ 929 mph 15.2 sec @ 90.5 mph 

BRAKING, 60-0 MPH 114 ft 

LATERAL ACCELERATION 0.80 g (avg) 0.78 g (avg) 

MT FIGURE EIGHT | 273 sec 6 0.63 0 (avg) | 272 sec @0.64g(avg)* = = | 
TOP-GEAR REVS @ 60 МРН 1,600 rom 1,450 rom 

CONSUMER INFO | » | מ‎ 

BASE PRICE $44,535 $39970 

PRICE AS TESTED | $47255 $43,551 

STABILITY/TRACTION CONTROL | Yes/ Yes Yes/ Yes | 
AIRBAGS 6: Dual front, front side, 7: Dual front, front side, 

f/m/r curtain f/r curtain, driver knee 
BASIC WARRANTY 3 years/36,000 miles 


POWERTRAIN WARRANTY 
ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 
FUEL CAPACITY 

EPA CITY/HWY/COMB ECON 
ENERGY CONS, CITY/HWY 
602 EMISSIONS, COMB 
RECOMMENDED FUEL 









10 years/100,000 miles 
5 years/60,000 miles 


18.8 gal 
177/140 kW-hr/100 miles 


Unleaded regular 


*Figure-eight results from closest-performing Subaru 


Ascent Touring model tested at same track as Telluride 


5 years/60,000 miles 

5 years/36,000 miles 
19.5 gal 

20/26/22 mpg 

169/130 kW-hr/100 miles 
0.87 lb/mile 

Unleaded regular 



































OCTOBER 2019 MOTORTREND.COM 67 





Stream qll-new episodes now, only on 


Go to: MotorTrend.com/mtrmag 


WE ANSWER YOUR MOST COMMON QUESTION 


WHAT SHOULD 


WORDS MOTORTREND EDITORS 


t's one of the most common questions 
we're asked from friends, family, and 
complete strangers. "| need a new 

vehicle. What should | buy?" The answer, 
of course, isn't simple. Do you want some- 
thing fun or something practical? What is 
practical, anyway? Do you have kids? Dogs? 
Is your next vehicle a tool or a toy? The list of 
factors to consider can be endless. 

Often, then, the easiest way to answer 
that common question is to speak for 
ourselves and let inquiring parties decide 
what part of that is relevant to them. Our 
staff ranges from the tail end of the baby 
boomer generation all the way down to 
Gen Y. We have young parents and some 
still chauffeuring teenagers. Single millen- 
nials mingle with double-income, no-kids 
Gen Xers. We have high rollers (real and 
imagined) and frugal families. Odds are 
there's someone around here whose priori- 
ties align with your own. 

The following pages of cars, trucks, and 
SUVs cover the range of vehicles we'd buy 
for ourselves if we were in the market right 
now, and our picks just might meet your 
needs, as well. 


CARS 


d Fiesta ST 
Base price: $22,690 


1 history 
For less than $20,000 (after incentives), the 
Ford Fiesta ST tops my list of affordable 
new cars that are also great fun. 

Yes, it's front-drive, but the Fiesta ST's 
razor-sharp agility makes it just as thrilling 
as a more expensive Miata. And although 
the Fiesta ST is tiny, it's much more practical 
than a Miata thanks to four doors, a hatch, 
and seating for five. (Four might be more 
realistic.) The Ford is enjoyable to toss 
around town, and its shifter makes it 
satisfying to row the gears. 

The 197-hp 1.6-liter turbo-four 
is more than adequate for a 
subcompact, and its 0-60 time 
of 6.4 seconds feels quicker than 
that number suggests. Plus, the 











aftermarket offers lots of go-faster parts. 
The EPA rating of 25/32 mpg city/highway 
is attractive, the exterior is handsome, 
and although the interior is basic, it's been 
updated with a decent interface and 
Apple CarPlay compatibility. 

The next-gen Fiesta ST won't make it 
Stateside, which makes my decision to 
own this little piece of hot hatch history 
even easier. Erick Ayapana 


1 Soul 
Base price: $18,485 
As configured: $28,615 











а hatch 

| love quirky cars, especially practical ones 
like the Kia Soul. Now in its third generation, 
the boxy hatchback has grown up without 
losing its trademark character. My choice 
is the Soul GT-Line Turbo, which addsa 
sport-tuned suspension, larger front brake 
discs, and 18-inch alloy wheels shod in 
wider tires. These give the Soul sure-footed 
handling without big ride quality sacrifices. 

The Soul's boxy proportions provide 
plenty of room for four passengers or 
hauling impulsively purchased flat-pack 
furniture, and its user-friendly infotainment 
system, 640-watt Harman Kardon sound 
system, and pulsating ambient lighting 
make millennial me giddy with delight. 

At just under $29,000 with the optional 
floormats, the 2020 Kia Soul GT-Line 
Turbo is a lot of car for the money. From 
its improved driving experience to the 
sweet tech features, the boxy hatchback 
has so much to offer, especially when you 
consider its long warranty. Stefan Ogbac 
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kswagen Golf 
Base price: $22,740 


small hatch 
The Golf remains a small player in the 
compact segment, but it's a hidden gem. 

The current-generation Golf is remark- 
ably competent given its age. After five 
years on the market, this hatchback 
still holds its own with other compacts 
thanks to its stable ride, agile handling, 
confident braking, and smooth powertrain. 
Perhaps the most significant change the 
standard hatch has received іп its current 
iteration is a 1.4-liter turbo-four making 
147 hp and 184 Ib-ft of torque. Although 
that doesn't seem like much, the engine 
packs a punch while saving on gas, netting 
a 29/37 mpg city/highway EPA rating. 

It's that kind of balanced performance 
this newlywed is looking for in a car. | also 
enjoy the Golf's easy maneuverability in 
parking lots and its relatively spacious 
cargo bay that's perfect for weekend 
luggage, athletic gear, and grocery bags. 

So how would І spec it? Only two trim 
levels are available on the 2019 Golf: S 
($22,740) and SE ($25,040). | would stick 
with the base model because it has all | 
need, including a 6.5-inch touchscreen, 
cloth seats, automatic headlights, and the 
peace of mind that comes with automatic 
emergency braking, blind-spot moni- 
toring, and other safety features. This 

iteration isn't confirmed past the current 
generation, though. If the standard Golf 

5 disappears, | could be strong-armed 

into a Golf GTI. Kelly Lin 
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lyundai Elantra GT 
Base price: $21,380 
As configured: $24,230 


friendly hatchback 

As a married thirty-something with a 
newborn, a mortgage, and one car 
payment already, I'd want my second car 
payment to be relatively low to ease the 
impact on my budget. 

га also want four doors, a roomy back 
seat, and reasonable cargo capacity to 
accommodate my son's car seat and other 
essential baby gear. And because he'll 
be in the car sometimes, it needs to have 
excellent safety ratings. Lastly, I'd want 
a car | сап enjoy driving: something that 
handles well, has decent power, and pref- 
erably comes with a manual transmission. 

That's a tall order, but there are a few 
cars that fit the bill. The Volkswagen Golf 
is one, but there's one car that offers more 
power—and arguably more fun-for less 
money than a top-trim Golf SE: the Hyundai 
Elantra GT א‎ Line. 

It's about as spacious as the Golf and 
is an IIHS Top Safety Pick when equipped 
with the Tech package. Its 1.6-liter turbo- 
charged l-4 is good for 201 hp and 195 
Ip-ft of torque and comes mated to either 
a six-speed manual or optional seven- 
speed dual-clutch transmission. I'd get the 
manual for its buttery-smooth shifter and 
no-guesswork clutch feel that make it one 
of the easiest modern sticks to drive. 

Alex Nishimoto 
"t" „ар 
No, we haven't driven one ñ 
yet, but we know enough 


qbout the new Corvette to 
know we want to buy one. 
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lazda MX-5 
Base price: $26,650 
As configured: $31,105 











lue of simplicity 

My grocery runs rarely fill more than a 
single reusable bag, sol could have a car 
that's adjustable and communicative and 
would help me become a better driver. | 
want lightness, simplicity, and a manual 
transmission. | want a Mazda MX-5 Miata. 

Specifically, give me a Miata Club with 
the six-speed manual and the easy- 
to-use ragtop that goes down in seconds. 
The Club trim gets me Bilstein shocks, a 
limited-slip differential, better tires, and 
blind-spot monitoring. 

Mazda's little roadster would be my 
perfect canyon companion. At 6-foot-1, 
| fit snugly іп the MX-5's tight cabin with 
little room to spare, but it's comfortable 
enough for along journey. The Miata's 
quick steering and short wheelbase make 
for a car eager to change direction. Its 
cornering limits are low enough to explore 
at legal speeds, and its 181-hp 2.0-liter 
four-cylinder means I'll take the sensation 
of speed over extra mph. Duncan Brady 
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orsche 911 Carrera 
Base price: $92,350 


піс 24/7 supercar 
My version of the American dream? A 
Porsche 911 in the garage. With the kids 
moved out and the house nearly paid off, | 
can almost see it, glinting seductively under 
the lights. But which 911? I'd love a GT2 RS, 
but at $295,200, it's out of my price range. 

Fortunately, my second-favorite 911, the 
991.2 base Carrera, is less than one-third the 
price. It might have “only” 370 horsepower, 
but its 3.0-liter twin-turbo engine is as 
charismatic as a Porsche flat-six should 
be. And there's a bewitching delicacy in 
the crispness of the throttle response, the 
precision of the steering, the beautifully 
calibrated pedal weight, and the light- 
footed manner in which the chassis dances 
down the road. You don't so much drive this 
911 as caress it. 

The 911 has always worn white well, so I'd 
take my Carrera in that color, one of four 
no-cost standard options, and l'd take the 
standard 19-inch alloys. I'd keep it basic 
inside, too, with standard black partial- 
leather trim. Porsche offers dozens of 
options, but | wouldn't choose any of them. 
The Carrera is perfect out of the box. 

For 592,550, it's an automotive icon 
that's been lovingly polished, honed, 
refined, and reimagined for more than 
half a century. It's Porsche's lodestar in its 
simplest, purest form. Angus MacKenzie 


-hevrolet Corvette 
Base price: $59995 (est) 
As configured: $119995 (est) 


in style 
Say it with me: 495-hp, mid-engine 
supercar for a smidge over $60,000 brand 
new. It's not a dream, it's not a joke. It's 
the 2020 Chevrolet Corvette, and if you're 
serious about sports cars, it's not the best 
choice. It's the only choice. 

Let's put this in context. For the same 
dosh, you could get a Porsche Boxster/ 
Cayman, an Alfa Romeo AC, a Toyota 
Supra, a BMW М2, M3, or 44, an Audi TT 
RS, a Dodge Challenger Hellcat, a Ford 
Mustang Shelby GT 350, ora... who cares 


PHOTO: James Lipman 
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because this car will mop the floor with 
every one of them. Chevy hasn't released 
any more pricing details yet, but let's 

get crazy and assume you can double 

the starting price with options. For less 
than $120,000, you've got a fully loaded 
supercar for the price of a regular-strength 
911 that'll dance with mid-engine exotics 
with starting prices at least $30,000 higher 
and as much as three times the price. 

My early midlife crisis will be а 251 in 
Rapid Blue with a Morello Red interior in 
the highest 3LT trim. Bolt on the high wing, 
Competition seats, and Spectra Gray 
Machined Trident Spoke wheels, and 
yellow brake calipers. Finish it off with the 
lighted Engine Appearance package so 
the cars disappearing behind me can get 
a good look at the Corvette script on the 
red Accessory Engine Cover. Scott Evans 


2019 Honda Civic Type R 
Base price: $37,320 


Performance and practicality 
At $37,320, the Type Ris pricey for a 
compact four-door, four-passenger 
hatchback, but it's so much more than 
that. It's a benchmark, a comparison test 
winner, a commuter, a gear hauler, and 

a hoot to drive. | should know; l've driven 
one (a 2018) for the past year as part of 
our long-term fleet. What's more, the 2019 
model gets a volume knob for the stereo! 

The Civic Type R is the quickest, fastest, 
grippiest, shortest-stopping, and zippiest 
figure-eight front- drive car MotorTrend 
has ever tested (and we don't use "ever" 
lightly). It also holds FWD lap records at 
a number of racetracks, including the 
infamous Nordschleife at the Nürburgring. 
With this sort of performance, you might 
think it would be a hard car to live with, but 
that's flat wrong. 

The three-mode suspension does an 
amazing job, and the racing-inspired 
seats are incredibly supportive and 
comfortable. And | still don't know why 
Americans shun hatchbacks. When the 
rear seats are folded, there's 46.5 cubic 
feet of room. To date, | have transported a 
set of four vintage loudspeakers, a 6-foot 
ladder, and alarge dog crate (folded) 
along with a dog bed, playpen, food bin, 
and other assorted dog accoutrement. 

In other words, this car does it all. 

Chris Walton 





2019 Honda Civic 
Base price: $20,480 
As configured: $25,630 


Fun and good-looking 

I'm a 30-year-old single guy who likes to 
surf, and | enjoy having the latest tech 

in the cars | drive. When | moved from 
Mexico City to L.A. for my job, Пеаѕеаа 
2015 Mazda3 hatchback, which | loved. It 
came with a peppy 2.0-liter engine and 
a six-speed manual. It was the best саг! 
could afford at the time, but it still had the 
looks and driving dynamics | was looking 
for. At the time, | couldn't have been 
happier with my decision. But things can 
change quickly. 

The current-generation Honda Civic 
wasn't out when | needed a car, but it 
immediately got my attention when it 
made its debut. It became a finalist for 
our 2016 Car of the Year and later won a 
Big Test comparison, beating the old-gen 
Mazdas and five other compacts. | was 
impressed by its dynamics, the new 1.5-liter 
engine, and the interior space. Looks- 
wise, the design wasn't my favorite, but its 
styling grew on me. 

Honda doesn't offer any options pack- 
ages on the Civic, but | would choose the 
EX-L trim. It has pretty much everything 
| need, including leather seats, Apple 
CarPlay, and push-button start with 
keyless entry. For $25,630, | end up with 
a pretty well-equipped car that looks 
polished, won't give me any trouble, and 
drives great. Miguel Cortina 
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2019! "жии Рение Hybrid 
Base price: $24,650 


As configured: $36,219 





Making hybrids fun 

When | turn the temperature knob, | giggle. 
It's stupid, | know, but it's cool to watch as 
the accent lighting turns blue or red as you 
make the air hotter or colder, right? 

If | were in the market for a new car, 
however, green is the most important 
color to me. Because believe humans 
are doing serious damage to the planet, 
my new car purchase would be limited 
to hybrids, plug-in hybrids, and full EVs. 
But I'm also cheap. So regardless of my 
personal budget, l'm not interested in cars 
that cost too much to begin with and then 
slap you with enormous maintenance bills 
down the road. 

The truth is that | wavered between the 
Honda Clarity plug-in and Accord hybrid 
as | was writing this. The Clarity's matte 
woodlike and suedelike trim feel upscale, 
but | prefer the higher placement of the 
Accord's infotainment screen (I'm 6-foot-5) 
and its stereo volume knob for when my 
husband serves as in-car DJ. 

The overstyled Clarity would be better 
for avoiding visits to the gas station, but 
as itis, the 700-pounds-lighter Accord 
hybrid's 48/48 mpg city/highway EPA 
rating and 600-plus-mile driving range 
mean | won't need to refuel often. I'll take 
mine in Touring form (for the ventilated 
front seats), wearing Obsidian Blue Pearl 
paint and a black-chrome grille. Zach Gale 
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WHAT SHOULD I BUY? | Cars -~ Ww The Tesla Model 3 (left) is 
> m ! the leader in affordable EV 
= = = | transportation, so it's no surprise 


it еагпеа multiple votes from us. 











lfa Romeo Giulia azdaó 
Base price: $39,840 Base price: $24,720 
As configured: $44,865 As configured: $31,615 
Irivi ng machine nd smitten 
If you refuse to identify with the group Normally, | would aim for an SUV that 
ready to consign themselves to A-to-B can get me to my lake cottage in chilly 
transportation by soulless appliances, Alfa northern Ontario. So if | were considering 
Romeo has the sedan for you. a sedan, I'd want one that looks luscious, 
With a snorting, sonorous 280-hp turbo- has a manual transmission and removable 
four under the hood, a supple but precise top, and is affordable. | am stymied. 
sla Model 3 suspension underfoot, balanced and linear Likely, | would wax nostalgic and return 
— | 2 steering, and supportive yet relaxing seats, to the dealer that sold me my 2004 
Base price: 540,190" it's hard not to keep yourself from smiling Mazdaé with a five-speed manual. | can't 
"before applicable tax credits ^ when you approach your Giulia every row the gears with a '19 model, but I'm still 
I morning. Its interpretation of the classic smitten with the new 6, especially the way 
/ American sedan three-box sedan is swoopy and sexy. It the A-pillar flows into the hood from the 
My wife and | fit the EV mold—millennial, does what the “ultimate” BMW 3 Series side profile. It’s sexy, like the curve of a 
childless professionals—but it would still be claims to do, only better. lower back. 
an adjustment for us. One of our favorite Are there weak points? Sure. The | would spec up a Grand Touring trim, 
things to do is escape L.A. with our dogs оп infotainment system is clunky (though it which starts at $30,420, in Soul Red Crystal 
long trips. Thus, a gas-fueled SUV would takes CarPlay, so there’s a workaround). Metallic (extra $595) with a Sand interior. 
make more sense for us. However, a city- Threshold braking modulation is iffy. Rear It has a 250-hp 2.5-liter turbo-four and 
heavy routine and the acceptance of the legroom is merely passable for adults. Reli- six-speed automatic transmission with 
science behind global warming makes an ability? Sure, there have been complaints, Sport mode; hopefully all-wheel drive 
EV an appropriate choice. but you take your chances with any brand. will be added soon to ease my Canadian 
The Model 5 has a 240-mile range, and So, what price fun? It starts at the low commute. At least it has heated seats, 
Tesla's robust Superchargers would allow end of the sport sedan pack: the high Apple CarPlay, blind-spot monitoring, and 
me to drive nearly anywhere l'd want in the $30,000s. But you can get a well-equipped adaptive cruise control, though no cooled 
U.S. Recharging stops would add 2.5 hours version for about $42К. Zero- down, $299/ seats, wiper de-icer, or heated steering 
to a regular 550-mile trip. l'm sure my pups month leases are common. So tell all your wheel. Being prudent has its costs. 
will appreciate the extra time out of the car. clinical "German engineering is zee best" | would add the $125 all-weather 
The Model 3 Standard Plus is well compatriots that you're having an affair floormats and $475 rear parking sensors. 
equipped from the factory, so I'd skip with a passionate Italian. Total cost: $31,615. Well worth it for the 
everything on the option list. Definitely the Want me to surrender the keys to our perky engine, sporty suspension, premium 
way to welcome our combustionless future. 2018 Carof the Year? You can have them materials, and smiles per ride—even if it 
Christian Seabaugh when you pry my hands off the cold, hard doesn't have a manual transmission or 


all-aluminum paddle shifters. Mark Rechtin convertible top. Alisa Priddle 
A conga line of new features get regularly 
delivered by over-the-air software updates 
in the dead of night and then appear on 
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For instance, Model 5 owners recently 
received Navigate on Autopilot, which can - | \ Б» е. 
plan and perform freeway lane changes as | P М 
(with your hands on the wheel). How could f | 
you ignore that? 

The Model 515 more than just a techno- 
logical whirlwind; it's the eye of a cultural 
hurricane, a Wall Street battleground, and 
a political hot button all in one swoopy car. 
The Model 5is where the world's biggest 
car story is being told right now. 

Kim Reynolds 
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cadillac СТА 
Base price: $32,000 (est) 
As configured: $33,000 (est) 


- 


compact luxury 

Let's pretend my better half's Smart Fortwo 
suffers a breakdown | can't fix when the 
2020 Cadillac CTA arrives on the scene. 

Mike's two cars prior to the Smart were 
an Infiniti G20 and an Acura TSX, so the 
CT4 puts him right back in the compact 
luxury segment. We've both been fans of 
Cadillac's Art & Science design aesthetic 
ever since it first appeared on the 1999 
Еуоа concept car. Cadillac has upped its 
interior game substantially since then, and 
even the infotainment interface is accept- 
able nowadays. 

We'll be opting for the tried-and-true 
base 2.0-liter turbo-four and 10-speed 


lercedes-AMG GT C 
Base price: $149,225 














lollars don't matter 
| was going to say the brilliant, subversive 
Alpine ATIO, but in the interest of picking 
cars on sale here in America, l'm going with 
the Mercedes-AMG GT C-the hard top. 
This is the forgotten Goldilocks Plus Ultra of 
the GT range. Most folks think the C stands 
for convertible; it doesn't, and there is a GT 
C Roadster. No, C is just a terrible name for 
a great car. 

Its 557 hp and 502 lb-ft are just 20 hp 
and 14 lb-ft down from the range-topping 
GT R. Why not get the GT R? It's too brutal. 
Its spool-valve shocks are great on a track 
and pretty miserable everywhere else. 


The Cadillac CTA is a suitable 
upgrade for a Smart driver 
used to midlevel luxury. 


automatic rather than the zoomy V-Series. 
The base engine propels the much bigger 
CT6 adequately, so in a CTA it should feel 
like an absolute g-sled. 

Should we opt for all-wheel drive? 
Michigan winters are plenty snowy, but 
instead of the likely $2,000 for the AWD 
option, l'm going to spend a fraction of that 
on a set of winter tires. The budget will see 
а 1-mpg highway fuel savings, and Mike 
might even detect marginally improved 
steering feel with rear-wheel drive. 

We're hoping Super Cruise makes the 
order sheet. Having fallen in love with the 
early beta version of Tesla Autopilot, I’m 
eager to get more experience with GM's 
fully fledged riff on that idea. Frank Markus 


They make the car's rear leap around over 
medium road imperfections. The C drives 
more like the GT S, only with more power, 
traction, and authority. 

| think the C and the R are the best- 
looking of the GT coupes, too. The GT and 
the GT S are narrow bodies, whereas the 
top two have fatter hips. It's as close to a 
modern 928 as we're likely to get unless 
Porsche freaks out and actually cuts two 
doors off a Panamera. 

The GT C offers wonderful power, sexy 
great looks, and amazing handling, and 
it has that crucial X factor | crave in cars. 
In the case of the hippy GT C, weeks after 
| drove it, I'm still thinking about ії. I'm also 
still thinking about the $150K that hasn't 
magically appeared. 

Jonny Lieberman 


WHAT SHOULD I BUY? 
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ia Stinger 
Base price: $33,985 


al performance 
The Kia Stinger is a hybrid—no, not that 
kind of hybrid. Like a fruit that melds two 
sweet varietals for a unique taste, the 
Stinger is part hatchback, part sport 
sedan, providing both the space my 
6-foot-10 frame needs and the fun | want. 

The caris a breakout star, a big step 
away from Kia's economy car roots. 

We've foundiit to be genuine fun, with 

a rear-drive chassis that's lively and 
entertaining. Га choose the basic 255-hp 
2.0-liter turbocharged l-4 because in my 
view, handling is more important than 
power. After all, it's more fun to drive a slow 
car fast than a fast car slow, and witha 
6.6-second 0-60 time, the slow Stinger, 
well, isn't. 

Let's focus on the Stinger's practical 
hatchback shape. Its trunklid and rear 
window open as one to reveal a roomy 
cargo area. It has 25.5 cubic feet as stan- 
dard; fold the second row for 40.9 cubes. 
That's great for hauling my bike to a trail- 
head, carrying new flat-pack furniture, or 
taking a camping trip along canyon roads. 
га proudly defy crossover drivers by cram- 
ming the back full of stuff then whizzing 
away with a chirp of the rear tires. 

My basic 2.0-liter trim wouldn't match 
the sportiness of V-6 models. But | know it 
would still be exciting and sensible enough 
for the needs of my single outdoorsy 
yuppie lifestyle. With its combination of 
usability and performance, it's the type of 
hybrid I'd be stoked to buy. 

Alex Leanse 
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to basics 
זו‎ you have a family and a house under- 
going a major DIY renovation, you need a 
proper truck. The default choice for many 
of our staff is the Chevrolet Colorado, which 
has won Truck of the Year honors twice 
along with endless comparison tests. 

Given that midsize trucks have the size 
and heft that full-size pickup trucks did a 
decade or so ago, most folks can get away 
with what a Colorado can deliver. 

With a clay-soil backyard that swallows 
mulch and Amend soil as fast as a bulldozer 
can dump ії, | need to regularly deliver a 
quarter ton of manure while keeping the 
aroma of moo poo outside the vehicle's 
cabin. The bed can swallow up to 1,500 
pounds of rebar and cinder blocks for our 
new retaining wall. Thanks to its integrated 
bumper steps, loading and unloading the 
bed is a snap. With the tow package and a 
V-6, it can haul 7,000 pounds. 

Inside, the Colorado feels roomy, and 
everything is within easy reach. The layout 
of controls, binnacles, and cupholders 
makes sense. The knobs and buttons are 
large, which is great for when you don't 
want to ditch your work gloves or when 
you want to keep your mittens on during 
the winter's chill. The seats are firm but 
forgiving. The intuitive infotainment system 
is one of the industry's best, and there are 
USB ports galore. And the A/C blows cold, 
right away, which is great after an August 
run to Home Depot. Mark Rechtin 
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Chevrolet Colorado 
Base price: 523,490 
As configured: $27795- $32,180 





The Colorado feels smaller than it is, and 
it's easy to maneuver into small parking 
spaces. When you need to haul, the 5-foot 
bed swallows your gear better than many 
rivals with the same bed size, as we learned 
in our recent midsize pickup comparison, 
which the Colorado won with flying colors. 

When equipped with a V-6 gas engine, 
the Colorado is quicker and more powerful 
than its competitors. The quickness comes 
with a relatively small sacrifice in fuel 
economy-18/25/20 mpg city/highway/ 
combined compared with 20/26/22 mpg for 
the four-cylinder gas engine. 

The base Work Truck model has every- 
thing | need. That includes a 7.0-inch 
touchscreen, Apple CarPlay and Android 
Auto, a four-way power driver seat, dual 
USB ports, and a rearview camera. Kelly Lin 


-hevrolet Colorado 
EV Bison 

Base price: $42,640 

As configured: $50,805 


imily escapes 
The Colorado is among the best-driving 
off-roaders on the road, with good 
handling and a comfortable ride. It's 
quick, too, thanks to its 308-hp V-6 and 
eight-speed automatic. The ZR2 Bison is 
also undeniably stellar off-road, expertly 
balancing high-speed desert running with 
true rock-crawling capabilities. 

With the crew cab | need for my pups, 
you get a 5-foot baby bed. I'd also opt for 
the standard 3.6-liter V-6 over the costly, 
more polluting turbodiesel |-4. | could save 
$6,000 by opting for the standard ZR2, but 
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VROLET COLORADO. 


the Bison brings steel bumpers and body 
armor to the table. 

On my Summit White Bison, I'd opt for 
a soft-folding tonneau cover, extra cargo 
tie-downs, and LED bed lighting. That's a 
lot of truck for $50K. Christian Seabaugh 


Just to pile on, the Colorado ZR2 Bison is 
sized right; | can reach stuff that’s in the 
bed. The ZR2 is freakishly capable, and the 
Bison package just ups that ante. | mean, 
factory snorkel? | love it! The Bison is the 
one I'd choose. Jonny Lieberman 


Honda Ridgeline 
Base price: $31,085 
As configured: $43,920 


2 rest of us 
Some folks don't need a truck truck. Some 
people want something that rides like a 
sedan six days a week then has a bed to 
haul scuba gear, bags of mulch, or spoils 
from the Ikea run. For them, there's the 
Honda Ridgeline. 

If you tow a boat or own a 10O- acre 
ranch and the only way to get your bales of 
hay out to the cows is to drive washed-out 
trails, then maybe a traditional pickup is 
right for you. But for those who traffic in 
rush-hour traffic, the Ridgeline may be the 
better bet. Trucks drive poorly, ride badly, 
and take seven minutes to park. Their 
big, chrome-coated grilles are obviously 
compensating for, you know, something. 
But whenlspot a Ridgeline, | recognize a 
fellow commuter who doesn't like trucks, 
either, but needs a bed and has no other 
way out. We exchange our secret hand 
wave, which is we don't wave at all. 

The Ridgeline drives like a tall Accord, 
with a supple ride, quiet cabin, and 
hummingbird handling compared with 
full-sized fare. And, no accident this, it's 
built on unit construction (a monocoque, 
in our language) with an independent 
rear suspension below a bed that can 
accept a plywood sheet's 4-foot width, 
plus a lockable bin under that. Its 280-hp 
5.5-|iter V-6 can tow up to 5,000 pounds 
while returning 19/26 mpg city/highway. 

When I was a kid, my dad preferred 
to drive Ford Rancheros or Chevrolet 
ЕІ Caminos because he often carried 
around wet boat sails and outboard 
motors. Yeah, he's the one who showed 
me the secret wave. Kim Reynolds 
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| live in a congested city, | don't need the 
capabilities for work, and | sure as hell 
don't require a large vehicle. If anything, 
I'll use the bed to haul my big-kid toys and 
impulse buys, and that doesn't require 
much payload. The Ridgeline is smaller 
than its body-on-frame rivals, making 

it easy to maneuver in tight spaces. Its 
unibody platform and independent 
suspension help it handle better than 
you'd expect, and there's enough ground 
clearance for gravel roads. Stefan Ogbac 


Jeep Gladiator 
Base price: $35,040 
As configured: $47,760 


Же, with character 

Some trucks get better fuel economy, tow 
more, haul more, or are quieter, but none 
makes me smile like the Gladiator. 

Four-wheel drive is standard. Its towing 
capacity of 7,400 pounds will pull all of my 
toys. Its 1,600-pound payload is plenty for 
weekend trips to the hardware store. The 
5-foot bed is enough space for a weekend 
warrior's haul. And having the biggest back 
seat in the class is an even bigger bonus. 

| don't need a Rubicon's capability, so 
l'd step down to the Overland, which will 
handle all the trails I'm likely to attempt. I'd 
stick with the stick shift and save $2,000. 

Next, I'd get the 8.4-inch Radio and 
Premium Audio Group with the bigger 
screen, better stereo, and GPS navigation 
for trails that don't get cell service. Then I'd 
grab the adaptive cruise control/forward 
collision warning system and splurge on the 
Cold Weather Group and the keyless entry 
options. Throw in a spray-in bedliner, tow 
package, and Cargo Management Group, 
and I'm ready to hit the road, the trail, or 
the mall. Scott Evans 










Hyundai 
1 Cruz 
Base price: $27,000 (est) 


the wait 

Size matters. Knowing | will be in stop- 
and-go traffic every day, l'd gofora 
smaller truck. l'm tempted to wait until 
next year for Hyundai's Santa Cruz, a 
compact five-passenger unibody based 
on the Tucson, with a small bed tacked on. 

It won't have the diesel that was in 
the original concept at the 2015 North 
American International Auto Show, but a 
2.0-liter four-cylinder turbo engine would 
work. l'm hoping it will have available 
all-wheel drive and enough towing 
capacity to handle a small boat. 

What has me most excited is that 
SangYup Lee, head of the 
Hyundai Global Design 





lissan Frontier 
Base price: $20,135 


a's cheapest truck 

If | were starting a small business, I'd be 
hyperconscious of my bottom line. l'd go 
with the most affordable truck on the 
market: the Nissan Frontier. Is it the best 
pickup | could buy? No, not by a long shot. 
But for my needs, it would work just fine. 

Starting at just over $20,000 (before 
up to $2,500 in incentives), the base 2019 
Nissan Frontier S offers good value for 
the money. (The Toyota Tacoma starts at 
almost seven grand more.) That Frontier 
entry point gets you a King Cab body style, 
rear-wheel drive, and a five-speed manual 
transmission. You also get a 6-foot bed 


If you don't need 

a truck right now 
but expect to soon, 
consider waiting 

for the upcoming 
Hyundai Santa Cruz. 
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RENDERING: Avarvarii 


Center, says the look has evolved to 
better fit with Hyundai's most recent 
models. Which is a great thing because 
Hyundai design is off the charts these 
days-just check out the latest Sonata. 
Lee says the new design has been locked 
in and is more distinctive, with more 
character. The suicide doors may not 
have survived, but hopefully the short, 
extendable bed is still in play. 

And it should he affordable. The orig- 
inal goal was a lifestyle pickup starting 
at about $25,000. The target price has 
likely inched up a couple thousand 
bucks, but if it has the capability, size, 
and looks | need, it will be a bargain and 
a conversation starter. Alisa Priddle 






and Nissan's venerable 2.5-liter l-4, which 
provides 152 hp and 171 lb-ft of torque. With 
the five-speed manual, that engine is EPA 
rated at 19/23 mpg city/highway. 

There's no arguing the Frontier's interior 
styling is dated, but Nissan added a 
rearview camera and Bluetooth connec- 
tivity as standard for 2018 and recently 
upgraded the infotainment system to 
а 7.0-inch touchscreen. Although the S 
model is pretty basic, with crank windows 
and manual mirrors and door locks, you 
do get air conditioning, variable wipers, 
and cruise control. 

The downside is the base Frontier's 
payload rating of just 500 pounds, which 
is less than ideal. But | can always upgrade 
once profits start rolling in. Alex Nishimoto 
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WHAT SHOULD I BUY? 


-ord Super Duty 
Base price: $34,745 
As configured: $1999 


Jon't buy 
Ever since Lowe's and Home Depot started 
renting pickups and drop-side flatbeds 
at $19.99 for 75 minutes, l've banished the 
thought of full-time truck ownership. 

All the big-box DIY stores near me have 
picked the Ford F-Series Super Duty as their 
rental truck of choice. These are not King 
Ranch models, obviously, but for 75 to 150 
minutes I'm prepared to “rough it” in a vinyl- 
swathed, rubber-lined sea of black plastic. 

For my annual spring mulch-fest, being 
able to pull alongside the garden and 
lower the appropriate drop-side makes the 
mulch-spreading task vastly easier. And 
because my local stores only rent heavy- 
duty-spec trucks, | need not bust out the 
owner's manual and try to guesstimate 
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Ram 1500 
Base price: $34,135 
As configured: $43,680-$62,890 


ole yet comfortable 

It's our reigning Truck of the Year, unani- 
mously so. Just as capable as the rest of 
the full-size pack but with an opulent inte- 
rior and a smooth ride, the Ram 1500 is the 
pickup many staffers would choose. 

A pickup truck is your best friend on four 
wheels, a tough, useful, versatile tool that 











can be configured a zillion different ways, 
an automotive Leatherman. 

My pick of the lineup is the Rebel 4x4 
because | want a truck with all-road, 
all-weather capability. Besides, those 
33-inch Goodyear Wrangler DuraTrac tires 
look cool and deliver a great ride. 

At this level, it's pretty much a blank 
canvas: I'd get the 5.7-liter Hemi V-8 for 
the extra power and torque. The height- 
adjustable air suspension offers low-slung 
entry mode to high-riding off-road mode. 
The accompanying Level 2 equipment 
group gets you automatic climate control, 
parking sensors, automatic wipers, keyless 
entry, remote start, and a T15-volt auxiliary 
rear power outlet. 

Then I'd add power seats, a nine- 
speaker audio system, and the giant 
12.0- inch Uconnect AC infotainment touch- 
screen. Tack on the panoramic sunroof, the 
clever RamBox storage units, the trailer tow 
pack, a spray-in bedliner, and a 33-gallon 
fuel tank for a nearly 50 percent increase 
in cruising range, and you're at 60 grand or 
so. But for that money, it's a helluva truck. 

Angus MacKenzie 





whether 5 yards of moist shredded hard- 
wood would squash the bumpstops. 

There are loads of ways to get your 
occasional trucking chores done without 
signing on to the full-time care and feeding 
of a big, oafish truck. Trust me, you'll be 
happy | talked you down from full-time, full- 
size truck ownership. Frank Markus 


PHOTO: Robin Trajano 


If | still lived in Texas, this is the truck l'd get. 
га go with the Laramie with the 3.6-liter V-6 
engine because it's powerful enough and 
comes with gas-saving eTorque. 

Because | wouldn't be towing or doing 
any hardcore off-roading, l'd go with the 
standard 3.211 rear axle ratio, 4x2 traction, 
and no towing packages. The Level 1 
equipment package adds a blind-spot 
monitor, parking sensors front and rear, 
automatic windshield wipers, and remote 
tailgate opening. Miguel Cortina 


For me, form comes way before function, 

so l'm going for the street-truck Laramie 
version, throwing in 22-inch wheels. When 
(not if) my friends ask for my help to move, I'll 
be ready with the longer 6-foot-4-inch box. 
And when we go out to dinner after along 
day of hauling, there will be plenty of space 
inside the crew cab. 

I'll give up the higher trims’ LED head- 
lights sol can add the Sport Appearance 
package, which strips the truck of shiny 
chrome. Sticking with the Laramie also 
means | have five knobs below the 8.4-inch 
infotainment screen. Zach Gale 





3500 Tradesman 
Base price: $36,790 As configured: $53,575 


ick | need 

In my view, buying a truck is a matter of 
needs, not wants. Why drive something so 
cumbersome апа inefficient if you're not 
doing serious towing or hauling? When א‎ 
comes to those duties, few trucks are as 
capable as the Ram 3500 Tradesman. 

Tradesman is the basic 3500 trim, and 
niceties are sparse. But with the 400-hp, 
1,000-lb-ft Cummins turbodiesel |-6 and the 
Max Tow package, it's rated to pull 35,100 
pounds. That makes towing gargantuan 
loads effortless, and the exhaust brake 
helps control downhill speeds. 


The Tradesman starts at $36,790, but 
with the $11,795 Cummins and $3,695 towing 
package, my truck would roll off the lot at 
quite a bit more. I'd drive straight to an RV 
dealer and buy a one-bedroom trailer. АП 
in, my setup would run over $100,000. 

Frankly, | can't afford that. But L.A. is 
expensive, and | need somewhere to live. 
This setup is certainly more manageable 
than a mortgage. Given my single status 
and outdoorsy inclinations, mobility and 
adventure-readiness are key. Commute to 
work? I'll set up nearby and bicycle in. 

Alex Leanse 


HARBOR FREIGHT 





1,000+ Stores Nationwide « HarborFreight.com 
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2019 МР Crosstrek 
Base price: $22,870 
As configured: $23,870-$30,520 





The staff favorite 


Editor's note: Perhaps it's the makeup of our 
team, but the Crosstrek was the personal 
pick of four MotorTrend staffers. Maybe it's 
the reality of millennial life, making do with 
affordable, quality transportation while you 
start adulting that won over our younger 
team members. Yet veteran road test editor 
Chris Walton (closer to AARP than avocado 
toast) also gave it a nod. That the Crosstrek 
has won multiple comparison tests shows 
its strength. 


The styling blurs the line between crossover 
and wagon, though see more of the latter. 
The Crosstrek's sheetmetal is relatively 
simple, but it still manages to look rugged. 
The interior also showcases simplicity. 
Good ergonomics means it's really easy 

to find your ideal seating position and feel 
comfortable with the switchgear, and the 
interior materials are decent for the price 
point. Other standouts include standard 
Apple CarPlay and seats with good lateral 
support. It's the SUV I'd want to drive every 
day. Erick Ayapana 


No other vehicle fits the definition of a 
crossover as well as the Crosstrek. With 

a comfortable ride, secure handling, and 
solid off-road chops thanks to its generous 
ground clearance and standard all-wheel 
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drive, it's one of the most well-rounded 
small crossovers available. The Crosstrek 
has the space to fit whatever | buy on those 
random binge shopping trips. Its 27/33 mpg 
city/highway EPA rating, CVT, and 16.6- 
gallon fuel tank give it range and make up 
for the 2.0-liter flat-four's power deficit. The 
Starlink interface is one of the easiest to 
use, especially with the available 8.0-inch 
touchscreen. Stefan Ogbac 


In terms of options, I'd keep it simple. Cool 
Gray Khaki paint, the rear seat-back 
protector, and the crossbar set in 6056 | 
need to add a cargo carrier at some point. 
Apple CarPlay comes standard, so you 
don't need navigation. And although the 
upgraded audio system and moonroof 
might be nice to have, they're not a priority. 
Collin Woodard 


The Crosstrek is surprisingly capable 
off-road, remains poised on a curving one, 
and has aride better than some luxury 
cars. Starting at $28,170, a fully loaded 

2.0i Limited is a steal. Worried about 
retained value? Our one-year long-term 
2018 Subaru Crosstrek left our garage with 
an unheard-of 85 percent residual value 
(assuming 42,000 miles at the end of three 
years). Besides seven airbags, the Limited 
trim comes standard with а suite of active 
safety features and has a five-star NHTSA 
rating and Top Safety Pick* from IIHS. When 
| pass it down to my daughter, I'll feel good 
knowing it's as safe as can be. Chris Walton 








2019 Subaru Forester 
Base price: $25,270 


Pulling heartstrings 

Next size up from the Crosstrek, the Subaru 
Forester has long been one of the most 
competent players in its segment. Recently 
redesigned, the Forester is an even stronger 
entry—perhaps Subaru's strongest. Why? 
Because it makes life easier. 

The Forester is practical and well 
designed. Its upright greenhouse makes 
for the best visibility l've experienced in any 
mainstream compact crossover. The boxy 
styling contributes to generous amounts of 
headroom, and there's also plenty of room 
for three adults to sprawl out in the rear 
seats. A cavernous cargo area makes it a 
great car for camping or road tripping, and 
the hatch opens wide so it's easy to load. 
Folding down that second row is easy, as 
the seats are light and maneuverable. 

Its suspension mitigates bumps in the 
road, and its 8.7 inches of ground clearance 
and all-wheel drive ensure | feel confident 
when venturing off the beaten path. The 
Crosstrek is also capable, but | prefer the 
freedom to bring as much gear as I'd like. 

The Forester's infotainment system has a 
responsive and easy-to-use touchscreen 
with straightforward menus and large icons. 
Technology is important, but so is safety, 
and the Forester was named a 2019 IIHS Тор 
Safety Pick* with standard EyeSight, auto- 
matic emergency braking, adaptive cruise 
control, lane departure and sway warning, 
and lane keep assist. Kelly Lin 


2019 Hyundai Kona 
Base price: $21,085 
As configured: $26,645 


Active and cool 

| like to go surfing on the weekends, so | 
always make sure my vehicle has enough 
interior space to fit my 8-foot Wavestorm 
surfboard. That's one of the reasons | would 
choose the Hyundai Kona. It's versatile, and 
its features and young looks resonate with 
me. It'S eye-catching and has an identity. 

| rarely have to transport more than two 
people in the car, so second-row leg- and 
headroom aren't my primary concern. 
Driving something that looks cool is more 
important to me than back-seat comfort. 
And the Kona delivers on that. Its youthful 
design and cool color options bring the 
different vibe I'm looking for at this stage 
of my life. 

I'd go for a Kona Limited with a Thunder 
Gray exterior and a Black with Lime interior. 
The Limited trim gets you a punchy 1.6-liter 
turbo engine and seven-speed dual-clutch 
transmission. As far as safety, the Limited 
comes with pretty much every feature 
except adaptive cruise control. Apple 
CarPlay and Android Auto are standard 
through a 7.0-inch touchscreen. There are 
four USB ports in total, leather seats, a 
push-button start, and a proximity key. 

Miguel Cortina 








2019 Toyota RAV4 Hybrid 
Base price: $29,035 
As configured: $37,405 


The smart eco choice 
The negative impact humans are having 
on our planet has changed my new car 
buying priorities. No longer am | interested 
in anything that isn't a hybrid, plug-in, or 
electric. But | won't buy a Tesla Model X 
or Audi E-Tron for the same reason | will 
never buy a Rolex: I'm cheap and afraid of 
damaging expensive things. 

So if you're a frugal commuter and trying 
to minimize your environmental footprint in 


2019 Mazda CX-5 
Base price: $25,395 
As configured: $37,290 


Style and panache 
Our consumer-focused comparisons 
put great emphasis on cargo capacity, 
passenger space, and fuel economy. In 
such evaluations, the Mazda CX-5 gives up 
a few cubic feet in the back and a couple 
of mpgs to the class-leading Honda CR-V. 
Ask me, though, and the tie-breaker is 
style and panache. For that, | would pick 
a CX-5 Grand Touring Reserve with the 
smokin’ 2.5-liter turbocharged engine and 
all-wheel drive. 
We don't get much serious weather here 
in Southern California, but my wife and | 


2019 Volvo У90 Cross Country 6 


Base price: $53,545 
As configured: 0 


The tall wagon 
Faceit: You don't need the elephantine 


girth of an SUV and its unnecessary weight. 


You can fit everyone and everything into 
a lifted wagon. The V90 Cross Country 
delivers that, plus the 8.5 inches of ground 
clearance people consider necessary for 
an SUV. This Volvo is opulent and elegant, 
yet in starting at $53,545 for the base T5 
version, it costs less than smaller SUVs from 
other luxury automakers. 

A 516-hp turbo-four makes it a rocket 
on the road, yet it gets 22/29/25 mpg. 


an affordable way, the 2019 Toyota RAVA 
Hybrid is the best SUV choice-for now. 

| want an SUV with enough interior 
space that | don't need to apologize for 
every time someone shoehorns himself into 
the back seat. This eliminates most SUV 
hybrids. The RAVA Hybrid also earns points 
for having a longer overall driving range 
than most compact crossovers and for 
being quicker onto freeway on-ramps than 
the non-hybrid RAVA. (Just because it's 
eco doesn't mean fun needs to suffer.) 

Stop-and-go traffic suddenly becomes 
more interesting with a hybrid. Can you 
beat your previous efficiency record while 
still keeping up with traffic? If no one is 


enjoy camping and visiting the snow, so 
the extra traction is a plus—and the turbo 
engine only comes with AWD anyway. 
The sport-tuned suspension makes it 
responsive and fun to drive, even if just to 
the store, but still gives it a comfortable 
ride. No matter what I'm driving, | want to 
enjoy driving it. Anything with four wheels 


And whereas SUVs often deal with longer 
suspension travel, the V9O CC absorbs 
freeway undulations with aplomb, even 
when there should be a thrum of Buddy 
Rich riffs juddering through the cabin. 
Inside, Scandinavian style continues 
the sleek exterior lines. The infotainment 
interface feels like an iPad, complete with 





behind you, can you coast to the next stop 
sign without the engine turning on? That's 
part of the appeal. 

I'll take a loaded Toyota RAV4 XSE Hybrid 
with blue paint and a contrasting black 
roof, as well as matching seats. Zach Gale 





and an engine can get groceries. Why not 
pick one that puts a smile on your face? 

You want to smile when you see your 
car, too, and the CX-5's design, inside and 
out, puts it way ahead of the pack. It looks 
like it could be a luxury vehicle and easily 
stands out from the frumpy rest of the 
class. Scott Evans 





CarPlay. Volvo makes some of the finest 
seats in the business, and the optional 
Bowers & Wilkins stereo is a sonic force. 

Safety? The V90 CC has great visibility. 
And between Smart Cruise and lane 
keeping assist, commuting hell is an after- 
thought. Mark Rechtin 
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2019 Chevrolet Blazer 
Base price: $29995 
As configured: $49,145 


The Camaro of SUVs 


I'm ап engineer who loves cars and 
gadgetry, but my sense of style absolutely 
precludes ownership of the majority of ugly, 
plain SUVs. l'm impatient by nature and 
prone to running slightly late, so perfor- 
mance is important. We own а lake place, 
and although we're not boaters, | some- 
times need to hitch up a rented trailer for 


runs to the dump or hauling oversized items. 


The Michigan climate— political and 
weather-wise—makes all-wheel drive anda 
Detroit Three label attractive. Plug all these 
factors into my Decide-O-Meter 9000, 
along with a hard price ceiling of 50 grand 
(dictated by income and fiscal responsi- 
bility levels), and you get the 2019 Chevrolet 
Blazer AWD Premier. 























2019 Honda CR-V 
Base price: $25,545 
As configured: $30,945 


New dad's new car 
As a new dad, | need my 
SUV to have space in back 
for a car seat and a large 
cargo area to fit my son's 
stroller and Pack 'n Play. But | also don't 
want to stress over parking, so it needs 
to be compact. Because this vehicle will 
be transporting my most precious cargo, 
excellent safety ratings are a must. A 
Honda CR-V fits the bill, given that it was 
our 2018 SUV of the Year and has domi- 
nated every comparison test it has entered. 

Now the hard part: Which trim best 
meets my needs? 

| like the ample and responsive power 
delivery of the 190-hp, 179-Ib-ft 1.5-liter 
turbocharged l-4, so that rules out the 
base LX trim. | also want features like 
heated seats, with baby-friendly leather 
upholstery that makes spills easy to 
clean. Onboard navigation isn't neces- 
sary because we can run Google Maps 
on CarPlay, and although the hands- 
free power liftgate could be useful, my 
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PHOTO: Robin Trajano 


The Chevy's sporty exterior appearance 
appeals. Another of my absolute must- 
haves is an interior that's neither all-black 
nor gray at all, and the Blazer Premier's 
Maple Sugar and black interior features 
piping, stitching, grain, and gloss that 
belie its Bow Tie badging. Premier trim 
equipment is pretty comprehensive, but I’m 
adding $2,165 worth of "Driver Confidence" 
(wireless charging for my iPhone 8, full 
adaptive cruise and forward collision 
mitigation, and IntelliBeam lighting, among 
other things). No thanks to the top-heavy 
sunroofs, ride-killing 21-inch rims, or pricey 
entertainment systems. 

At 6.1 seconds to 60 mph, and 14.7 
seconds through the quarter mile, l'm 
basically expecting to feel like l'm piloting 
a taller, easier to see out of, vastly more 
useful Camaro. Frank Markus 





wife, Courtney, has gotten by with just a 
remote-opening trunk so far. [Editor's Note: 
Although there's little difference between 
the base 2.4-liter and the 1.5-liter turbo, you 
get more and better stuff with the turbo.] 

The 2019 CR-V was named ап IIHS Top 
Safety Pick. Not needing all-wheel drive in 
Southern California, | bought a front-drive 
EX-L. It'S equipped with everything | need 
and nothing | don't, which is exactly why | 
bought one. Alex Nishimoto 








2019 Volvo XC90 
Base price: $56,590 
As configured: $68,415 


Perfect for cottage country 
When you work in Detroit and have a 
cottage 400 miles north, a three-row SUV 
with all-wheel drive and a trailer hitch 
checks a lot of boxes. When your mom 

is Finnish and your Scandinavian blood 
craves trees, lakes, and saunas, the Volvo 
XC90 soothes the soul. 

Inside, the leather and wood make me 
feel at home. The infotainment screen 
works well once you locate everything. 

The XC90 also has the cargo space | need 
to pack for the cottage and add family 
members once І get there. 

Ifl could swing ії, I'd opt for the T6 with its 
316-hp 2.0-liter supercharged turbo-four 
and eight-speed automatic with AWD, not 
to mention its suite of standard safety and 
driver assist features. 

| would spring for the Inscription trim with 
AWD, $2,500 Advanced package with rear 
cameras, a $750 package that heats the 
steering wheel and rear seats, the $1,025 
trailer hitch to launch our fishing boat, and 
the $150 rubber floormats. Everyone should 
take a trip in style, even if it's to the local 
garbage dump. Alisa Priddle 








2019 Land Rover Range 


Rover Velar 
Base price: $50,975 
As configured: $70,325 


Theater of dreams 

I'm drowning in student loans, so the 
off-road transportation I'd likely buy would 
be an electric mountain bike off Craigslist. 
But if | did have cash to spend, l'd buy a 2019 
Land Rover Range Rover Velar. 

Land Rover's latest luxury addition may be 
the sweet spot of the lineup. It’s big enough 
to accommodate four people plus gear 
in opulence yet small enough that it isn't 
cumbersome to maneuver on- or off-road. 

га opt for a lightly optioned Range Rover 
Velar S P340, which comes standard with 
Land Rover's 540-horsepower supercharged 
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еер Wrangler 
Base price: $29,540 
As configured: $48,230 


exploring‏ כ 
In what free time we have, my wife and |‏ 
love to escape civilization and go on trips‏ 
into the literal middle of nowhere.‏ 

We need an SUV with four-wheel drive 
and room for us and the pups. But I'd also 
like something that's nice to drive and 
relatively efficient. The globe ain't getting 
any cooler, after all. 

Only the Wrangler ticks all those boxes. 
It has four-wheel drive, a good-sized cargo 
area, and a back seat that'd keep the 
pups happy. It's also available with a mild 
hybrid 2.0-liter turbocharged l-4 that gives 
the Wrangler zippy performance around 
town and has long legs on the highway. 

Yes, Wranglers are expensive, but in 
this case it'd make more sense to go over 
budget ona lightly optioned Unlimited 
Rubicon, as it comes standard with 
locking front and rear differentials, an 
electronically disconnecting front anti-roll 
bar, and better off-road tires. Then I'd add 
the mild hybrid engine, the cold weather 
package, and a black hard top. 

Ensuring a lifetime of adventures is 
money well spent. Christian Seabaugh 


PHOTO: William Walker 





V-6 and adjustable air suspension for 
maximum ground clearance. To boost 
off-road capability, I'd downsize to 18-inch 
wheels from the standard rubber band 
19s. It's also worth it to option the full-size 
spare, just in case. 

The dual-screen infotainment is worlds 
better than previous efforts, and even 
the lower-tier audio system is more than 
adequate for podcasts. 

The $3,000 driver assist package with 
adaptive cruise control is a must for a 
vehicle that will spend a lot of time on the 
highway. I'd maybe spend the extra $300 
for Apple CarPlay and Android Auto to 
futureproof that infotainment setup. 

With that, l'd have a luxurious, 
off-road-capable, road-trip-friendly ride 
to show me everything California's wilder- 
ness has to offer. Duncan Brady 





aguar І-Расе 
Base price: $86,895 





ie Model Y 

The Tesla Model Y—the crossover doppel- 
ganger for the Model 5 sedan- is the SUV 
for those of us who still believe in science. 

But its production plan is grayed out on 
the Tesla PowerPoint presentation until 
further notice. 

So | hesitantly move on to the I-Pace, a 
mixed bag of chocolate kisses and sour 


gummies. Pull out a sweet, and be seduced 


by its great looks and thrilled by its accel- 
eration; pick a sour, and you'll be vexed 
by its unremarkable range and inability to 
charge at Tesla's Supercharger stations. 
The regenerative brakes are predict- 
able, and its steering accuracy and body 
control are excellent, but the rear visibility 
is terrible. And despite the high-tech 
impressiveness, Jaguar's meager infotain- 
ment screen is slower than a 10-year-old 
iPhone. But even with its drawbacks, the 
l-Pace is still the coolest, most advanced 
zero- emission SUV you can buy right now. 
Kim Reynolds 





Jonda Passport 
Base price: $33,085 


As configured: $34,985 


ctly outdoorsy 

Honda revived the Passport name to slot 
a two-row midsize crossover between 
the CR-V and Pilot. With light off-road 
chops, ample space, and approachable 
pricing, it’s perhaps perfectly targeted 
at outdoorsy millennials like myself. Well 
played, Honda. Now where can your 
Passport take me? 

The entry-level Sport has everything 
| need. All-wheel drive is a $1,900 option 
га spring for, though. Its 115.9-cubic-foot 
interior is best in class; 41.2 of those cubes 
are available with folks in the second row. 

The Honda Passport isn't my dream 
car, but its capability enables outdoor 
adventures. It would keep me happy with 
its strong engine and reliability, or maybe 
get me into off-roading. 

Alex Leanse 








Range Rover Sport 
Base price: $69,795 
As configured: $78,080 


ibility and comfort 
Mrs. MacKenzie and | love road trips. Our 
ideal vehicle must have all-weather, 
all-road capability. It must have a good 
ride, low noise levels, and a decent range. 
Oh, and we like life's little luxuries. 

There's one SUV that ticks all those 
boxes: the Range Rover Sport TDV6 HSE. 
The HSE trim delivers the best combination 
of standard features, including a fixed 
panoramic roof and 20-inch alloy wheels, 
offer a better ride than the optional 21- or 
22-inchers. 

Aside from paint and trim, the only option 
I'd order is the $1,785 Off-Road package, 
which adds a high-/low-range transfer 
case and the Terrain Response 2 system. 

The infotainment system is slower and 
less intuitive than those in competing 
vehicles, but I'll live with that because this 
Range Rover is the more accomplished, 
more comfortable all-arounder where it 
counts. Angus MacKenzie 
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Toyota Land Cruiser 
Base price: $86,460 


ad stealth wealth 

The Land Cruiser is as stout, tough, and 
rock-crawly as a Jeep Wrangler Unlimited 
Rubicon or Mercedes-Benz G 550 with the 
off-road package. | know because we took 
all three to Moab, Utah, and bashed 'em off 
rocks on the infamous Poison Spider Trail 
for a day. l'm a firm believer that if you're 
going to buy an SUV, it better be able to go 
anywhere. Or have more than 500 horse- 
power, but that's a different story. 

The Land Cruiser has two crucial things 
| like. One is the stealth wealth factor. They 
ain't cheap, but most people assume you're 
driving around in a Sequoia or similar. Then 
there's the secret club factor. Toyota only 
sells about 5,000 per year. 

Then there's Toyota reliability. A Land 
Cruiser is a forever vehicle. | guess that's a 
third crucial thing. Jonny Lieberman 
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s the model year comes to a close, 
plenty of great deals are available 
on dealer lots—especially for long- 
in-the-tooth vehicles for buyers 
who don’t need the latest, greatest 
technology. That said, there are still a 
number of pitfalls to watch out for at the 
dealership. Here's how to avoid getting 
the same old runaround on a new vehicle. 


Do Your Research 
Free information has never been more 
readily available for car shoppers (ahem, 
MotorTrend.com), and although it might 
all be overwhelming, you owe it to your- 
selfto put in the work before you set foot 
on the dealer lot. The automobile is, after 
all, the second largest purchase for most 
Americans, after their home. 

You should know which trim and 
options you want on your dream car 
before you even contact a dealer. Playing 
with an automaker's configuration tools 
(aka “build your own”) online can help 
you learn which trim has the features 
you want and what might be available in 
a local dealer's inventory. Knowing the 
right trim level, packages, and options will 
give you a good sense of how much your 
vehicle will cost—and if it's even available. 

If you have Maserati taste but a Mazda 
budget, consider leasing. You can have 
a brand-new car with the latest 
features every two or three 
years, and it'll cost much less 
than purchasing. You'll pay practi- 
cally zero interest, and you won't 
have to worry about the 45 to 60 
percent depreciation youd typi- 
cally see after three years. Plus, 
if you're fickle, you won't have to 
deal with a trade-in (or, worse, 
selling to strangers on Craigs- 
list) when you get bored of 
your wheels in a few years. 
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Also, you might think you have an 
idea what your current car is worth, but 
alittle research will help you tell a fair 
price from a lowball offer. Numerous 
online sites estimate trade-in value for 
vehicles based on mileage, condition, and 
other factors. That keeps the sales staff 
honest. And don't tell them you have a 
trade-in until you have the sales price for 
your new car cemented in ink. Keep the 
trade-in negotiation separate. 


Take That Test Drive 

For all the talk about buying cars over the 
internet, taking a test drive 16 still crucial. 
A considerable percentage of buyers 
don't bother with a test drive at all. This 
might not be a huge surprise, given how 
unpleasant the dealership experience can 
be—some people just want to get in and 
get out. Don't just commit to a new model 
from a brand you've owned and enjoyed 
before, either; a newer model could have 
a completely different drivetrain and 
driving style. And don't buy a car simply 
because you hear it's good. For something 
this important, spending time behind the 
wheel is key. 

While you're in the driver's seat, touch 
everything. Every surface, every knob, 
every button or screen you see. Push it. 
Poke it. See what it does. The salesperson 
can answer questions on how to use one 
feature or another and save you from 
having to dig through the owner's manual 
later. The touch test gives a sense for 

quality, too: If the interior feels chintzy, 
it might not be a great sign for overall 
build quality. 

Don't just test-drive one car. Sure, you 
might read a MotorTrend comparison 
test or review and decide that's the car 
you want, but every car has its own 





personality and quirks, and it's important 
to get the one that best fits you. To drive 
only one of the many cars in any compet- 
itive segment is to limit your chances of 
picking the right one for your needs. Know 
your options—and drive them. 

And make sure to catch as much air as 
possible during your test drives. Wait, no, 
that's not right—don't do that. Instead, 
make sure to subject every car you test- 
drive to the same handful of maneuvers 
that come closest to simulating the types 
of driving situations you encounter on 
a regular basis. Maybe for you that's 
driving each new car over parking lot 
speed bumps, seeing if it will fit into a 
tight parking space, or determining how 
smoothly the transmission reacts in a 
residential area full of stop signs. The 
salesperson likely has a set driving route 
that will show the car in its best light; see 
if you can alter the route to highlight your 
own driving pattern. 


Negotiation Time 

When it comes time to haggle, consider 
every step of the purchase— price, your 
trade-in, added options, interest rate— 
as separate transactions. Negotiate 

the final price as if you were buying it 
outright; don't get lured in with a low 
monthly price. In fact, if you have a 
monthly payment number in your 











head, be smart and keep it there. Ап 
unscrupulous salesperson can structure 
financing terms to extend your desired 
monthly payment by months if not 
years, resulting in thousands of dollars 
of unnecessary interest payments. If 
they break out a “four square” as part of 
negotiations (you'll know it when you 
see it), run for the hills. Each of those 
squares is a lever to separate you from 
more of your hard-earned cash. 

Once you negotiate the purchase 
price, then ask about financing options. 
If you have great credit, many manu- 
facturers have advantageous financing 
rates. Some dealers won't make money 
on that sort of deal, though, so the sales 
staff might neglect to tell you about the 
manufacturer offer and instead present 
you with their own offer with a higher 
financing rate that'll cost you thousands 
more. Just like buying a house, see if you 
can get a preapproved financing rate 
from a bank or credit union, then see if 
the dealer can beat it. 
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Time is on your side. If you aren’t ina 
rush to buy, wait until the end of the 
month (or the fiscal quarter) to go shop- 
ping. That’s when dealers (and manu- 
facturers) will be desperate to hit sales 
targets and offer better deals. What’s 
more, if you just need A-to-B transport, 
find a vehicle getting a redesign this fall. 
You should be able to find great deals on 
outgoing vehicles; no dealer wants old 
stock on the floor when the new model 
arrives. That said, inventory on those 
cars will be limited, and the technology 
and safety suite will likely be outdated. 
If you've done your product research 
and crunched the numbers yet are still 
not absolutely happy with the deal on 
offer, be prepared to simply walk away. 
This is a business transaction. Keep 
emotion out of it. 
i The dealer needs 
^ Т to sell you the car 
5j 1 morethan you 
v4 Ё need to buy it. Hi 
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SETTING FOOT ON A DEALER LOT. 
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With a handful of simple tips, 
you can ensure that when you 
sign for your new саг, you раіа 

q price that makes you smile. 


Never take the first offer. Always ask 
for a better deal. 


Use these words: "l'm ready to buy 
today if..." and finish the sentence 
with what you want, such as a certain 
price. Car salesmen want to close a 
deal today, not tomorrow. 


Strive for a good deal, not a perfect 
one. If you achieve /0 to 80 percent of 
the goals you had before you walked 
into the dealership, you should feel 
confident about purchasing the car. 


Did the salesperson say they'd 
throw in free floormats to sweeten the 
pot? Make sure to get all promises in 
writing before you sign the paperwork. 


Watch out for confusing 
terminology. If a dealer is offering you 
a "residual-based financing option," 
heorsheisreally getting you to lease, 
not buy, the car. 
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Watch the Action! 


/ /// 2-74 
| Weather — 


SPORTSCAR CHAMPIONSHIP 
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SEPTEMBER 13-15 
WEATHERTECH RACEWAY LAGUNA SECA 


WeatherTech Raceway Laguna Seca 


















Cargo/Trunk Liner Carbon Fiber License CupFone™ 
Plate Frame 


SEE OUR FULL LINE OF AUTOMOTIVE ACCESSORIES AT 
Weather ec והס6.‎ 








MADE IN USA 


ШІНШІ 


American Customers 
WeatherTech.com 


Order Now: 800-441-6287 





Canadian Customers 
WeatherTech.ca 


European Customers 
WeatherTech.eu 





Accessories Available for: Acura > Alfa Romeo • Aston Martin > Audi e BMW e Buick > Cadillac > Chevrolet > Chrysler > Dodge > Ferrari • Fiat > Ford • Genesis • GMC 


Honda > Hummer > Hyundai + Infiniti > Isuzu > Jaguar > Jeep > Kia • Land Rover > Lexus > Lincoln > Maserati > Mazda + Mercedes-Benz > Mercury • MINI - Mitsubishi 


Nissan • Oldsmobile e Plymouth > Pontiac > Porsche > RAM • SAAB « Saturn > Scion > Smart e Subaru e Suzuki > Tesla > Toyota • Volkswagen • Volvo and more! 


© 2019 by MacNeil IP LLC 
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ALL-WEATHER 
FLOOR MATS 


All-Weather Floor Mats are custom, flexible all season vehicle floor 
mats with deeply sculpted channels designed to trap water, road 
Salt, mud and sand. All-Weather Floor Mats are engineered to 
prevent curling and cracking in sub-zero weather. 


% € т ^ Available in Black, Tan and Grey 
| 4 | (Cocoa Available for Select Applications) 


Ribbed Design Underside Nibs and Anti-Skid Ridges 


Designed and Engineered in USA - 
Handcrafted in Germany 


Bump fog שי‎ Side Window Deflectors Neo-Drill ud? laps 


An oversized trailer hitch mounted bumper Custom-fit, in-window-channel, rain and Custom-fit to protect your vehicle's 
protector that defends your bumper against debris guards that allow fresh air to enter fenders and exterior from rocks, mud, 
rear end accidents, dents and scratches. and leave the vehicle. road grime and other debris. 





ALLOYCOVER. 


A lightweight, low-profile hard tri-fold pickup truck bed 
cover that maximizes protection from harsh weather 
conditions without compromising style and strength. 
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Stone С Bug Deflector ey ine TechCare® 


A sleek and low profile custom-fit rock ¢; Stronger than steel at a fraction of the Weatherlech® TechCare® is a complete line of 
and bug shield that protects the hood weight - 100% real carbon fiber license plate automotive care and cleaning products made 
of your car, truck, SUV or minivan. frame for the ultimate performance look! from only the highest quality of ingredients and 


advanced formulas. 


© 2019 by MacNeil IP LLC 


See these products anc nore at Weather = .com 
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piece of technology that helped 
the Ram win its Calipers, and it 
needs an exhaustive vetting. 
Just to have the option of 
fitting the big screen, we had 
to move up to the midrange 
Laramie trim, which also got 
us niceties such as a 7.0-inch 
screen in the instrument 
cluster, heated and cooled front 
seats, and a semi-premium 
audio system. We swapped out 
that last one for a 19-speaker 
Harman Kardon premium 
stereo because we like our 
tunes; it came as part of the 
Level 2 equipment group. That 
set us back $4,595 and also 
added automatic headlights, 
high-beams, and wipers; blind- 
spot monitoring; front and rear 
parking sensors; heated and 





ЕРА CITY/HWY/COMB Fuel Econ: 





We could've upgraded our 






































17/22/19 mpg | Laramie to the optional air reclining 60/40 split rear seats; 
| suspension, but the standard a rear underseat storage area; 
truck rides so well that we a remote tailgate opener; and 
Scott Evans didn't see the need. SiriusXM Traffic Plus, Travel 
The infotainment system Link, and Guardian services. 
Base price $47,835 As tested $62,020 and powertrain in our truck The optional 5.7-liter 
| ^. cost extra. The 12.0-inch eTorque V-8 adds a mild hybrid 
וו‎ ow can the other guys Ogbac was referring to our Uconnect 4C nav system has system to the V-8. It'sa $2,545 
еуеп compete with truck's ride quality, infotain- the second-largest touch- upgrade over the standard 
this?" associate online ment system, and powertrain— screen offered in a vehicle 3.6-liter eTorque V-6 (which 
editor Stefan Ogbac asked though only one of those is today; it costs a cool $1,395 uses similar technology) and 
after he borrowed our new standard. Every Ram 1500 and gives you the ability to use а 91,250 upgrade over the 
Ram 1500 for the weekend. comes with coil springsallthe | SiriusXM's360L service. A big optional unassisted V-8. We 
The Ford and Chevy fans way around, with the rear set screen isn't the first thing you went with four-wheel drive, as 
reading this will no doubt have replacing the less forgiving leaf think of when someone says well, a $2,500 upcharge. 
thoughts, but I got his meaning. springs found on other trucks. “truck,” but it’s an impressive Those features are fitted to 


afull four-door crew cab with 
the 5-foot-7 short bed, which 
we upgraded to RamBox spec 
(cargo holds built into the bed 
sides). That last bit cost us 
$995 and some space inside 
the bed, but they were so useful 
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LAND ROVER 
RANGE ROVER 


WRANGLER 


RUBICON VELAR 


Is the second-largest screen on 
the market worth the money? 


on our old Ram 2500 Power 
Wagon that we knew it would 
be money well spent. We also 
sprang for the Bed Utility 
group, a $945 option that 
added a spray-in liner, LED 
lights, and four tie-downs on 
tracks in the bed. 

The last big buy was the 
Sport package, which adds 
leather seats, a wireless phone 
charger, an upgraded center 
console, and power heated 
and folding door mirrors. We 
also dig the 20-inch wheels 
with painted inserts and the 
body-color grille (to match 
our $200 Maximum Steel 
Metallic paint). 

Finally, there’s the little 
stuff: $95 for a 3.92:1 rear 


NISSAN 
KICKS 


/ 


axle ratio, $295 for a trailer 
brake controller so when we 
put this thing to work, it’s 

got every advantage, $195 for 
rear wheelwell liners to quiet 
down the road noise, $195 for 
a kick-down step under the 
rear bumper to make climbing 
in and out of the bed easier, 
and $135 for rubber floormats, 
which are hard to destroy and 
easy to clean. 

Put it all together, anda 
truck that already started out 
at $47,835 for the trim/cab/ 
bed/4WD configuration we 
wanted rings in at $62,020 
as tested, with about half the 
$14,185 increase spent on 
work and half on play. We've 
got 12 months to sort it out. 


2019 Ram 1500 Laramie 4х4 (Crew) 

Vehicle Layout Front-engine, AWD, 5-pass, 4-door truck 

Engine 5.7L/395-hp/410-Ib-ft OHV 16-valve 8 

Transmission 8-speed automatic Curb Weight 5,800 Ib (MT est) 
Wheelbase 144.6 in 0-60 MPH 7.0 sec (MT est) Energy Cons, City/ 
Hwy 198/153 kW-hr/100 miles CO2 Emissions, Comb 1.02 Ib/mile 


Height 77.6" 





M 
1500 LARAMIE 


HONDA 
INSIGHT 


RAM 2500 
POWER WAGON 


SUBARU 
ASCENT 


Service life: 


HYUNDAI INFINITI 


VOLVO 
XC60 


VOLKSWAGEN 
ATLAS 





10 mo/15,599 mi ° Avg Fuel Econ: 22.9 mpg 


“We finally had something go wrong 
with our Giulia, but it was a relatively 
easy fix." Scott Evans 


Avg CO2 0.85 ІБ/ті Energy cons 147 kW-hr/100 mi 
Unresolved problems None Maintenance cost $197.35 (oil 
change, inspection) Normal-wear cost $0 Base price $41,440 


As-tested $51,635 EPA City/Hwy/Comb Fuel Econ 
24/33/27 mpg Real MPG 25.8 MPG combined 


don't believe in jinxes, 
ІЁ when convenient, 
Ый and | think | jinxed the 
Giulia. In a previous update, | 
bragged about how reliable 
the car has been in the face of 
Italian stereotypes. Now, we've 
had our first mechanical issue: 
a tiny coolant leak caused by a 
bad O-ring. 

We discovered the leak 
during an unscheduled visit 
to the shop. In advance of a 
competition with the new BMW 
3 Series (which you read in last 
month's issue), we wanted to 
make sure our year-old car 
with 15,000 miles was in tip-top 
shape. Turns out it was not. 

The small leak was discov- 
ered at the turbocharger. We 
hadn't noticed any coolant 
drips under the car or warnings 
on the dash, nor did we experi- 
ence any diminished perfor- 
mance, but the tech spotted it 
on the coolant inlet line. 

The problem was traced to 
an O-ring at the connection 
between the coolant inlet line 
and the turbocharger. The tech 


0 


drained the system, replaced 
the O-ring, and replaced the 
O-ring on the coolant return 
line for good measure. The 
two O-rings, fresh coolant, 
and labor were covered by the 
four-year/50,000-mile basic 
limited warranty. The inspec- 
tion otherwise found the car to 
be in perfect health. 

That wasn't the only trip to 
а shop recently, though. The 
Giulia also spent an hour in 
the tire shop to have a nail 
removed from the right front 
tire, which had been leaking 
down to 29 psi and holding 
there, strangely. A patch and a 
bit of air, and it was back to the 
factory- mandated 56 psi. 

Neither a patched tire nor 
a bum O-ring was enough to 
keep the Giulia down, as it took 
on the new 3 Series—loaded 
up with performance parts, 
no less—and won. Yes, there 
are more luxurious vehicles in 
its class, but when it comes to 
driving performance, the Giulia 
sets the standard, even with 
15,599 miles on the clock. 
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UPDATES 


2018 Hondq CR-V 








Miguel Cortina 


8 то/12,571 ті“ Avg Fuel Econ: 26.5 mpg 


Avg CO2 0.73 Ib/mi Energy cons 125 kW-hr/100 mi 


Unresolved problems/ None Maintenance cost $94.22 

(oil change, inspection, tire rotation) Normal-wear cost $0 
Base price $25,125 As-tested $25,125 

EPA City/Hwy/Comb Fuel Econ 26/32/28 mpg 





| et's say you have a 
budget of $25,000 and 

are looking to buy a 
Honda SUV. Only two options 
meet your criteria: the spacious 
Honda CR-V or the young and 
funky HR-V. So we conducted a 
quick comparison to figure out 
where your money would be 
best spent. 

With that budget, the LX 
FWD ($25,395) is your only 
option in the CR-V lineup. The 
HR-V, however, offers several 
more options to choose from. 
We went with the Sport AWD, 
which is new for 2019 and adds 
cool details that differentiate 
it from the rest of the lineup; it 
slots between the base LX trim 
and the well-equipped EX. 

We spent more than a week 
driving the HR-V Sport AWD, 
which has a price of $24,665. 


\- 2 
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Despite its name, it doesn't 
have a lot of sportiness, and 
ithas the same powertrain as 
the rest of the lineup: a 1.8-liter 
four-cylinder engine that 
produces 141 hp and 127 lb-ft of 
torque mated to a continuously 
variable transmission. For 2019 
all HR-Vs are equipped with 
this transmission; the manual 
has been discontinued. 

With this in mind, let's see 
which one is better. 


Powertrain During my 

time driving the CR-V LX, 

l've enjoyed the way the 
powertrain behaves. It feels 
quick enough when starting 
from a stoplight, and the CVT 
works well with the 2.4-liter 
engine. It could improve 

its passing on the freeway, 
though; the CR-V seems to 


` interior is roomy and versatile. 


struggle to gain speed from 0 
to 60 mph. 
On the other hand, the 
HR-V feels shy on power. Its 
141 horses aren't enough, and 
pressing the pedal harder 
doesn' help; it just takes a 
long time to get up to speed. 
| drove the HR-V to San Diego 
for a weekend and had trouble 
merging onto the freeway. The 
engine simply felt gutless. 
Point: CR-V 


Space The CR-V's interior 
packaging is one of the 
reasons we named it our 2018 
SUV of the Year. It has great 
space and versatility, and we 
like being able to customize 
the enormous center console. 
The HR-V, meanwhile, 
has a very limited center 
console. A tiny space located 
in front of the shifter houses 
the cupholders, which can 
be folded down to create a 
cubby to accommodate small 
objects. We like the fold-flat 
seat backs and the Magic 
Seats that fold up to make 
space for larger objects, but 
tall people would feel cramped 
in the back seat, especially 
when it comes to legroom. 
Point: CR-V 


OU MORE BANG FOR YOUR BUCK. 


















Technology The CR-V LX comes 
with just the tech basics; there's 
no Apple CarPlay or Android 
Auto or even a touchscreen. 
There's only one USB port in 
the entire cabin (1.O amp), and 
the audio system has just four 
speakers. 

The HR-V Sport comes with 
q 7O-inch touchscreen that 
supports Apple CarPlay and 
Android Auto, two USB ports 
(1.0 amp and 1.5 amps), and a 
six-speaker audio system. 

Neither model gets Honda 
Sensing, so there's no adaptive 
cruise control, auto emergency 
braking, or any other safety 
technology. 

Point: HR-V 


Equipment As with its tech- 
nology, the CR-V comes with 
minimal equipment. But that's 
not necessarily a bad thing. 

| like the soft plastics on the 
steering wheel and door panels; 
even though they're cheap, 
they feel nice. The seats have 
proven to be very supportive 
and comfortable, though the 
fabric is starting to show signs 
of wear. 

The HR-V does a better job 
here. It has a leather-wrapped 
steering wheel, a leather gear 
shifter, and aluminum sport 
pedals. Its seats are also uphol- 
stered in fabric, but they're 
cushier than those in the CR-V. 

Point: HR-V 


Value There's no doubt both 
vehicles provide great value, 
but in the end it comes down to 
which one gives you more bang 
for your buck. In this case, that's 
the CR-V. It has a better engine, 
a lot more space, and great 
versatility. If you need Apple 
CarPlay or Android Auto, then 
the HR-V Sport is for you, but 
I've been driving the CR-V LX 
for close to a year and haven't 
struggled without them. 
Winner: CR-V 


/ Reliably Low Prices 

Y рды To Use Website 

/ Huge Selection Pad A CP im > 
V Fast Shipping =ROCKAUTO.COM = 


M Eon E ES 
WWW. rockauto. com. 





ALL THE PARTS YOUR CAR WILL ЕМЕН NEED 


N АЦОҮСАТОР” YES, IT LOOKS 


| ' WHEEL PROTECTION 
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BUT IT ALSO KICKS ASS 
AGAINST CURB DAMAGE. 


Avoid expensive wheel repairs with Alloy- 
Gator. Unlike stick-on products, AlloyGator 
uses super-tough nylon composite, and is 
installed by professionals. Its inner stainless 
steel teeth grip the tire edge, so no glue 
touches your wheels. That's why AlloyGator 
is the only product that is TUV and HORIBA- 
MIRA approved. Engineered with teeth. 


www.alloygatorna.com 


Available in 
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Whether we're loading camping 
gear ог moving furniture, we've 

found the retractable side steps в 
super helpful and clever. 7 fas ~ 










Erick Ayapana 


Service life 10 mo/19,213 mi Avg CO2 1.15 Ір/ті Energy cons 198 
kW-hr/100 mi Unresolved problems None Maintenance cost 
$70 (oil change, inspection, tire rotation) Normal-wear cost $0 
Base price $44,835 As-tested $57,910 EPA City/Hwy/Comb 
Fuel Econ 19/24/21 mpg 18.6/23.9/20.6 mpg 


of Kia's new Telluride. Prior to 
the trip, Га ordered a set of 
mild all-terrain tires better 
suited to snow. Unfortunately, 
they didn't arrive on time. But 
with the forecast showing no 
signs of severe weather, | stuck 
with the F-150. Other staffers 
had piloted it in less than ideal 
conditions with no issues. 


was somewhere in Colorado 

when our Ford F-150 lost 

traction and began pivoting 
toward a boulder-lined ditch. 
Heavy sleet with marble-sized 
hail was falling from the sky; the 
all-season tires were no match 
for the mess on the road. 

The storm hit on my way back 

to California following a drive 





2018 BMW X3 2 


==- 














Robin Trajano 

Avg CO2 0.95 ІБ/ті Energy cons 160 kW-hr/100 mi 
Unresolved problems Creaky suspension, leaky roof 
Maintenance cost $0 (oil change) Normal-wear cost $0 
Base price $55,295 As-tested $68,670 EPA City/Hwy/Comb 
Fuel Econ: 20/27/23 mpg 


their reliability. Although it was a sample size of one, it was 

enough for me to be cautious about owning another. At 
70,000 miles, the VANOS system on my E46 M3 
needed replacement, the SMG pump was on 
its way out, and | was hoping and praying my 
rear subframe wouldn't crack and crumble. 
These issues could be chalked up to neglect, 


A s a former BMW owner, I have firsthand experience with 
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| wasn't so fortunate. Thank- 
fully, the storm began with a 
light snow, which slowed the 
two-lane road's pace from 5 
mph to about 30. Minutes later, 
the sleet arrived, and like a 
light switch, the tires lost grip. 
As the truck swung toward 

the ditch, | countersteered 

and let off the throttle. It then 
swung the other way toward 
oncoming traffic, so | had to 
counter that. 

This went on four or five 
more times before things finally 
straightened out. But even 
at a crawl of 15 mph, the tires 
were losing grip. Cars began to 
pass me going twice as fast as 
| struggled to keep the F-150 
on the road for five seemingly 
endless miles before the road 
finally cleared up. 

A few days later, safely 
home, the all-terrain tires 
arrived. Tire Rack sent us a 
set of Bridgestone Dueler A/T 
Revo 3s, which we immediately 
installed. Our attempt to 
find late-season snowfall in 





the Eastern Sierra came up 
short, but in Tire Rack's test 

of light all-terrain tires, the 
Bridgestones scored highest in 
snow traction performance. 

Better yet, the Bridgestones 
aren't much noisier than the 
Michelin Primacys, and there 
are no notable differences in 
handling. On-center steering 
feel is slightly vaguer, and the 
Ғ-1505 60-0 stopping distance 
increased from 128 feet (with 
the Michelins) to 130 feet. 

In a previous update, | 
reported that the transmis- 
sion stumbles on shifts at low 
speeds. According to the deal- 
ership, our truck was part of a 
service bulletin to reprogram 
the power control and trans- 
mission control modules. We're 
happy to report the gearbox 
no longer stumbles. We did, 
however, observe a harsh shift 
somewhere between fourth 
and sixth, but the dealer 
noted that "firmer than normal 
upshifts" are part of the trans- 


וו ו 


mission's “relearning process.” 


The qreq surrounding this roof-mounted microphone grille 


started leaking as we took the ХЗ through а car wash. 


but they're well documented in 
the forum world. 






Forums tend to blow problems 7 


out of proportion, though, which 


is why we spend a year with 








these vehicles. True, a year is too 
short to really test a modern car's | 
reliability. But we try, and things 
are starting to go amiss. There's a 
netted pocket in the cargo area, and the frame cracked in the first 
two months with us. No one has taken the blame, but you would 
think something built into the cargo area should be able to take 
abuse from cargo. 

The X3 has developed a weird creaking, binding noise coming 
from the front right suspension. It's really apparent when turning 
to full lock at slow speeds. Imagine the classic squeaky door 
sound, but in a $68,000 SUV. Not very comforting to hear that 
noise with just 10,000 miles on the odometer. Road test editor 
Chris Walton did note during testing that it "wanders to the right" 
during 60-0 braking. Could this be related? We'll have to wait for 
the next visit to the dealership to confirm. 

Another concerning issue occurred when | took the car through 
an automated car wash. While sitting there chatting with a 
passenger, | noticed water dripping onto my lap. My first thought 
was | forgot to shut the sunroof, but | quickly found the source: the 
microphone grille right above my head. That definitely shouldn't 
be happening. Not only does it mean whatever electronics or 
wiring in that vicinity is now wet, but it also 

meant | had to head back to the office 
looking like | peed my pants. 

We'll provide updates on these quality- 
control issues in the coming months. 
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Christian Seabaugh 


Avg CO2 1.11 Ib/mi Energy cons 187 kW-hr/100 mi 
Unresolved problems None Maintenance cost $0 
Normal-wear cost $0 Base price $43,040 As-tested $57,110 
EPA City/Hwy/Comb Fuel Econ 22/24/22 mpg 


eems like everyone has 
been having fun in our 
Wrangler except me. 
Since the Jeep arrived almost 
two months ago, it's been 
worked hard by both the photo 
and video teams, the former 
for these awesome photos and 
the latter in the sand dunes of 
Southern California. 





S 


If | sound a bit jealous, that's 
because | am: 100 percent of 
the precious time l've had with 
our new firetruck-red Wrangler 
Rubicon has been spent on 
pavement. That sucks. 

While | work up a plan to 
rectify the situation with a 
trip worthy of the Rubicon, my 
time spent around L.A. at least 


Jeep's updated “Freedom Top" 


design makes ії easier than ever 
to remove the Wrangler's hard 
top. It took us just minutes. 


provides some perspective 
of how our eTorque- 
powered Jeep handles the 
un-Instagrammable parts of 
life. Commuting is as enjoyable 
in the Wrangler as it possibly 
can be. Our Jeep's optional 
2.0-liter turbocharged 1-4 is 
quite good around town. It's 
torquey off the line, which 
allows me to zip out ahead 
of traffic with ease, and the 
eight-speed auto holds gears 
when it needs to and shifts up 
or down as called for. 

The Jeep's auto stop/ 
start system is also impossibly 
smooth, in no small part 
because this Wrangler is a 
mild hybrid. | appreciate how 
quickly the engine shuts off 
and turns back on without 
shaking the whole cabin like 
the non-hybridized standard 
3.6-liter V-6 does. 

| also really like the new-for- 
2019 radar cruise control; 
it allows me to position the 
Wrangler a set distance off 
the bumper of the vehicle in 
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front of me, and it can bring the 
Jeep to ₪ full stop then accel- 
erate again in stop-and-go 
traffic. Yes, the Honda CR-V 
has had this for years, but its 
inclusion in a vehicle with a 
folding windshield is novel. 

Considering my last 
long-termer was a massive 
three-quarter-ton Ram 2500 
Power Wagon (verdict to 
come), | thought I'd miss having 
a pickup, but so far, so good. 
The Wrangler Unlimited has 
quite a bit of usable space 
inside. The back seat proved 
plenty spacious for my parents, 
and my dogs appreciate 
the flat seat, A/C vents, and 
windows that drop all the way 
into the doors. 

The Jeep's cargo area is also 
shockingly spacious, especially 
with the rear seats folded flat. 
On a Sunday run to our local 
garden and hardware store, we 
fit eight cinder blocks, six bags 
of dirt, four pots of various 
sizes, and enough trees to 
plant a forest. 
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The Ultimate 
Portable Car Lift | 


QuickJack is the go-anywhere lift that 
offers full open-center access to your vehicle’s 
undercarriage. Features durable mounted wheels, 


simple controls and automatic mechanical locks. 
Model BL-5000SLX 





BUILT-IN WHEELS 


UNDERCARRIAGE ACCESS 


SIMPLE CONTROLS 


NOW AVAILABLE AT THESE LOCAL RETAILERS 
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Jonny Lieberman 


Base price $39,250 As tested $50,100 


15 mo/22,562 mi 


Avg Есоп/С02 20.4 mpg/0.95 ІБ/ті 


H o one оп the Kia Motors team has 

N ever taken the phrase “choose 
your battles” to heart. If they had, 

a Kia-badged Audi A5 Sportback/BMW 
4 Series Gran Coupe fighter would never 
have seen the light of day. Why would 
a mass-market Korean brand go toe to 
toe with the established German luxury 
princes over a sliver of a segment? 
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Options GT2 ($10,850; includes 
all items from Premium and GT1 trim 
level plus a limited-slip differential, 

a hands-free trunklid, a head-up 
display, premium leather upholstery, 
ventilated front seats, adaptive cruise 
control, forward collision warning with 
automatic emergency braking, lane 
departure warning and intervention, 
driver attention monitor, automatic 
high-beams, and blind-spot monitoring 
with rear cross-traffic alert) 

Problem Areas None 

Maintenance Cost $163.06 (2 x oil 
change, inspection, tire rotation) 
Normal-Wear Cost 51,185 (new tires) 
3-Year Residual Value* $28,800 (57%) 
Recalls None 


*IntelliChoice data; assumes 42,000 miles 
at the end of three years 













But here we are, writing a verdict of a 
yearlong loan 01 just such a vehicle. To 
review before we render a final judg- 
ment, this particular Stinger is the GT 
model, so instead of a pretty much OK 
255-horsepower 2.0-liter turbo I-4, we got 
the big-daddy 365-horsepower 3.3-liter 
twin-turbo V-6 that stonks up a wonderful 
376 lb-ft of torque. Zero to 60 mph in 4.7 
seconds, baby. 

Better still, our Stinger was a rear-drive 
GT2 model, giving us better handling, 
better steering feel, and essentially 





every option available as standard. Total 
price: $50,100. A good chunk of change 

for anything badged Kia but less money 
than the autobahn stormers it competes 
against. Check that—I should say less cash 
than cars the Stinger GT is better than. 

Although performance is key, if the 
Stinger had one standout feature that 
continued to impress, it was the extra- 
large rear seat. As you learn on the first 
day of MBA school, your product needs 
to have a USP (unique selling point), and 
the spacious accommodations found 
behind the driver inspired from day one 
through day 365. 

Remember that the Stinger shares 
a platform with the slightly sportier 
Genesis G70 (the 2019 MotorTrend Car of 
the Year) and that aside from suspension 
tuning and sheetmetal, the big differ- 
ence between the two is wheelbase: The 
Stinger’s is 3 inches longer, and all of it 
goes to the back seat. Do you have young 
children? Thinking about having one or 
more? The Stinger’s roomy rear quarters 
makes it an excellent alternative to a 
(snooze) SUV because even monster- 
sized car seats are easy to install. The 
same cannot be said for many cars in 
this segment. Additionally, the Stinger 
is a hatchback instead of a sedan, so big 
strollers can fit back there, no problem. 
Just ask my lumbosacral. 

As for the two things people (probably) 
care the most about when it comes to 
cars—mileage and reliability—our Stinger 
GT was mixed. First up, mpgs. The EPA 
rates the Stinger at 19/25/21 mpg city/ 
highway/combined. But as all longtime 
MotorTrend readers know, the EPA's 
method isn't exactly real world, which 
is why we employ Real MPG to measure 
acar's true mileage. Our Stinger got 
16.7/29.0/20.6. 

Its interesting that the combined 
number is basically the same. That said, 
if you do more city than highway driving, 
you will experience what I did—a gas 
gauge that's seemingly always below half. 
The GT has the big twin-turbo V-6, and 





2018 Kia Stinger GT (RWD GT2) 























DRIVETRAIN LAYOUT Front-engine, RWD 

ENGINE TYPE | Twin-turbo 60-deg V-6, 
alum block/heads 

VALVETRAIN | DOHC, 4 valves/oyl 

DISPLACEMENT | 2039 cu іп/3,342сс 

COMPRESSION RATIO | 10.0:1 

POWER (SAE NET) | 365 һр ₪ 6,000 rpm 

TORQUE (SAE NET) | | 376 lb-ft @ 1,300 rpm 

REDLINE | 6,500 rpm 

WEIGHT TO POWER | 110 Ib/hp 


TRANSMISSION | 8-speed automatic 
AXLE/FINAL DRIVE RATIO | 3.54:1/19771 


SUSPENSION, FRONT; 














Struts, coil springs, adj 























REAR shocks, anti-roll bar; 
multilink, coil springs, 
adj shocks, anti-roll bar 

STEERING RATIO | 12.2-13.1:1 

TURNS LOCK TO LOCK 2% 

ВВАКЕ$, Ғ; В | 13.8-in vented disc; 13.4- 

| in vented disc, ABS 

WHEELS, F: R 8.0 x 19-in; 8.5 x 19-in 


| cast aluminum 


TIRES, F; R 225/40ZRI19 93Y; 
255/35R19 96Y 
Michelin Pilot Sport 5 









































WHEELBASE | 114.4 in 

TRACK, F/R | 62.8/63.7 in 
LXWXH | 190.2 א‎ 73.6 x 55.1 in 
TURNING CIRCLE | ft 

CURB WEIGHT _| 4,004 Io _ 

WEIGHT DIST, F/R | 52/48% 

SEATING CAPACITY |5 

HEADROOM, F/R EOS MOD 
LEGROOM, F/R | 42.6/36.4 חן‎ 


| | | 











SHOULDER ROOM, F/R | 56.4/54.8 in 
CARGO VOLUME, HESS QU 
ВЕН 1ST/2ND ү 






TEST DATA 


ACCELERATION TO MPH | 




















0-30 [веб 

0-40 2.6 

0-50 | 5 

0 | 7 

0-70 | 6.1 

0-80 [75 

0-90 | 95 

0-100 | 11.7 

PASSING, 45-65MPH 2:5 

QUARTER MILE | 13.2 sec @ 106.4 mph 
BRAKING, 60-0 MPH 110 ft 

LATERAL ACCELERATION | 0.92 g (avg) | 
MT FIGURE EIGHT | 24.8 sec @ 0.79 0 (avg) 
TOP-GEAR REVS 6 60 МРН 1,500 rom 























CONSUMER INFO | 























BASE PRICE | $39,250 

PRICE AS TESTED | $50,100 

SUAS kee | Yes/Yes 

AIRBAGS | 8: Dual front, front side, 
f/r curtain, front knee 

BASIC WARRANTY 5 years/60,000 miles 

POWERTRAIN WARRANTY 10 years/100,000 miles 

ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE | 5 years/60,000 miles 

FUEL CAPACITY 159 gal 

SUB CITYIHWY! | 167/290/20.6 mpg 


EPA CITY/HWY/COMB ECON | 19/25/21 mpg 

ENERGY CONS, CITY/HWY | 177/135 kW-hr/100 miles 
002 EMISSIONS, COMB | 0.91 Ib/mile | 
RECOMMENDED FUEL | Unleaded premium 


EQUA ¢ 


REAL MPG Y 

















the car is also heavy, weighing in at 4,004 
pounds. Opt for all-wheel drive, and the 
Stinger GT gains another 143 pounds. 
Also, because of the fancy V-6, this Kia 
requires premium gas. 

Reliability was great, with a big caveat. 
First the great. We covered 22,562 
miles in our year with the Stinger GT, 
and nothing went wrong. Total cost out 
of pocket was $1,348. That was $1,185 
for a new set of Michelin PS4s and the 
remaining $163 for two oil changes, 
plus tire rotation, etc. (In comparison, a 
$52,325 2017 Audi A4 cost $561 for two 
scheduled service stops over 19,419 miles, 
and a $46,140 2015 Mercedes-Benz CLA 
250 cost us $181 in regular maintenance 
over 18,525 miles in our care.) 

That’s not bad at all, especially 
considering the way we (and ГЇЇ just go 
ahead and admit, 1( treated this high- 
performance family vehicle. For instance, 
the tires were toast at about 12,000 miles. 
Sorry not sorry. Now, the caveat. This 
specific Stinger was actually an early 
vehicle that was on the press launch. We 
know this because for the length of the 
loan there was a vinyl cut “12” sticker 
affixed to the bottom of the windshield. 
(When confronted with our theory, Kia 
admitted it was one of the launch cars.) 

Two issues related to that. One was an 
intermittently creaking window frame. 
One dealer lubed the window seal, but 
the issue persisted throughout the life of 
our loan. The other issue concerned the 
shifter. If you pulled it into drive too hard, 
it would bounce forward into neutral. 
This was both annoying and potentially 
dangerous. Now, most Stingers don’t have 
shift by wire; ours came with the GT2 
package. Moreover, I’ve driven three other 
more recent Stingers so equipped, and it’s 
simply not an issue. Kia assured me only 
early-build cars (which will never be sold 
to the general population) had this issue. 

So to wrap it up, the car is great, the 
badge is wrong. Now, there are—lucky 
for Kia—people out there who don’t care 
about brands (hi, Mom!) and focus instead 
on product. For those people, Kia has built 
a no-brainer. Sexy, great to drive, quick by 
any measurement, and priced incredibly 
well, the Stinger GT has few downsides. 
The biggest knock against the car is 
that its Genesis G70 sibling has better 
suspension and body control. And, you 
have to admit, a better badge. 

The lease on my wife's Audi Allroad 
is coming to its end, and I mentioned 
to her that a Stinger GT would make 
a fine replacement. “I don't know if I 
want to drive a Kia,” she replied. The 
engineers did their job; now it’s up to Kia's 
marketing peeps to do theirs. 
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` ATHENA PHEROMYVNE 10x” 
GETS YOU MORE AFFECTION from WOMEN 


Vial of 1/6 07. added to 2-4 oz. of your fragrance 
worn daily lasts 4-6 mos. Or use straight. 


Effective for 74% in an 8 week study. 


Athena Pheromone 10X for men: $99.50 for 6 month 
supply. Athena Pheromone 10:13 for women: $98.50. 
Cosmetics, not aphrodisiacs. 
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"| am past 50 and | thought | should try 

. something to pump me up... | wore it every other day. 

- .- ú | had women everywhere: 42 years old, 27, 68, it made 

e no difference... Well about the third week of wearing it, 

(Time |putthe 10X on and | notice that опе of my friends that 

12/1/86; Newsweek 1/12/87) sang in the choir, suddenly she is asking me to be with 

her. It's like wearing the 10X has created a situa- 
tion of...no boundaries." 








DR.WINNIFRED B. CUTLER 
e Creator of 10:13" and 10X'" 


6-Pak special 


Not in stores. Gall: 610-827-2200 
or order online at 


athenainstitute.com 


REJECT CHEAP IMITATIONS 


Athena Institute, 1211 Braefield Rd. 
Chester Springs, PA 19425 MOT 
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ОНВСОЦОНСНІРСОМ "866.372.2548 


Oil Stain Re movell 
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Creates a barrier against water, Saves 
leaves, dirt and snow energy 


Keeps out insects, Works for all types 
snakes and rodents of doors 
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Ground Effects, Wheels & cnius Exe Brake Kits, 
Air Intake, Tuners, Performance Exhaust & more. 


New Products Added Daily! 


“ORIGINAL 
PARIS GROUP. 
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ORDER NOW SHOP ONLINE 24/7 CALL US TOLL FREE CONNECT WITH US ON 


FREECATALOG ОРО 800.243.8385 OOGO 








e a Liquids LIFETIME ENLARGEMENT? 


Liquids absorb 98% and immediately goes into the body’s system. 
Easy to use. Take with any beverage. 


Dr. Bross advises erection size can be 3 inches bigger and can have enlargement for 
a lifetime when you continue to take PRO+PLUS LIQUID. Men of any age can achieve 
the highest success rate in 1 to 2 months. Reach Your Maximum Potential. PRO+PLUS 
ULTIMATE does not contain Yohimbe or L-Arginine 


— к = Although liquid is shown to work faster than pills, some men prefer 











+ : pills and PRO+PLUS ULTIMATE pills аге an excellent alternative. 


* - PRO+PLUS ACCELERATOR LIQUID or CREAM 
1- Customers tell us the Accelerator Cream or Liquid can speed up the time 
it takes for male enhancement up to 50%. Easy to use. Works with any 
Pro- Plus pills or liquid formula. You can feel the benefits almost immediately using the 
Pro+Plus Accelerator Cream or Liquid with your Pro+Plus pills or liquid formula. 





I'm Brenda, My man takes the 
Pro+Plus Ultimate. Hear how h 
satisfies me. (888) 242-0469 





Call our live representatives that you can trust to‏ ו 






With Any Pro+Plus Liquid : 
| pori чира е) give you important information about our products. 
THREE FREE With | Be careful of discounters, imitators and porn stars that sell similar 
a One Year Supply of ТРЕ products оп Amazon and Google. 
REAM 


Don’t buy from sellers who: Don’t disclose where their products 
- -- аге made, use inferior blends, can't call them and have no 


customer service. Money Back Guarantee 


PRO+PLUS LIQUID. ТО 


* SEXCITER LIQUID | 
Excites women better m^ 
CT than Spanish fly. 
ЇЕ ATTRACT-A-MATE 

| Human pheromone 
spray can make 
women desire you. 


BE THE FIRST TO GET 


e The latest car news 
e Reviews on the 
hottest new cars 





Mail Рале to: 


YOUR INBOX Avid Pro Medical Dept. 910MAA * Box 6710, Malibu, CA 90264‏ או.. 
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expires CMG Goda 30 Days plus 30 Days FREE - $50 В $60 - $80 $ — | 
PRO+PLUS ACCELERATOR LIQUID $25.00 $ 60 Days plus 60 Days FREE $90 $110 $140$ |. 
SIGN UP AT ___ PRO+PLUS ACCELERATOR CREAM $25.00 $ h Your 
SEXCITER LIQUID to Excite Women $25.00 $ u m L] LI Yw 
WWW . 1 010 rt re 1 d com / 1 EW 5 | ette 1 АТТВАСТ-А-МАТЕ Pheromone to Attract Women $25.00 % Shipping, Rush Service and Insurance $20.00 VALUE ONLY 5 5 





"Individual results may vary. These statements have not been evaluated by the FDA. This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease. V146 Total Enclosed $ | 





OPINION 


The Big Picture , 


GM Thinks Like Porsche. And this is ₪ good thing 


olored seat belts. That’s what caught my eye in 

the avalanche of C8 Corvette coverage we rolled 

out on MotorTrend.com back in July. Depending 

on which interior theme you select for your new 

C8, you can choose seat belts in one of six colors, 
from basic black to red, yellow, orange, blue, and tan. 
Hallelujah! I thought. GM is thinking like Porsche. And 
this is a good thing. 

“To boost profit, GM can take another page out of the 
Porsche playbook by offering a huge range of options 
and accessories," Todd Lassa and I wrote in a 2007 story 
in which we discussed potential design and develop- 
ment strategies for the C7, then still years away from 
launch. More than a decade later, GM seems to have 
finally figured this out. 

C8 buyers can choose between 12 exterior colors, six 
wheel designs, four brake caliper colors, and different 
types of seats. The C8 configurator will look a lot like that 
of the Porsche 911, which allows buyers to personalize 
their cars countless ways, including the choice of seat 
belts in nine colors. 

And that’s not counting the powertrain, tire, suspen- 
sion, brake, and aerodynamic hardware for the faster, 
more powerful C8s lurking in the wings. Once these 
models appear, buyers will be led along 
the C8 Corvette performance curve in 


from Carrera to GTS to Turbo to GT2 RS. 

The profit bit? Back in 2007, we noted 
the average Carrera buyer ordered about $8,100 worth 
of options, an 11 percent uptick over the base price. 
In 2019, with almost 200 highly profitable options to 
choose from, that figure is more than $20,000, about 
20 percent over base price. 

The 911 GTS started life as a marketing concept 
that packaged together some of the most popular 
options chosen by 911 Carrera 5 customers at a slightly 
discounted price. It’s now a 911 model line in its own 
right, costing $15,000 more than a standard Carrera 
S and $13,000 less than a GT3, and it accounts for 20 
percent of all 911 sales. 

The switch from front- to mid-engine marks a radical 
step change for America’s own sports car. But what’s 
even more radical is the step change in GM’s attitude 
to attracting buyers for the car: More customizable 
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More customizable than 
much the same way 911 buyers are walked BVer, the Ki Corvette |5 
Clearly not ... 


and configurable than ever, the C8 Corvette is clearly 
not... а Chevy. 

Corvette’s association with the Bow Tie badge has set 
up expectations about price, quality, and capability that 
have been at odds with its mission. I asked a GM insider 
why the company fit hard run-flat tires on the C6, which 
amplified its tendency toward snap oversteer in high- 
speed turns. He sighed: “Our customers would complain 
if we fitted tires that wore out after 20,000 miles." 

And when I asked former Corvette 
chief engineer Tom Wallace whether he'd 
consider an automated dual-clutch trans- 
а [h рүү mission for the C7 (this was in 2007), he 
— ?' replied: “It won't buy me a quicker 0-60 
mph time.” Yeah, but what about a quicker Nürburgring 
lap time, Tom? I got one of those looks that suggested he 
thought the average Corvette buyer wouldn't know the 
Nürburgring from a hole in the ground. 

No more. 

The evolution away from that mindset started with cars 
like the 706/707 and ZRI, Corvettes that offered modern 
aero, proper high-performance tires, and carbon-ceramic 
brakes. But the C8 obliterates the tired old boomer-era 
sacred cows like where the engine sits. Instead, it focuses 
on making the Corvette a sports car that's highly aspi- 
rational yet still relatively affordable, modern, relevant, 
and uniquely American. 

I love the glory days of Motown, when muscle ran 
rampant along Woodward Avenue. But it's refreshing to 
see a Corvette no longer trapped by history. Ё 





























The range of 
options on the 
new C8 Corvette 
is reminiscent 

of Porsche more 
than Chevrolet. 
Even the VIN is 
customizable. 











Make another easy 
choice by switching 
to GEICO. 
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